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WAYLAND BAPTIST UNIVERSITY
VIRTUAL CAMPUS
SCHOOL OF BUSINESS
SYLLABUS

1.    Mission Statement:  Wayland Baptist University exists to educate students in an academically challenging,

learning-focused and distinctively Christian environment for professional success and service to God and humankind.
2.    Course:  BUAD 5315 – Legal Environment  of Business


3.    Term: Spring 2014
4.    Instructor: Dr. Ralph J. Palumbo
5.    Office Phone and Wayland Email Address: 520-877-2640 rpalumbo@wbu.edu
6.    Office Hours, Building, and Location Virtual
7.    Class Meeting Time and Location: Virtual
8.    Catalog Description: Case studies of the laws in the traditional topics of constitutional law, criminal law, property law, procedural law, international law, torts, contracts, commercial transactions, business organizations, employer and labor relations, employment law, globalization implications, and government regulations. 
9.  Prerequisites: none
10.  Required Textbook and Resources: 

	TEXTBOOK:  BOOK
	AUTHOR
	ED
	YEAR
	PUBLISHER
	ISBN#
	REVIEW

	Business Law Today
	Miller
	9th
	2011
	Cengage

Learning
	0538452803
	Spring 14


11.  Optional Materials:

12.  Course Outcome Competencies:

· Develop a basic understanding and interest in not only the legal process but also the structure of our current legal system. At the conclusion of this course, students will be able to describe the different levels and types of courts, both state and federal, located in Hawaii, California, and Washington D.C.;

· Develop an appreciation for the fundamentals of legal research, learn methods of legal reasoning and analysis, then apply these skills to in-class case law readings;

· Become familiar with the fundamental terminology and concepts of Constitutional law, contracts, sales, torts, agency, wills, trusts, property, administrative law, the basic business organizations, intellectual property, and cyber-law;

· Know the process for establishing a business organization and actually go through the formalities of setting up a specific type of business to accommodate e-commerce activities;

· Develop/craft a persuasive argument, pro or con, regarding the government’s (state or federal) regulation of private business.

13.  Attendance Requirements: You are required to log in and post on three different days, submit timely papers and take quizzes timely.  Any student missing 25% of the work will earn an F for the course under University policies. This is NOT a self-paced class and you are expected to meet posted deadlines.
14.  Disability Statement: “In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), it is the policy of Wayland Baptist University that no otherwise qualified person with a disability be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subject to discrimination under any educational program or activity in the university. The Coordinator of Counseling Services serves as the coordinator of students with a disability and should be contacted concerning accommodation requests at (806) 291- 3765. Documentation of a disability must accompany any request for accommodations.”
15.  Course Requirements and Grading Criteria:
Grading



Discussion Board (11)

 40%




Mini Cases
 (5)


 25%




Quizzes (11)


 35%





Total


           100%
University grading system:

A = 90 - 100
B = 80 – 89   C = 70 – 79   D = 60 – 69   F =  < 60

16.  Tentative Schedule: (Calendar, Topics, Assignments) See Assignment sheet posted under Course Information within  Black Board
17.  Additional information as desired by the faculty member.
The week closes on Saturday at 11:59 PM Central time.  Work posted on Sunday to the discussion board for the previous week will not be counted in your grade.
Discussion Board

Each week of the course contains one or more discussion topics relating to the material covered in that weekly unit.  You are required to make a minimum FOUR posts per week logging into the discussion board on THREE different days. You are encouraged to make more value-added posts--the more the merrier.  In online education, a lot of the learning comes from other learners.  We are all partners in this special online educational experience.  These posts (responses) will be graded according to the following policy. 

When submitting your online posts, concentrate on the quality of your responses. There are two graded components of participation - one is frequency and the other is quality. 

· You are required to log into the discussion board on three different days, make a quality post and have a total of four quality posts for the week.

· Your first post should must be made no later than Wednesday and address all of the questions raised in the discussion questions and your remaining three posts in response to your classmates. There is a 20% penalty for failing to have your first post completed by Wednesday, 11:59 PM Central Time Zone.
· Quality of participation is the other 50% of your Discussion score for the week. Please note ----A quality response is not a "one liner." It is a thoughtful presentation of an idea in response to a question posted by the instructor or in response to another student's response or question. Examples of quality postings include: providing additional information to the discussion; elaborating on previous comments; presenting explanations of concepts or methods to help fellow students; and providing reasons for or against something in a persuasive fashion. Feel free to do some research on the web or in the online library and use the research in your comments within the threaded discussions. 

Read and respond to the comments by your fellow classmates, as well as any Instructor's comments. This is your opportunity to bring your real world experiences to the class.

· Focus on the issued raised. They are synthesizing questions that show your mastery of the material. 

· Relate your comments to not only the assigned readings, but also to your practical experiences and self-discovery of outside readings.  The only way I can give you credit for visiting the discussion board is if you actually post something of substance that adds value to the class discussion.  Comments such as "I agree" or "Yes, I think so, too" will not be considered for credit.  I grade discussion boards based upon the quantity, frequency and quality of your posts. The quality of your posts is subjective and I am looking for value added comments.

· Remember for some of these discussions, there may not be a "right" answer. For these and all other discussions, please be prepared to defend your position. 
· Grading Rubric for Discussion Board

· Post on one day
16.66

· Post on second day
16.67

· Post on third day
16.67
· Total for days


 50

· Initial post

12.5

· Second post

12.5

· Third post

12.5

· Fourth post

12.5

· Total for posts


 50
· TOTAL


100


Mini Cases Assignments

Assignments and/or mini cases are short papers with a minimum of three page in length but an A paper will have several pages.  Your solutions should be backed up by outside research sources that are properly cited using APA style.  Pick ONE of the three cases for the week and turn in. Please post your mini cases in the assignments section.



Deadlines

Odd things happen in cyberspace (e.g., emails get lost, servers disconnect temporarily, logins are impossible). Please don't wait until the last moment to get things done. Allow time to meet deadlines. You are responsible for getting the work to me on time. Since you have one week to submit your assignments, no credit will be given for late submissions unless there are special circumstances. You must contact me in advance to arrange for an extension. Late papers will have 10% deducted per 24 hour period or portion of a 24 hour period.  Papers will not be accepted after Wednesday of the week following the due date.

There is no makeup of missed Discussion Board work.

There are no extra credit assignments.
Quizzes:

There will be timed weekly quizzes throughout the term.  There will not be any makeup quizzes.  You may take the quiz as many times as you wish during the week to improve your grade and each attempt will be pulled from a pool of several hundred questions.  I will accept the last attempt as your grade. If you score an 85 and then retake the quiz and score a 65 your grade will be the 65.  If you open a quiz and do not attempt the quiz or complete the quiz that grade will count.  The quiz will close at 11:59 Saturday and no additional attempts after the week closes will be allowed. 

