Wayland Baptist University

Virtual Campus – Spring 2014
February 24th – May 17th 
Wayland Baptist University exists to educate students in an academically challenging, learning-focused 

and distinctively Christian environment for professional success and service to God and humankind.
Geography 1301 – Introduction to Physical Geography
Instructor: Beverly Penner, MA
beverly.penner@wayland.wbu.edu 
Catalog Description: Study of the physical world including the characteristics, processes of formation, distribution, and interrelationships of land and water, climate, vegetation, and soils. 
There is no pre-requisite for this course.  

Textbook:  
McKnight's Physical Geography: A Landscape Appreciation Plus MasteringGeography with eText -- Access Card Package (11th Edition) by Darrel Hess & Dennis G Tasa
ISBN 9780321818942 (text and code bundle) 
IMPORTANT NOTE: You should be able to purchase an actual text or an e-text, depending on your preference.  However, you MUST have a code for the student companion site (Mastering Geography).  Wherever you buy from, ensure that you have this code!   If you are not sure, please buy the bundle listed above from the WBU bookstore so that you have the appropriate resources and can begin the course immediately when the term starts.  You cannot fully participate in the course without the student website code.
Course Outcome Competencies: Students will be able to demonstrate an understanding of – 
· The physical characteristics of the planet Earth.
· The four basic spheres of the Earth:  Hydrosphere, Lithosphere, Biosphere, and
Atmosphere.

· The major forces and concepts of climate.

· The basic internal forces that help create landscape: volcanism, plate tectonics, and 

erosion. 

· The major soil types found on the Earth.

· The basic functions of fluvial processes.

· The process of glaciation and its impact on the Earth. 

· The causes and impacts of coastal processes. 
Virtual Campus Attendance Policy:
According to the WBU academic catalog (pg. 91 in the 2013-14 edition): “Attendance is defined as active participation in the course as described in the syllabus…Students aware of necessary absences must inform the professor with as much advance notice as possible in order to make appropriate arrangements. Any student absent 25 percent or more of the online course, i.e., non-participatory during 3 or more weeks of an 11 week term, may receive an F for that course…. Any student who has not actively participated in an online course prior to the census date for any given term is considered a “no-show” and will be administratively withdrawn from the class without record. To be counted as actively participating, it is not sufficient to log in and view the course. The student must be submitting work as described in the course syllabus.”
Service for the Disabled:  In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), it is the policy of WBU that no otherwise qualified person with a disability be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subject to discrimination under any educational program or activity in the university.  The Coordinator of Counseling Services serves as the coordinator of students with a disability and should be contacted concerning accommodation requests at (806) 291- 3765.  Documentation of a disability must accompany any request for accommodations.

Course Outline/Requirements:   
· Required, informative weekly readings.
· Un-proctored weekly quizzes based on notes/readings.
· Discussion board topics w/a required number of entries each week.
· Weekly website activities that enhance content knowledge.  
· Un-proctored, final exam.
Course Expectations:
Put forth diligent effort in all readings and assignments and adhere to all deadlines. 
Check announcements at least twice weekly and keep in touch with instructor. 
Be proactive… don’t procrastinate! 

Have fun – realize the fascinating complexities in the field of Geography. 

Academic Honesty:

University students are expected to conduct themselves according to the highest standards of academic honesty.  Academic misconduct for which a student is subject to penalty includes all forms of cheating, such as illicit possession of examinations or examination materials, forgery, or plagiarism.  (Plagiarism is the presentation of someone else’s work as one’s own.  See the current WBU catalog, pp. 91 for penalties that may be applied to individual cases of academic dishonesty.)

Course grades based on:

Reading assignments: 




       (not graded, but crucial to course success)
Weekly quizzes (10 @ 20 points each): 



200 points - 1/3 of total grade
Discussion board entries (10 @ 20 points each): 

200 points - 1/3 of total grade
Final Exam:







200 points - 1/3 of total grade 

Grading Method:
The University’s grading scale will be used:

A=90-100%, B=80-89%, C=70-79%, D=60-69%, F=less than 60%.

Course Schedule (may be subject to change): 

Week One:



Chapters 1 and 2, weekly quiz, discussion

Week Two: 



Chapters 3 and 4, weekly quiz, discussion 
Week Three: 



Chapters 5 and 6, weekly quiz, discussion 
Week Four:  



Chapters 7 and 8, weekly quiz, discussion
Week Five:



Chapters 9 and 10, weekly quiz, discussion
Week Six: 



Chapters 11 and 12, weekly quiz, discussion
Week Seven:   


Chapters 13 and 14, weekly quiz, discussion
Week Eight:  



Chapters 15 and 16, weekly quiz, discussion
Week Nine:



Chapters 17 and 18, weekly quiz, discussion
Week Ten:



Chapters 19 and 20, weekly quiz, discussion
Week Eleven:


Final Exam
