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I.
Course Description

Philosophical thinking about religion with emphasis on the Judeo-Christian tradition; major attention on the nature of religious experience, the nature and existence of God, the problem of evil and suffering, religious epistemology, human destiny, and the relation of science and religion.
II.
Course Data


Professor: 
Hal N. Ostrander


Mobile:
Office - (478) 278-4066 (always leave a message)


Email:
hcamas2004@yahoo.com or harold.ostrander@wayland.wbu.edu
Ill. 
Textbooks


DeWeese, Garrett, J., and J. P. Moreland. Philosophy Made Slightly Less Difficult. InterVarsity Press, 2005 (PMS).


Sproul, R. C.  The Consequences of Ideas. Wheaton, Illinois: Crossway Books, 2018, reissue ed (COI).

Various handouts throughout the semester.

IV. 
Course Objectives

A. To provide students with a basic understanding of philosophy’s influence on life, culture, academia, etc., 




especially in light of questions about God, truth, reason, faith, science, evil and suffering, etc.


B.
 
To introduce students to the more important philosophical/religious ideas posed by thinkers past and present.


C.
 
To increase students' appreciation for the study of philosophy as a discipline. 


D.
 
To familiarize students with philosophy’s sub-disciplines – metaphysics, epistemology, ethics, aesthetics 




and logic.


E.
 
To acquaint students with resource helps as well as a bibliography of philosophical materials.


F.
 
To equip students with a biblical philosophy centering on God's revelation of Himself by person and word.


G.
 
To encourage competent use of philosophical insights in teaching and preaching.


H.
 
To assist students in developing a comprehensive worldview.  


I.
 
To promote Masters level study of philosophy. 

V.
Methods of Study


The above goals and objectives for the course will be accomplished primarily by using the two most essential, 

tried-and-true methods for academic preparation:  

A. Printed lectures will introduce important persons, writings and schools of thought as well as provide a framework for surveying and investigating different eras in the philosophy of religion. These presentations will uncover issues, summarize arguments and clarify questions. Audio/video posts may be used at times to supplement this method.


B.
Reading assignments from the texts will provide each student an opportunity for disciplined self-study and a broader assimilation of the materials presented in class. To assist this process students are expected to keep extensive class notes.

VI. 
Suggestions for Super Students!

A. Carefully study (rather than just read!) the assigned materials in COI and PMS and write chapter summaries 


for the books.

B. Make a diligent search in various other philosophy or philosophy of religion texts for those perspectives and 

topics not investigated thoroughly enough by COI and PMS.   


C.
Study one or more of your favorite issues in philosophy by reading primary texts on the subject.

D. Try to determine what a particular philosophical or religious stance intended to convey originally, then ask the 

philosophic/hermeneutical question: "In light of what has been said, how does this kind of philosophical thinking
 
assist us in attaining truth?"

VlI.   Course Requirements & Grading


A.
Course Requirements:

1. Reading Quizzes & Log (10%):  Expect weekly quizzes over the readings. Two quizzes will be dropped 
on the basis of lowest scores.  Missed quizzes cannot be taken at a later time  Notes taken on the readings may be used on the quizzes! See the Tentative Course Schedule below regarding what pages to read from the assigned texts in order to prepare for the quizzes. A record of the student’s readings must also be kept by way of a provided reading log. Students must turn in their reading log reports (recorded with integrity!) on the evening of the final exam, 10/28-3.

2. Examinations (60%):  Three exams will be given, each test including only the material covered during the preceding period of study and count as 20% of the cumulative course grade. The final exam will not be comprehensive over the entire semester's materials!  Students are expected to keep extensive notes, 

and all test questions will come from class lectures and discussions. Test reviews will be provided.

