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SCHOOL OF MATHEMATICS & SCIENCES
WAYLAND MISSION STATEMENT: Wayland Baptist University exists to educate students in an academically challenging, learning-focused and distinctively Christian environment for professional success, lifelong learning, and service to God and humankind.

Course Number and Title: MATH 1304 – VC02  College Algebra 

Term: Virtual Campus Spring 2014




Feb 24-May 17, 2014
Instructor: 
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<7 BAPTIST UNIVERSITY



 Dr. Elise Adamson


Blackboard course should open approximately Feb 20th
Email: adamsone@wbu.edu 


if you wish to start working early.
Phone: 806-291-1129
Address: Wayland Baptist University, 1900 W 7th ST, CMB #1301, Plainview, TX 79072 

(Room 123 in Moody Science Building, if you come to the Plainview campus)
Course Description:

Description:
This course develops skills in rational expressions, radicals, complex numbers, graphs, second-degree equations in one or two variables, exponential and logarithmic functions, conic sections, sequences, series, and the binomial theorem.

Prerequisites:
MATH 1300 or placement


Required Resources:

Lecture Notes:
Lecture Notes for College Algebra by Dr. Scott Franklin


(Available through the Wayland Bookstore or downloadable from Blackboard)
Lecture Videos:
watch them online through Blackboard (videos were recorded by Dr. Scott Franklin)
Student Access Pack: 
MyMathLab Student Access Kit ISBN: ISBN 978-0-321-19991-1

(Available through the Wayland Bookstore or may be purchased at http://pearsonmylabandmastering.com/students/ )


Access codes are generally valid for the same textbook for 1 year, so if you recently took MATH 1300 or 1304, you MIGHT be able to use the same access code again.
Supplies:  
All students need to have a scientific calculator that has at least log x, ln x, and the exponential function (
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).  You may use a simple scientific calculator (such as TI-30 series, about $10-$15) or a graphing calculator (approximate cost $80-$120)- both types will work.  
Optional Resource:

Textbook (hard copy):  
INTERMEDIATE ALGEBRA FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS, 6th edition by Blitzer (ISBN:0-321-75893-5) 
NOTE: The hard copy of the textbook is optional because the access code above will grant you access to an online copy of the textbook.
Outline and Outcome Competencies:

      Be able to discuss and solve problems in the following areas:


Rational Expressions and Equations (Ch. 6)



Domains of Rational Functions



Multiplication and Division of Rational Expressions



Addition and Subtraction of Rational Expressions



Complex Fractions



Solving Rational Equations



Applications of Rational Equations



Variation


Roots, Radicals, and Complex Numbers (Ch. 7)



Roots and Radicals



Rational Exponents



Simplifying Radicals



Adding, Subtracting, and Multiplying Radicals



Dividing Radicals



Solving Radical Equations



Complex Numbers


Quadratic Functions (Ch. 8)



Solving Quadratic Equations by Completing the Square



Solving Quadratic Equations by the Quadratic Formula



Applications of Quadratic Equations



Graphing Quadratic Equations


Exponential and Logarithmic Functions (Ch. 9)



Composite and Inverse Functions



Exponential Functions



Logarithmic Functions



Properties of Logarithms



Common Logarithms



Exponential and Logarithmic Equations



Natural Exponential and Natural Logarithmic Functions


Conic Sections (Ch. 10)



The Parabola and the Circle



The Ellipse



The Hyperbola


Sequences, Series, and the Binomial Theorem (Ch. 11)



Sequences and Series



Arithmetic Sequences and Series



Geometric Sequences and Series



The Binomial Theorem
“In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), it is the policy of Wayland Baptist University that no otherwise qualified person with a disability be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subject to discrimination under any educational program or activity in the university.  The Coordinator of Counseling Services serves as the coordinator of students with a disability and should be contacted concerning accommodation requests at (806) 291- 3765.  Documentation of a disability must accompany any request for accommodations.”
Students must use the email address provided by Wayland Baptist University.  Students will be contacted through official WBU email address.  Emails received by instructor from other accounts may not be opened.
Assessment of Student Achievement:

There are 4 components to the final grade in this course.

