
Wayland Baptist University – Plainview, Texas – School of Music


University Mission:

Wayland Baptist University exists to educate students in an academically challenging, learning-focused and 
distinctively Christian environment for professional success and service to God and humankind.


Course Number and Name:

MUSI 1303-VC 01: Music Appreciation – The Musical Experience


Term:

FALL 2021 – Term 1


Instructor:

Dr. Kennith Freeman


Contact Information – Office Hours, Building and Location:

Dr. Kennith Freeman


	 Office:  806-291-1064


	 Email:  Kennith.freeman@wbu.edu


	 Office: 133 – Harral Fine Arts Center


	 Conference times by appointment


I am a working performer and teacher. I will return your email as quickly as possible (typically during 
the business day, Monday-Friday). Email is the most reliable way of contacting me and getting a quick 
response.


Course Meeting Time & Location:

Online


Catalog Description:

MUSI 1303 Music Appreciation.  A historical survey of Western Art Music from early Greek civilization to the 
present. Study of non-Western and American music is included.


Prerequisites:

None


mailto:Kennith.freeman@wbu.edu
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Required Textbook & Resource Materials:

• Regular access to a computer, Blackboard, and the LRC online


Optional Materials:

None


Course Outcome Competencies:

1. Learners will become more critical receptors of cultural information by adopting active-listening 

methodologies.


2. Learners will strengthen communication skills by acquiring and practicing a conceptual vocabulary for 
listening to, thinking about, and discussing music.


3. Learners will become more informed, more active participants of cultural and aesthetic discourse by 
considering how certain combinations of musical phenomena reflect musical priorities of different 
traditions, time periods, genres, performers, and songwriters/composers.


4. Learners will become more observant of and adaptable to cultural movements by considering the 
ways in which historical, political, religious, and economic contexts inform music creation and 
performance.


Attendance Requirements:

Regular attendance in an online class is just as important as it is in a traditional course. In some ways, 
checking into the classroom regularly is more important.


• [IMPORTANT]: All students will be required to complete an introductory assignment in the first few 
days of class. (Typically, you will have 48 hours to complete the assignment.) Failure to complete the 
assignment before the posted deadline may result in an administrative drop from the course due to 
failing to attend.


• In this eight-week term, a new learning module will open each Monday. It will contain lecture 
material, assigned listening links as well as the weekly quizzes and writing assignments. In order to 
succeed in this course, it is highly recommended that you complete a new learning module each 
week.


Late assignments: Online quizzes and exams (see below) will typically be available for several days. Thus, no 
online quiz or exam can be made up after the due date except in extreme circumstances.


Online Learning Modules

Since this is an online course, all instruction will be presented in learning modules housed in Blackboard. 
These modules may include reading assignments, video lectures, and performance viewing. For each learning 
module, you should attentively review all material, take notes, and ask questions for clarification when 
needed via email. Each weekly learning module will require a minimum of 1.5 to 2 hours to complete. A new 
learning module will appear on Monday morning and will remain available throughout the remainder of the 
semester for your review as needed. [NOTE:] While learning modules will remain open throughout the 
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term, quizzes and written assignments contained in each module will have specific deadlines and will not 
be available for make-up.


The best internet browser for navigating Blackboard is Firefox.  It is free to download.  I recommend you get it, 
if only for this class! Additionally, the course will require that you listen to music as part of the course 
material. A good set of headphones or computer speakers will be helpful as you complete the course.


Weekly Quizzes

Each week, you will complete a short multiple choice quiz reviewing the material covered in the week’s 
learning module. You are welcomed and encouraged to use your notes. However, please be aware that each 
quiz will be TIMED; therefore, you will not have time to search for answers without being familiar with the 
material that has been discussed. All students are encouraged to use a computer with a hardline for taking 
online quizzes and exams.  I will not reset exams that have crashed because they were taken on a cell phone 
or using a wireless connection.  Quizzes will be available in each weekly learning module and will remain open 
until the end of the day on Friday of that week.  Each weekly quiz is worth 10 points.