· First Exam 

–
9-9/14
· Second Exam
–
9-23/28
· Final Exam  

–
10-28/31
3. Philosophic Lexicon (10%):  Due 10-14/19, the purpose of this assignment is to build up the student's philosophical vocabulary. It is recommended that the student complete the lexical definitions well in advance of the due date so that terms utilized in class lectures/discussions or encountered in assigned readings will be accessible to the student.  
4. Research Paper (15%):  Research Paper (15%):  Each student is expected to submit a research paper by         10-28/31.  Late papers will be counted off five points per day late, including weekends! This assignment is meant to be a formal term paper on some aspect of Christian theology, either a particular doctrine or a person(s) advocating a particular doctrinal system. The paper must include a thorough description of the chosen topic as well as the student’s own critical evaluation of the same. Plagiarism will result in automatic failure of the assignment! Please note that the School of Religious Studies uses TURNITIN plagiarism technology with respect to research papers.  If a research paper, however, is not submitted at all, the student will receive an automatic failure for the course!



The paper must be at least twelve to fifteen (12-15) pages in length with organized section headings, word processed, 




double-spaced, font size 12 (Times New Roman), and one (1) inch margins on all sides. All other formatting aspects


must also be in accordance with Kate L. Turabian, A Manual for Writers, 6th Edition. A title page and bibliography




(no Wikipedia entries, please!) must be submitted but a table of contents isn’t necessary. "Research" implies that 




the paper is to be a careful exploration of the major views on a topic. After a one to two paragraph long introduction, 




the majority of the paper should reflect a straightforward presentation of the various positions on the doctrine as well 




as its major adherents and the rationale behind their positions. Also utilize at least a page for concluding remarks and 




evaluation. Be sure to provide documentation from at least ten (10) cited sources, including primary and secondary 




book sources, journal articles, and a maximum of three (3) Internet sources, reliable in nature! The topic for the 




research paper topic must be authorized by the professor prior to research or writing.  
5. Attendance (5%):  The class is scheduled to meet eleven (11) weeks. It is important to check in each week in order to keep up with the assignments. If there is no activity for three of the eleven weeks, it will affect your overall grade.
6. Course Grading:
A
=
90% or above
D  =
60 - 69% 









B 
=
80 - 89%
F
=
59% or below








C
=
70 - 79%

VIII.
                                                              Tentative Course Schedule *
PART ONE: Our Intellectual Heritage

    Week #
Date
Content
Assignments Due

1
8-19/24
Introduction to the Course

None






Introduction to Philosophy & Christian Faith






2
8-26/31
Our Intellectual Heritage

Quiz 1 – COI: 7-63



The Scientific Age: Copernicus, Kepler, Galileo & Newton



The Medieval Era, Renaissance, Reformation & Rationalism


3
9-2/7
Continental Rationalism's Heyday

Quiz 2 – COI: 65-90



British Empiricism's Backlash



Immanuel Kant's "Enlightened" World



Review for the First Exam will be on Blackboard!
PART TWO: That Amazing 19th Century!

    Week #
Date
Content
      
Assignments Due

4
9-9/14
First Exam


Quiz 3 – COI: 91-146



Friedrich Schleiermacher's "Experience"





Georg W. F. Hegel's Dialectic





Søren Kierkegaard's Revolt











Week #
Date
Content


Assignments Due

    5  
9-16/21
Charles Darwin's Theory of Evolution


Quiz 4 – COI: 147-203 



Karl Marx's Dialectical Materialism




Friedrich Nietzsche's "Superman"



Liberal Theology's Rise & Conservative Reaction



Review for the Second Exam will be on Blackboard!
PART THREE: The 20th Century Challenge to Evangelical Faith

    Week #
Date
Content
      

Assignments Due

6
9-23/28
Second Exam


Quiz 5 – PMS: Chs. 1 & 2



Language Philosophy & Verification



Philosophical Theology: God as Process



World Religions & Relativistic Pluralism



The New Age Movement: A Search for God?



