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VIRTUAL CAMPUS
School of Christian Studies


WAYLAND BAPTIST UNIVERSITY MISSION STATEMENT:  Wayland Baptist University exists to educate students in an academically challenging, learning-focused and distinctively Christian environment for professional success, and service to God and humankind.

COURSE NUMBER & NAME: 
HEBR 5301 Biblical Hebrew I

TERM: 

INSTRUCTOR:
Dr. Timothy M. Pierce

CONTACT INFORMATION
[bookmark: _Hlk148364255]Cell Phone 903-263-7216  

OFFICE HOURS, BUILDING, AND LOCATION: 
The student is free to e-mail me at any time. I will accept phone calls on my cell phone Mon - Fri 8am – 10 pm CST, though I may have to call back if I am in class or a meeting

CLASS MEETING TIME AND LOCATION: 
Online class, weekly interaction required as noted below

CATALOG DESCRIPTION:  
A study of the language of the Hebrew Old Testament with attention to vocabulary, grammar, and syntax through the reading of selected Old Testament texts.

PRE-REQUISITE
None

REQUIRED TEXTBOOK AND RESOURCES: (Fill in from approved textbook list, with ISBN.)

	Title
	Editor/Author
	Publisher
	Ed
	Year
	ISBN

	Learning to Read Biblical Hebrew: An Introductory Grammar
	Robert Ray Ellis
	Baylor University Press
	1st
	2006
	Print ISBN   
9781932792560 
eText ISBN 
9781602581128 



This course includes Automatic eBooks.  Opt out date is the 8th day of class (second Monday of the session).  Click on the menu link for more details.




OPTIONAL MATERIALS:
Will be distributed by professor
 
COURSE OUTCOME COMPETENCIES:  
1. Demonstrate understanding of the analysis of the verb forms and the basic function and syntax of the Hebrew language
2. Demonstrate the development of a Hebrew vocabulary of over 400 of the most used Hebrew words in the Old Testament
3. Demonstrate the effective use of a Hebrew dictionary and the ability to translate simple sentences from the Hebrew Bible

ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS: As stated in the Wayland Catalog, students enrolled at one of the University’s external campuses should make every effort to attend all class meetings. All absences must be explained to the instructor, who will then determine whether the omitted work may be made up. When a student reaches that number of absences considered by the instructor to be excessive, the instructor will so advise the student and file an unsatisfactory progress report with the campus executive director. Any student who misses 25 percent or more of the regularly scheduled class meetings may receive a grade of F in the course. Additional attendance policies for each course, as defined by the instructor in the course syllabus, are considered a part of the University’s attendance policy.  

STATEMENT ON PLAGIARISM & ACADEMIC DISHONESTY:
Please click on this link to   to understand policies concerning plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty. All work must be the work of the student. In addition to normal means of plagiarism, the following policy concerning AI generated works also applies:
No use of any generative AI tools permitted.
· Students are required to create and produce all work themselves or with assigned group members. Any work submitted that has used an AI generative tool like ChatGPT will be in immediate violation of the academic integrity policies for the course and WBU.
· All assignments must be fully created, designed, and prepared by the student(s). 
· Any work that uses generative AI will be treated as plagiarism.
DISABILITY STATEMENT: “In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), it is the policy of Wayland Baptist University that no otherwise qualified person with a disability be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subject to discrimination under any educational program or activity in the university. The Disability Services Coordinator and Academic Coach serves as the coordinator of students with disabilities and must be contacted concerning accommodation requests (office (806) 291-1057. Documentation of a disability must accompany any request for accommodations.”
COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING CRITERIA:  

· [bookmark: _Hlk148361401]Students are expected to complete all of the weekly readings as outlined in the course schedule. This includes readings from the textbook and online lecture notes/videos. These readings will enable students to participate in the weekly discussion boards as well as complete the weekly quizzes.

· Students will take a weekly quiz over 10 vocabulary words from the previous week’s exercises in Ellis.  These words are introduced in the exercises by the sentence – “learn to recognize, pronounce and translate the following words.” Though the lists  will include more than 10 words, the student will be responsible for only 10 of them – randomly chosen by the professor. The student is expected to hold on to the memory of the words throughout the semester, as the words will appear on the major exams as well. The quizzes are not proctored but should be taken without any written aids and should be taken by midnight Central Time on Saturday each week. The Final Exam will include a section with a selection from all the Hebrew lists. The words from the exam week chapters will fall into the quiz that immediately follows the exam.

· Each week students will submit a written assignment based on the exercises in the textbook. These may be completed using written aids and should be submitted by midnight Central Time on Saturday each week. For assignments that require writing in Hebrew, the student will be expected to submit photos or pdfs of their handwritten work. 

· Each student will take a Final Exam covering the textbook materials and vocabulary. While the vocabulary portion should be taken without aids, the remainder of the exams will be open book (you may use the textbook). The exam does not need to be proctored and students will have a week to take each exam.  

Course Evaluation (Method of Determining Grade):  University Grading System
		A	90-100 	
		B	80-89 		
		C	70-79	
		D	60-69	
		F	BELOW 60	

•	Procedure for computations of final grade [points and assignments may vary]
		Weekly Textbook Assignments			20%
		Weekly Vocabulary Quizzes				15%
		Final Exam						20%
		

Students shall have protection through orderly procedures against prejudices or capricious academic evaluation. A student who believes that he or she has not been held to realistic academic standards, just evaluation procedures, or appropriate grading, may appeal the final grade given in the course by using the student grade appeal process described in the Academic Catalog.  Appeals may not be made for advanced placement examinations or course bypass examinations. Appeals are limited to the final course grade, which may be upheld, raised, or lowered at any stage of the appeal process. Any recommendation to lower a course grade must be submitted through the vice president of academic affairs to the Faculty Assembly Grade Appeals Committee for review and approval. The Faculty Assembly Grade Appeals Committee may instruct that the course grade be upheld, raised, or lowered to a more proper evaluation.  

[bookmark: _Hlk148364823]Other Information:
· Video Lectures
The professor will post video lectures each week. A link will be posted where the student can go and watch the lectures. Exam questions will draw upon these lectures.

· Asking Questions
Undoubtedly, throughout the semester questions will arise concerning assignments or other logistical issues.  Such questions are welcomed and encouraged.  In order to prevent the repetition of having to answer the same question from various students and in order to allow other students to benefit from the questions, it is requested that any question that the student asks be posted in the Discussion Forum area under Forum 1: Questions from Students.  I would respectfully ask that other students not respond to questions asked here, although other questions may be asked based on answers offered.  Questions of a biblical nature should be asked in the “Questions to Professor” assignment or via email.   

[bookmark: _Hlk148363356]





TENTATIVE SCHEDULE:  
Reading/Homework Assignments – Ellis (ELL) 
*Specific sections for each of the Lessons in Ellis will be identified at the beginning of each week
*In Ellis, exercises, when he writes “without consulting any charts,” you are allowed to consult the charts if you wish. 

Week One:		Introduction to Alphabet and Vowels		       	
ELL: Lessons 1 and 2 

Week Two	 	Transliteration and Special Marks
					ELL: Lessons 3 and 4

Week Three		Nouns
					ELL: Lessons 5 and 7

Week Four: 		Prepositions, Conjunctions and Adjectives
ELL: Lessons 6 and 8

Week Five: 	 	Pronominal Suffixes
					ELL: Lessons 9 – 11 

Week Six: 		Perfect Verbs
					ELL: Lessons 12 - 13

Week Seven:		Imperfect Verbs
					ELL: 14 – 15

Week Eight: 
			Final Exam 
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