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SCHOOL OF CHRISTIAN STUDIES

Wayland Baptist University Mission Statement
Wayland Baptist University exists to educate students in an academically challenging, learning-focused and distinctively Christian environment for professional success and service to God and humankind.

HEBR5303-VC01
Hebrew Tools for Ministry
Spring 1 2026

Instructor:  David Maltsberger, Ph.D. 

Instructor Information 
· Email: david.maltsberger@wayland.wbu.edu
· All emails are answered within 24 hours
· Office Hours: By appointment online or by telephone 

Class Meeting Time: 
· Since this is an online class, class meeting times will be observed by regular and timely participation in online activities every week. Course activities and assignments will be divided into manageable daily portions to promote the highest level of language skill in the limited eight-week term.   
· There is no specific time in which the student must log in each week although consistent frequency will contribute to course success.
· There are specific due dates for the various readings, quizzes, and assignments.

Catalogue Description. HEBR 5303
Introduction to the Hebrew language and practice in the use of exegetical tools for understanding Old Testament texts, concentrating on the practical exploration of the Hebrew Old Testament rather than extensive memorization of Hebrew forms and vocabulary. Prerequisites: None

Required Resource Materials
EBooks are included with the course, fees apply.  Hard copies listed below may be purchased separately.  Students may opt out of eBooks per the requirements of the university.
Required
	TITLE
	EDITOR/AUTHOR
	PUBLISHER
	ED
	YEAR
	ISBN#

	Hebrew for the Rest of Us 
	Lee M. Fields
	Zondervan
	Enhanced edition
	2008
	9780310132172



Course Outcome Competencies:  Students will: 
At the end of this course, the student should demonstrate the following: 
1. Understanding of the Hebrew alphabet and basics of Hebrew grammar. 
2. Acquisition of a basic vocabulary of the most frequently used Hebrew words.
3. Familiarity with and proficiency in using various biblical Hebrew reference tools. 
4. Understanding of the principles for effective word studies and their proper use in exegesis. 

Attendance Requirements 
Student “attendance” in an online course is defined as active participation in the course as described in the course syllabus. Instructors in online courses are responsible for providing students with clear instructions for how they are required to participate in the course. Additionally, instructors are responsible for incorporating specific instructional activities within their course and will, at a minimum, have weekly mechanisms for documenting student participation. These mechanisms may include, but are not limited to, participating in a weekly discussion board, submitting/completing assignments in Blackboard, or communicating with the instructor. 	
Students aware of necessary absences must inform the professor with as much advance 	notice as possible in order to make appropriate arrangements. Any student absent 25 percent or more of the online course, i.e., non-participatory during 3 or more weeks of an 11-week term, may receive an F for that course. Instructors may also file a Report of Unsatisfactory Progress for students with excessive non-participation. Any student who has not actively participated in an online class prior to the census date for any given term is considered a “no-show” and will be administratively withdrawn from the class without record. To be counted as actively participating, it is not sufficient to log in and view the course. The student must be submitting work as described in the course syllabus.

Statement on Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty:  
· Link to Statement on Academic Integrity  
· Wayland Baptist University observes a zero-tolerance policy regarding academic dishonesty. Per university policy as described in the academic catalog, all cases of academic dishonesty will be reported and second offenses will result in suspension from the university.

Statement on Generative AI (GAI) and use of online language tools:  
· Generative AI tools permitted in specific contexts and with proper citations.
a. Students are allowed to use, reference, or incorporate generative AI tools into specific assignments for this course. When used, students must properly cite the generative AI tool in their submitted work. 
b. While there is no true substitute for direct help and instruction for your instructor, students may be allowed to use generative AI tools to provide further explanations of course content, readings, and other assignments. Any use of generative AI tools to help further explain or translate content must be properly referenced and cited.
c. Specific parameters for generative AI usage are provided by the instructor.
d. Any use of generative AI tools outside of the approved instructor parameters will be considered a form of plagiarism and academic dishonesty.
· Online language tools, such as BlueLetterBible.org and the STEPBible.org, can be used in specific contexts and with proper citations.  

Disability Statement
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), it is the policy of Wayland Baptist University that no otherwise qualified person with a disability be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subject to discrimination under any educational program or activity in the university. The Coordinator of Counseling Services serves as the coordinator of students with a disability and should be contacted concerning accommodation requests at (806) 291-3765. Documentation of a disability must accompany any request for accommodations.

Course Requirements
· Review of all assignments posted each week in Blackboard. 
· Prompt and regular attention to the assigned readings and written assignments. 
· Careful attention to any video lectures by the textbook author or course instructor. 
· Vocabulary and grammar review is required daily. You will build a basic Hebrew vocabulary as well as understanding of the grammatical structure and translation tools in using the Hebrew biblical text. 
· Review assignments with each chapter reading. 
· Twenty total quizzes on grammatical and vocabulary content of each chapter.  
· One Final Hebrew translation and textual research project. 

Tentative Schedule:
	Date
	Objectives and Assignments

	Week 1
Jan 12-18
	Introduction to the Syllabus and Course (Complete instructions on Blackboard)
Introduction to Hebrew Bible and Alphabet	       Fields: Preface, Chs. 1-4 


	Week 2
Jan 19-25
	Roots and Clauses				       Fields: Chs. 5 and 6

	Week 3
Jan 26- Feb 1
	Prefixes					       Fields: Chs. 7, 8, and 10

	Week 4
Feb 2-8
	Nouns and Adjectives				       Fields: Chs. 9, 11, and 12


	Week 5
Feb 9-15
	Introduction to Verbs				       Fields: Chs. 13-15

	Week 6
Feb 16-22
	Verbals				       				       	       Fields: Chs. 16, and 17

	Week 7
Feb 23-Mar1
	Using the Tools for Exegesis			       Fields: Chs. 18-21

	Week 8
Mar 2-7
	 
The Final Project must be submitted before 11pm CST, Saturday March 7th.





University Grading System:
		Symbol		Percentage
		A		90-100
		B		80-89
		C		70-79
		D		60-69
		F		Below 60
		I**		Incomplete	
**A grade of incomplete is changed if the deficiency is made up by midterm of the next regular semester; otherwise, it becomes "F".  This grade is given only if circumstances beyond the student's control prevented completion of work during the semester enrolled and attendance requirements have been met. 

Procedure for computations of final grade:  
The final course grades will be derived from a combination of the three exams and 6 quizzes as follows: 
1. Final Exam			30% of final grade
2. Assignments & Quizzes	70%  
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