1. Homework Exercises: You have homework exercises that must be completed for each section that we cover in the course.  You will complete those online through the MyMathLab Course Interface in Blackboard. Go to “Course Content” on left menu, then click “MyMathLab Homework”.   The first homework assignment is to answer the Discussion Board post in Blackboard- this is not in MyMathLab.
2. Weekly Quizzes: By the end of each week of the course (Monday afternoon-Monday noon CST) you will be required to complete an online quiz covering the sections from that week.  The deadline for completing this quiz will be noon on Monday, each week.  You can take the quiz up to three times and your highest score will be counted.  Each time you take the test, the questions will be randomly generated, but of the same type.  Access quizzes through Blackboard- use “Course Content” on left menu, then click “MyMathLab Quizzes & Tests”.
3. Exams: During the course, there will be two major exams: a Midterm and a Final.  Each test will cover about half of the course.  Both of these tests are to be taken in person at one of the external campuses or a testing center.  They will be paper and pencil tests which will be scanned and emailed to your instructor for grading. (May be faxed if necessary) They must be proctored by an approved representative of the University. You are responsible to locate a proctor, submit information to have the proctor approved by WBU (unless he/she is a WBU employee), and then schedule testing times with the proctor.  Please ALSO email instructor with proctor name and contact info, in case any issues arise during the testing period.  You will be allowed to use one 3x5 notecard and a calculator on the test- not a cell phone.  There is a two-hour time limit on the exams.
4. Lecture Video and Notes: You will be required to watch the videos for this course and completely fill in the lecture notes for each section. This will be verified at each of the proctored exams. You will be required to bring it with you to these tests, although you cannot use it while taking the exam. 
Homework
25% (graded electronically through MyMathLab)
Weekly Quizzes
30% (graded electronically through MyMathLab)
Exams

35% (scanned and emailed by proctor)
Lecture Video and Notes: 
10% (as reported by proctor)
A: 90 – 100
B:  80 – 89
C:  70 – 79
D:  60 – 69
F: Below 60
Course Schedule (All times are for the Central Time Zone, and follow Daylight Savings Time when appropriate, so plan accordingly)
Course Schedule- Spring 2014
Week 1: February 24-March 2
Videos and Notes for Ch. 5 and Sections 6.1 – 6.2

Homework Exercises Ch. 5 and Sections 6.1 – 6.2

Weekly Quiz covering Ch. 5 and Sections 6.1 – 6.2
Discussion Board- post on Welcome thread- for grade
Due by Monday at noon, March 3.

Week 2: March 3- March 9
Videos and Notes for Sections 6.3, 6.4, 6.6
Homework Exercises 6.3, 6.4, 6.6
Weekly Quiz covering 6.3, 6.4, 6.6
Due by Monday at noon, March 17
Spring Break occurs during this “week”
Daylight Savings Time starts on March 9
Week 3: March 17- March 23
Videos and Notes for Sections 6.7, 6.8, 7.1
Homework Exercises 6.7, 6.8, 7.1
Weekly Quiz covering 6.7, 6.8, 7.1
Due by Monday at noon, March 24.

Week 4: March 24 -March 30
Videos and Notes for Sections 7.2 – 7.4
Homework Exercises 7.2 – 7.4
Weekly Quiz covering 7.2 – 7.4
Due by Tuesday at noon, March 31
Proctor information is due to Virtual Campus AT LEAST one week before you take your Midterm exam
Week 5: March 31- April 6
Videos and Notes for Sections 7.5 – 7.7
Homework Exercises 7.5 – 7.7
Weekly Quiz covering 7.5 – 7.7
Due by Monday at noon, April 7
Week 6: April 7 – April 13
Videos and Notes for Sections 8.1, 8.2, 8.3
Homework Exercises 8.1, 8.2, 8.3
Weekly Quiz covering 8.1, 8.2, 8.3
Due by Monday at noon, April 14
Midterm Exam: Paper and Pencil exam (Proctored)

Bring notes for proctor
(Covers Chapters 6 – 8.3) available April 7- 22
Exam needs to be completed by April 22.  

