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Wayland Mission Statement 
Wayland Baptist University exists to educate students in an academically challenging, learning-focused, and distinctively Christian environment for professional success, and service to God and humankind.
Contact Information 
Course
: HIST 3303 <<Section #>> – Texas History
Campus
: WBUonline 
Term/Session
: Fall I, 2026
Instructor
: Dr. Kevin Sweeney
Office Phone Number
: 806.790.9624
WBU Email Address
: sweeneyk@wbu.edu 
Office Hours, Building, and Location
: M through F 9:00-6:00
Class Meeting Time and Location
: N/A
Course Information
Catalog Description
:  Texas prior to statehood as well as cultural, intellectual, social, economic, and religious development of the state.

There is no prerequisite for this course.
Textbook Information
Required Textbook(s) and/or Required Materials
: Campbell, Gone To Texas:  A History of the Lone Star State.  New York:  Oxford University Press, 2003.


<<If using Wayland’s Automatic eBook program, please include this statement; otherwise delete this paragraph.>> The textbook for this course is part of the Wayland’s Automatic eBook program. You will have access to an eBook and interactive learning material on the first day of class through your Blackboard course site. The cost of this Automatic eBook will be billed directly to your student account when you register for the course. You will be notified via email with access instructions and additional information. If you do not wish to participate in the Automatic eBook program, you will have the first 12 days of class to opt-out of the program (additional details will be outlined in your email instructions). For more information on the Automatic eBook program, visit the Wayland Bookstore Automatic eBook FAQ page.

Optional Materials
: <<List optional materials recommended to enhance student learning>>


Course Outcome Competencies
: Upon completion of this course, students will be able to understand and describe:
· The Native cultures of Texas prior to the arrival of non-Indian settlers 
· The major aspects of Spanish colonization and its lasting effect in Texas
· The growth and development of the region under the Republic of Texas 
· The impact of slavery on the economic and political development of Texas 
· The various cultures and major issues of the Antebellum era
· The impact of the Civil War in Texas and the state’s role in the great conflict
· Major issues during Reconstruction in Texas 
· The major events and people of the Populist Movement and Progressivism in Texas 
· The impact of the 1930s Depression and Dust Bowl 
· The growth of Texas during the Second World War and the Cold War 
· The shift from Democratic to Republican party dominance 
Attendance Requirements
<<Select appropriate campus>>

External Campuses
Students enrolled at one of the university’s external campuses should make every effort to attend all class meetings. All absences must be explained to the instructor, who will then determine whether the omitted work may be made up. When a student reaches that number of absences considered by the instructor to be excessive, the instructor will so advise the student and file an unsatisfactory progress report with the external campus executive director/dean. Any student who misses 25 percent or more of the regularly scheduled class meetings may receive a grade of F in the course. Additional attendance policies for each course, as defined by the instructor in the course syllabus, are considered a part of the university’s attendance policy. A student may petition the Academic Council for exceptions to the above stated policies by filing a written request for an appeal to the Vice President of Academic Affairs.

Plainview Campus
The university expects students to make class attendance a priority. Faculty members provide students a copy of attendance requirements. These are provided on the first day of class. Students in programs for which an outside agency (such as the Veteran’s Administration) has stricter attendance requirements will be subject to those requirements. In addition, the university registrar will provide each student affected a list of these regulations. The dean of the school must approve part-time and adjunct faculty class attendance requirements prior to syllabi distribution.

WBUonline
Students are expected to participate in all required instructional activities in their courses. Online courses are no different in this regard; however, participation must be defined in a different manner. Student “attendance” in an online course is defined as active participation in the course as described in the course syllabus. Instructors in online courses are responsible for providing students with clear instructions for how they are required to participate in the course. Additionally, instructors are responsible for incorporating specific instructional activities within their course and will, at a minimum, have weekly mechanisms for documenting student participation. These mechanisms may include, but are not limited to, participating in a weekly discussion board, submitting/completing assignments in Blackboard, or communicating with the instructor. Students aware of necessary absences must inform the professor with as much advance notice as possible in order to make appropriate arrangements. Any student absent 25 percent or more of the online course, i.e., non-participatory during 2 or more weeks of an 8-week session, may receive an F for that course. Instructors may also file a Report of Unsatisfactory Progress for students with excessive non-participation. Any student who has not actively participated in an online class prior to the census date for any given session is considered a “no-show” and will be administratively withdrawn from the class without record. To be counted as actively participating, it is not sufficient to log in and view the course. The student must be submitting work as described in the course syllabus. Additional attendance and participation policies for each course, as defined by the instructor in the course syllabus, are considered a part of the university’s attendance policy.
University Policies
Link to Statement on Academic Integrity , and reference one of the following in regard to how generative artificial intelligence (GAI) such as ChatGPT may or may not be used in this course: 

a. No use of any generative AI tools permitted.
i. Students are required to create and produce all work themselves or with assigned group members. Any work submitted that has used an AI generative tool like Chat GPT will be in immediate violation of the academic integrity policies for the course and WBU.
ii. All assignments must be fully created, designed, and prepared by the student(s).
iii. Any work that uses generative AI will be treated as plagiarism.
iv. Use of generative AI is encouraged as long as students understand the use of generative AI in the course is to be an assistance tool and not the generator of assignments and submitted work. Ultimately, all submitted work must still reflect student’s own work, understanding, and analysis.
v. Specific parameters for generative AI usage provided by the instructor.
vi. Any use of generative AI tools outside of the approved instructor parameters will be considered a form of plagiarism and academic dishonest.