Attacks on Miracles & Revelation

7
9-30/10-5
The Classical Problem of Evil & Suffering

Quiz 6 – PMS: Chs. 3 & 4


What It Means to be Modern





What It Means to be Postmodern






What It Means to Still be Premodern

 
PART FOUR: The 21st Century Challenge from Evangelical Faith

    Week #
Date
Content
       

Assignments Due


8
10-7/12
Classical Arguments for God's Existence


Quiz 7 – PMS: Chs. 5, 6 & 7


The Significance of Religious Experience




Creation: Genesis as Theology & Philosophy

9
10-14/19
Basic Elements of Any Worldview

Philosophical Lexicon due! 



Testing Worldviews for Truth 


       10
10-21/26
Christian Faith's Historical Foundation                                  Research Paper due on 10-21/26



Faith & Reason: Two Integral Approaches                                      Review for the Final Exam 
                                                                                          
   will be on Blackboard 10-28/31                          
       11
10-28/31
Final Exam!  
                       Reading Log Due!                                             
“All that are called philosophers are not lovers of the true wisdom.

True wisdom is the love of God.  Now if God be wisdom,

as truth and the Scriptures testify, then a true

philosopher is a lover of God.”




                                            — St. Augustine        

IX.
Important Matters


Academic Honesty 

“University students are expected to conduct themselves according to the highest standards of academic honesty. Academic misconduct for which a student is subject to penalty includes all forms of cheating, such as illicit possession of examinations or examination materials, forgery, or plagiarism. Plagiarism is the presentation of the work of another as one’s own work. It is the student’s responsibility to be familiar with penalties associate with plagiarism.” (WBU Catalog, 2015-2016) 

Attendance 

Students enrolled at one of the University's external campus should make every effort to attend all class meetings. All absences must be explained to the instructor, who will decide whether the omitted work may be made-up. When a student reaches a number of absences considered by the instructor to be excessive, the instructor will so advise the student, and file an Unsatisfactory Progress report with the center director. Any student who misses twenty-five (25%) or more of the regularly scheduled class meetings will receive a grade of "F" for the course.  Additional attendance policies for each course, as defined by the instructor in the course syllabus, are considered a part of the University's attendance policy (WBU Catalog 2015-2016). 
Classroom Conduct 

“Students who disrupt class will be directed to leave immediately and report to the campus dean, who will discuss with the student the cause of the disruption. The student will only return to the class with the permission of the campus dean and the faculty member involved.” (WBU Catalog, 2015-2016) 
Course Requirements & Grading Criteria

Students shall have protection through orderly procedures against prejudices or capricious academic evaluation.  A student who believes that he or she has not been held to realistic academic standards, just evaluation procedures,       or appropriate grading, may appeal the final grade given in the course by using the student grade appeal process described in the Academic Catalog.  Appeal s may not be made for advanced placement examinations or course bypass examinations. Appeals are limited to the final course grade, which may be upheld, raised, or lowered at any stage of the appeal process.  Any recommendation to lower a course grade must be submitted through the Executive Vice President/Provost to the Faculty Assembly Grade Appeals Committee for review and approval.  The Faculty Assembly Grade Appeals Committee may instruct that the course grade be upheld, raised, or lowered to a more proper evaluation.
Disability Statement
“In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), it is the policy of Wayland Baptist University that no otherwise qualified person with a disability be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subject to discrimination under any educational program or activity in the university. The Coordinator of Counseling Services serves as the coordinator of students with a disability and should be contacted concerning accommodation requests at (806) 291-3765. Documentation of a disability must accompany any request for accommodations.” (WBU Academic Catalog, 2015-2016) 




* This syllabus is intended to reflect accurately the course description, content outline, course objectives, grading criteria, activities to be evaluated, major exam dates, policy on absences, course bibliography and other information necessary for students to appraise the course.  However, the professor reserves the right to modify any portion of this syllabus as may appear necessary because of events and circumstances that change throughout the semester.
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