
WAYLAND BAPTIST UNIVERSITY

VIRTUAL CAMPUS

ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM

WAYLAND MISSION STATEMENT: Wayland Baptist University exists to educate students in an academically challenging, learning-focused and distinctively Christian environment for professional success, lifelong learning, and service to God and humankind.

The Academic Achievement Program provides courses in reading, writing, mathematics, and study skills, facilitated by qualified academic personnel, for students who need to develop more competence in those areas in order to be academically successful in the university setting.
Course Title and Number: ACAC 0326; Elementary Algebra

Term: Spring 2014
Name of Instructor: Mrs. Sarah Fountain

Email Address: Sarah.fountain@wayland.wbu.edu (Best way to contact her!)
Phone: 806-291-7996 (DO NOT TEXT this number!) Please, no calls after 9:00 p.m. CST

Office Hours: Available via Skype, by appointment.  My username is “ACAC0326 Office Hours.”

Catalog Description: Review of operations using signed numbers, roots, exponents, set notation, unions and intersections, function notation, scientific notation, and operations involving exponents and polynomials.   Lecture three hours and required lab of one hour.  Students must earn a “C” or better and have an Accuplacer score of 67 to exit this course.

Prerequisites: None

Placement: Placement of students in Elementary Algebra is based on an Accuplacer score between 44 and 66.

Required Materials:

MyMathLab Student Access Kit (ISBN10:032119991X, ISBN13: 978-0321199911)


Wayland e-mail address

Optional Materials:


Introductory and Intermediate Algebra through Applications, 3rd Edition; Akst and Bragg (The complete textbook is available online as part of MyMathLab.  A physical copy of the textbook is optional.)

ACADEMIC HONESTY: 


 University students are expected to conduct themselves according to the highest standards of academic honesty.  Academic misconduct for which a student is subject to penalty includes all forms of cheating, such as illicit possession of examinations or examination materials, forgery, or plagiarism.  (Plagiarism is the presentation of the work of another as one’s own work). Disciplinary action for academic misconduct is the responsibility of the faculty members assigned to the course.  The faculty member is charged with assessing the gravity of any case of academic dishonesty, and with giving sanctions to any student involved.  Penalties may be applied to individual cases of academic dishonesty; see catalog for more information about academic dishonesty.

Course Outline/Outcome Competencies:

Upon completion of this course, students actively engaged in learning will be familiar with the following topics and be able to use them to set up and solve mathematical models of real-world problems.

1. Review rules of signed numbers, roots, exponents, set notation, unions, intersections and function notation.

2.  Learn the basics of graphing with slope and  y intersection 

3. Master solving equations with variables on both sides, proportions, formulas and literal equations

4. Be able to use the rules involving exponents and operations of polynomials

5. Master the basic factoring operations

DISABILITY STATEMENT:


In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), it is the policy of Wayland Baptist University that no otherwise qualified person with a disability be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subject to discrimination under any educational program or activity in the university.  The Coordinator of Counseling Services serves as the coordinator of students with a disability and should be contacted concerning accommodation requests at (806) 291-3765.  Documentation of a disability must accompany any request for accommodations.
Course Requirements and Grading Criteria:

EVALUATION: UNIVERSITY GRADING SYSTEM:

	    A      90-100

   B
  80-89

   C
  70-79
           

   D
  60-69

   F
  below 60

  Cr         Credit

  NCR     No Credit

  I           Incomplete*

  W         Withdrawal

  WP       Withdrew Passing

  WF       Withdrew Failing

  X         No grade given

  IP         In Progress


	A grade of “CR” indicates that credit in semester hours was granted but no grade or grade points were recorded.

*A grade of incomplete is changed if the work required is completed prior to the date indicated in the official University calendar of the next long term, unless the instructor designates an earlier date for completion.  If the work is not completed by the appropriate date, the I is converted to the grade of F.  An incomplete notation cannot remain on the student’s permanent record and must be replaced by the qualitative grade (A-F) by the date specified in the official University calendar of the next regular term.


Most evaluations will be in MyMathLab, an online mathematical instructional program.  The purchasing of a Student Access code is ESSENTIAL to complete the assignments in this course.

Final grade for the course will be based on the following:

	MyMathLab assignments
	All assignments averaged to equal 1 exam grade

	Exams (including the comprehensive final)
	Averaged for the final grade

	An average of “C” or better must be achieved to pass the course.