Journal Entries

One of the goals of this course is that you learn to talk about music that you hear. To this end, you will receive 
a writing prompt each week in Blackboard. The prompt may ask for your opinion about a concept introduced 
in class, your response to a specific piece of music, or your thoughts about some specific aspect of music (e.g. 
the most important aspects of a movie soundtrack). After collecting your thoughts, you will compose a 
journal entry (1 to 3 paragraphs in length) explaining your opinion on the topic. Journal entries will be due on 
Fridays by the end of the day and are worth 20 points each. To receive full credit for the journal entry, your 
writing should demonstrate careful crafting and thoughtful reflection on the topic raised in the prompt. 


Concert Reviews

An important aspect of learning to appreciate music is to experience it in performance. Over the course of the 
semester, you will attend one live concert performances. Approved performances will be regularly updated 
in Blackboard so you will have adequate time to plan to attend the concerts that best fit your personal 
schedule. (NOTE: Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, approved videos may be substituted for live performances 
when adequate social distancing is not possible.) After attending the concert, you will compose a three to 
five-page opinion paper (typed, double spaced, 10 to 12-point font with 1 inch margins) on your experience. 
This is not a research-based assignment. You will not be expected to include biographical information on the 
composers or the music’s historical significance. You should include a description of what you heard in each 
piece of music and your response to the music. 


Exams

Two (2) exams – including the final exam – will be administered over the course of the semester. Material 
covered in each exam will be found in the learning modules.  In addition, students will be required to 
recognize important pieces by hearing only. A listening list will be compiled for each section of the course 
with links to recordings. Students will be able to identify each musical selection by title and composer name. 

https://www.mozilla.org/en-US/firefox/new/?redirect_source=firefox-com
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Exam questions will typically be formatted as multiple choice, matching, and short answers. Each exam is 
worth 100 points of your total grade.


Statement on Plagiarism & Academic Dishonesty:

Wayland Baptist University observes a zero tolerance policy regarding academic dishonesty. Per university 
policy as described in the academic catalog, all cases of academic dishonesty will be reported and second 
offenses will result in suspension from the university.


• Most instances of Academic Dishonesty in this class have involved opinion papers. Turn in work that 
presents your own original thoughts and text based on your current understanding of the material 
presented and you will be fine!


Disability Statement:

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), it is the policy of Wayland Baptist 
University that no otherwise qualified person with a disability be excluded from participation in, be denied 
the benefits of, or be subject to discrimination under any educational program or activity in the university. 
The Coordinator of Counseling Services serves as the coordinator of students with a disability and should be 
contacted concerning accommodation requests at (806) 291-3765. Documentation of a disability must 
accompany any request for accommodations.


Course Requirements & Grading Criteria:

General Wayland semester grade distribution:


A = 90-100% points


B = 80-89% points


C = 70-79% points


D = 60-69% points


F = 59% points and below


Semester grade distribution:

Exams (2 x 100 pts)	 	 38%


Concert Reviews (1 x 100 pts)	 20%


Weekly Quizzes (6 x 10 pts)	 12%


Weekly Journals (8 x 20 pts)	 30%


520 possible points	 	 100%
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Tentative Schedule:


Additional Information:

1) This syllabus is only a plan.


2) The instructor reserves the right to modify any content or requirements during the course.


Date Topics Assignments Due

Week 1  - Aug 9 Syllabus Overview


Introduction & Historical 
Overview

Quiz #1


Journal #1 – Introductory 
Assignment (due Aug 11 for 
attendance)

Week 2 – Aug 16
 Music of the Religious Experience Quiz #2


Journal #2

Week 3 – Aug 23 Music for Dancing Quiz #3


Journal #3

Week 4 – Aug 30 Songs: Folk and Art Songs Exam 1


Journal #4

Week 5 – Sept 6 Music for the Stage Quiz #4


Journal #5

Week 6 – Sept 13 Music for the Stage - American 
20th Century

Quiz #5


Journal #6	

Week 7 – Sept 20 Music for the Concert Hall Quiz #6


Journal #7


Concert Review #1

Week 8  - Sept 27 Music for Celebration Exam 2


Journal #8
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