Midterm specifications:

Two hour time limit, one 3x5 notecard allowed, calculator allowed
You are responsible for new material during week 7, in addition to taking this test, but I allow a 2 week window to complete the Midterm exam- you may take it during Week 6 or 7.  You must schedule the test date with your proctor.

Week 7: April 14-April 20
Videos and Notes for Sections 8.5, 9.1, 9.2
Homework Exercises 8.5, 9.1, 9.2
Weekly Quiz covering 8.5, 9.1, 9.2
Due by Tuesday at noon, April 22. (not due Easter Monday)
Week 8: April 22-27 (short week)
Videos and Notes for Sections 9.3 -- 9.5
Homework Exercises 9.3 -- 9.5
Weekly Quiz covering 9.3 -- 9.5
Due by Monday at noon, April 28.
Week 9: April 28- May 4
Videos and Notes for Sections 10.1 – 10.4
Homework Exercises 10.1 – 10.4
Weekly Quiz covering 10.1 – 10.4
Due by Monday at noon, May 5.

Final exam opens May 3rd
Week 10:  May 5- May 11
Videos and Notes for Sections 11.1 – 11.3
Homework Exercises 11.1 – 11.3
Weekly Quiz covering 11.1 – 11.3

Due by Monday at noon, May 12.
Week 11:  May 12-17 (Monday-Saturday)
Review for Final/ take Final
No assignments
Final Exam: Paper and Pencil exam (Proctored)
(Covers Chapters 9 – 11) Bring notes for proctor
This needs to be completed from May 3rd to  May 17th 
Two hour time limit, calculator allowed, one 3x5 notecard allowed

Important Details


Here are a few VERY important details that you should make note of as you prepare to get the course underway: 

1. All coursework (except proctored exams) will be in Blackboard: Videos, video notes and Discussion Board in Blackboard, and homework and quizzes at MyMathLab, accessed through Blackboard.  Go to the main Wayland webpage (http://www.wbu.edu/), and click the link to Blackboard. 

You need to set up your student account at MyMathLab before you begin any homework in the course. You should have a Student Access Code. When setting up your account through Blackboard, it should automatically link to the correct course.  
The first thing you'll need to do after setting up the account is to run the "Installation Wizard" and view "How to Enter Answers" tours and tip sheets for information about entering math notation. 

2. As part of this course, you will watch the series of lecture videos and fill in the lecture notes. The proctor that you use for your midterm and final will verify that you have filled in the lecture note book. The videos and notes are downloadable from the Blackboard site. (Or you can purchase the notes from the Bookstore.)  You will definitely need a broadband internet connection to watch the videos. If you download the lecture notes, you will need to print them to fill them in. As I mentioned, your proctor for your midterm and final will confirm that you have filled them out so be sure to take them with you to the proctored exams.  In the first video, it states that they are for Blitzer’s 5th edition of Intermediate Algebra.  We are using these same notes for the current book- the 6th edition.

3. As I mentioned earlier in this announcement, you will need a proctor for the midterm and the final, which will both be pencil and paper exams, taken in person. After the proctor is approved, Virtual Campus will contact them and provide logon information for the proctor website.  The proctor will need to download the exam from the proctor site, print it out for you, then scan and email the completed exam to the instructor (adamsone@wbu.edu).  For more information on who qualifies as a proctor and how to get them accepted as a proctor by the Virtual Campus, visit the website: http://www.wbu.edu/academics/online_programs/proctor/proctorrequest.htm 
You must complete the proctor request form at least one week before you plan to take the midterm.  It is advisable to do this earlier, to be sure the proctor can access the proctor site.  Please make sure your paperwork is submitted to the Virtual Campus (not your instructor) by this date.  Also I request that you email Dr. Adamson with the proctor name and contact info, in case of last-minute difficulties with accessing or submitting the exams.

Please email me with any questions you may have: Dr. Adamson's email: adamsone@wbu.edu.  (Please remember that although you hear Dr. Franklin’s voice in the video, he is not the instructor for this class.)
I look forward to having a great class!

Elise Adamson
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