Late assignment policy:  All assignments are due on the publicly announced due date and time.  (All due times are set in the Central Time Zone, so plan accordingly.)  Any assignments not completed on time will lose 10% of the value of the missing material for each late day.  Late assignments will NOT be accepted after 7 days.  Tests and Practice Tests will NOT be accepted late!

Proctored Test Policy:
Although this is an online course, and most of the assignments can be done at any time during their assigned week, tests are not given the same amount of flexibility as homework assignments.  Therefore, in order to ensure that tests are completed on time and in an orderly fashion, students must arrange to have a proctor monitor them during the test-taking process.  The tests will still be online on MyMathLab, but you will not be able to take the test without a password which only the proctor will receive.  The proctor, in addition to giving you the password, will check your VALID Photo ID before you will be allowed to take the test. You will need to submit a Proctor Request form at least ONE WEEK before the first test date (3/17).  Please take the time as soon as possible to contact a potential proctor who meets the criteria outlined in on the proctor request form website:


http://www.wbu.edu/academics/online_programs/proctor/proctorrequest.htm
Test Weeks:

Students can schedule a test with a proctor at any time during its assigned week

Test 1: March 17-22
Test 2: April 7-12
Test 3: April 21-26
Test 4: May 5-10
Final Exam: May 12-17
Attendance Policy:

Students are expected to participate in all required instructional activities in their courses. Online courses are no different in this regard; however, participation must be defined in a different manner.

1. Student “attendance” in an online course is defined as active participation in the course as described in the course syllabus. Instructors in online courses are responsible for providing students with clear instructions for how they are required to participate in the course. Additionally, instructors are responsible for incorporating specific instructional activities within their course and will, at a minimum, have weekly mechanisms for documenting student participation. These mechanisms may include, but are not limited to, participating in a weekly discussion board, submitting/completing assignments in Blackboard, or communicating with the instructor.

2. Students aware of necessary absences must inform the professor with as much advance notice as possible in order to make appropriate arrangements.

3. Any student absent 25 percent or more of the online course, i.e., non-participatory during 3 or more weeks of an 11 week term, may receive an F for that course. Instructors may also file a Report of Unsatisfactory Progress for students with excessive non-participation.

4. Any student who has not actively participated in an online class prior to the census date for any given term is considered a "no-show" and will be administratively withdrawn from the class without record. To be counted as actively participating, it is not sufficient to log in and view the course. The student must be submitting work as described in the course syllabus.
5. Additional attendance and participation policies for each course, as defined by the instructor in the course syllabus, are considered a part of the university’s attendance policy.

Course Participation:

For this course, “participation” is defined as completing the online homework assignments, tests, and quizzes outlined under “Weekly Assignments” on Blackboard each week.  Most of these will be through the MyMathLab program, but periodically there will be online assignments that will be completed through Blackboard.  These will be explained as part of each specific assignment.

Tentative schedule:

This syllabus is only a plan.  The teacher may modify the plan during the course.  The requirements and grading criteria may be changed during the course if necessary.
	Week 1: February 24-March 1
Class orientation, getting to know you

Pre-Algebra Review:

Order of Operations

Factors

Fractions, Decimals, and Percents
	Week 2: March 3-8
Combining Signed Numbers
Translating, Evaluating, and Simplifying Algebraic Expressions

	Week 3: March 10-15
Spring Break
(Exam review available)
	Week 4: March 17-22
Exam Review
Exam 1

	Week 5: March 24-29
Solving Linear Equations

Introduction to Exponents

	Week 6: March 31-April 5
More Laws of exponents

Adding/subtracting polynomials
Multiplying monomials

Multiplying binomials (FOIL)

Special binomial products

	Week 7: April 7-12
Exam review

Exam 2
	Week 8: April 14-19
Greatest Common Factor (GCF)
Factoring polynomials by grouping

Factoring polynomials whose leading coefficient is 1

Factoring polynomials whose leading coefficient is not 1

	Week 9: April 21-26
Exam Review

Exam 3
	Week 10: April 28-May 3
Introduction to Graphing

Slope of a Line

Graphing Linear Equations

	Week 11: May 5-10
Exam Review

Exam 4


	Week 12: May 12-17
Course Review

Final Exam

(Last day of class: Saturday, May 17)


Important Dates:

Last day to withdraw with “W”

April 25



Last day to withdraw with a “WP/WF”
May 2



Last Class




May 17