Disability Statement
: In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), it is the policy of Wayland Baptist University that no otherwise qualified person with a disability be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subject to discrimination under any educational program or activity in the university. The Disability Services Coordinator and Academic Coach serves as the coordinator of students with disabilities and must be contacted concerning accommodation requests (office (806) 291-1057. Documentation of a disability must accompany any request for accommodations.
 
Accessibility issues with content in WBUonline courses or in Blackboard should be addressed to the WBU accessibility coordinator, Dr. Rick Hammer, hammerr@wbu.edu or call (806) 292-9150.

Course Requirements and Grading Criteria
There will be three examinations in this class.  Each will be worth a total of 100 points and will allow the student 75 minutes to complete.  The final examination is cumulative and will be worth 100 points and will take place on Wednesday May 15 from 8:00-10:00 AM in Gates Hall 300.  The breakdown for the tests are as follows:

     Exams I ,II, & III:							    	 
Paragraph Questions  							            
Multiple Choice, Matching, True/False, fill in the blank             						
100 pts                                                                                                		

	Eight responses are required to postings on Blackboard.  Responses should answer the question, be thoughtful, and should be between 50-100 words in length.  Each response is worth 10 points each for a total of 100 points.  Assignments are due before class on the date listed in this syllabus.  No late responses will be accepted.
	                                                                                                                                         
Text Quizzes: Each week there will be a quiz covering the reading from the text for that week.  Fifteen questions worth  1 point each for a total of 15 points
Method of determining course grade: 

Grading:
Test 1                		= 100 pts             Grading scale: 	450-500  pts (90-100%) = A
Test II              	 	= 100 pts                                     	400-449 pts (80-89 %)   = B
Test III             	 	= 100 pts                                     	350-399 pts (70-79 %)   = C
Responses        	 	=  80 pts			300-349 pts (60-69 %)   = D
Text Quizzes	    	= 120 pts                                     	Below 300 pts                 = F
Total points       		= 500 pts  
The University has a standard grade scale:
A = 90-100, B = 80-89, C = 70-79, D = 60-69, F= below 60, W = Withdrawal, WP = withdrew passing, WF = withdrew failing, I = incomplete. An incomplete may be given within the last two weeks of a long term, within the last week of an 8-week session, or within the last two days of a microterm to a student who is passing, but has not completed a term paper, examination, or other required work for reasons beyond the student’s control. A grade of “incomplete” is changed if the work required is completed prior to the last day of the next long 16-week term or 8-week session, unless the instructor designates an earlier date for completion.  If the work is not completed by the appropriate date, the I is converted to an F.

Student Grade Appeals
: Students shall have protection through orderly procedures against prejudices or capricious academic evaluation. A student who believes that he or she has not been held to realistic academic standards, just evaluation procedures, or appropriate grading, may appeal the final grade given in the course by using the student grade appeal process described in the Academic Catalog. Appeals may not be made for advanced placement examinations or course bypass examinations. Appeals are limited to the final course grade, which may be upheld, raised, or lowered at any stage of the appeal process. Any recommendation to lower a course grade must be submitted through the Vice President of Academic Affairs to the Faculty Assembly Grade Appeals Committee for review and approval. The Faculty Assembly Grade Appeals Committee may instruct that the course grade be upheld, raised, or lowered to a more proper evaluation.

Tentative Schedule
Date		Lecture Topic				Assignment			Reading

Week 1		Geography of Texas
		Native People of Texas							Ch 1
		The Spanish in Texas			Response 1, Quiz 1		Chs 2 & 3

Week 2		Filibusters								Ch 5
		Land Grants and Anglo Settlement
		Road to Revolt				Response 2, Quiz 2

Week 3		Texas Revolution							Ch 6
		Test I					Response 3, Quiz 3

Week 4		Republic of Texas I							Ch 8
		Republic of Texas II							Ch 9
		Statehood				Response 4, Quiz 4

Week 5		Antebellum Texas							
		The Civil War								Ch 10
		Reconstruction				Response 5, Quiz 5		Ch 11

Week 6		The Indian Frontier							Ch 12
		Test II					Response 6, Quiz 6
	
Week 7		Populism								
		Progressivism								Ch 13
		Tejanos in Texas			Response 7, Quiz 7

Week 8 	WWI and the 1920s							Ch 14
		Depression and WWII							Ch 15
		Modern Texas 								Ch 16
		Test III					Response 8, Quiz 8
Additional Information
<<Section can be deleted if not needed>>
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