

Psychology of Religion (RLGN/RLED 5321  Page 4

	[image: image7.png]




	SCHOOL OF RELIGION AND PHILOSOPHY




Psychology of Religion (RLED/RLGN 5321) VC01
Spring 2014 Virtual Campus

Instructor: D. Glenn Simmons, PhD  Executive Director and Campus Dean, WBU Phoenix

Office: 2702 N 3rd Street  Suite 1050  Phoenix, AZ 85004

Phone:  1-866-379-1011 or email me at: simmonsg@wbu.edu 

Note: for the class we will use Blackboard’s in-house message board rather than email, but for

questions regarding the syllabus, please feel free to contact me.
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	COURSE  CATALOG  DESCRIPTION 


Psychological aspects of spiritual development, a comparison between psychology and religion, and a model for integration of the two disciplines
	REQUIRED TEXT


	TEXT
	AUTHORS
	ED
	YEAR
	PUBLISHER
	ISBN#

	Psychology through the eyes of faith
	David Meyers
	2nd
	2002
	HarperCollins San Francisco
	978-0060655570


Please note that there will be podcasts and videos as well as outside articles that relate to the

reading assignments. Students who do not have ITunes will need to load that on their computer. 

It is non-intrusive, free and can be downloaded at: http://www.apple.com/itunes/download/ or to 

visit the Apple webpage go to www.apple.com . 

NOTE: Students will be required to purchase  approximately $20 in iTunes songs and/or podcasts. 

Note also, that the purchase price of the book is only around $15.00 so this still should not be a substantial

cost for resources.

NOTE: Students must follow the Turabian writing guide for all research papers. If you have not 

registered in RLGN 0001, then you MUST register for it this term. 
	STUDENT  LEARNING  OUTCOMES


Upon completion of this course the student should be able to: 


* Discuss the correlation between psychology and religion. 
* Describe psychological insights related to religion. 
* Explain the integration of psychology and religion into a viable model for understanding the religious experience. 
* Formulate various aspects of psychological phenomenon within the Christian experience of faith. 
* Write a scholarly research paper developing the relationship of psychology to religion.
	PREREQUISITE/CO-REQUISITES:


· RLGN 1301, RLGN 1302
· Each student must enroll in RLGN 0001 Theological Research and Writing Lab.  This is an lab that is designed to help students write an acceptable research paper. The lab utilizes a Writing Manual produced by the Division of Religion and Philosophy.  Students in this course must register and receive credit for the lab during the term.  Students who have already received credit for the lab are not required to take the lab in this course.
	COURSE  REQUIREMENTS AND DETERMINATION  OF  GRADE


	Assignments
	Explanation
	%

	Discussions
	There will be ten discussion boards—two the first week and then one

for each week except the research week and the last week. Students 

will be required to participate in each with at least a 250 word initial post 

and a 100 word academic response to one other student’s initial post. 

These will be practical applications where students will apply their reading 

assignments to practical implications of counseling. In many cases, students

will be required to read an assigned, outside article or view a video 

podcast that relates to the week’s reading assignment. Some videos can be

downloaded from iTunes at no cost. Others may have a charge. Students will

NOT have to spend more than $20.00 for downloads.


	25

	Tests
	There will be nine weekly tests over the reading assignments. There will be

an orientation test the first week. Tests usually consist of self-graded, 

multiple-choice questions used to assess reading comprehension.


	25

	Research

Paper
	Graduate students must submit a twenty page research 

paper will  be required over a topic previously approved by the professor. 

Paper must be according to Turabian. Ten sources are necessary.
	25

	Wiki Page
	Each student must develop a Wiki page that will be research-oriented, but will  incorporate pragmatic approaches to practical issues in the area of 

psychology and religion.   

NOTE: www.wikipedia.org  is a good model, but the resources found there  

MAY NOT be used as academic sources. Each team member must contribute 

at least two separate academic or professional sources to his or her 

group Wiki page. These MUST be from the WBU online resource center.


	15

	Community 
	Each student will be expected to help develop a sense of community in the

course. This will include such things as the map, introduction, relevant links, 

and other things that may be added later.
	10

	TOTAL
	
	100


	ACADEMIC HONESTRY (PLAGIARISM)


University students are expected to conduct themselves according to the highest standards of academic honesty. Academic misconduct for which a student is subject to penalty includes all forms of cheating, such as illicit possession of examinations or examination materials, forgery, or plagiarism. Plagiarism is the presentation pf the work of another as one’s own work. It is the student’s responsibility to be familiar with penalties associates with plagiarism stated in the catalog. Plagiarism also includes presenting a paper or a portion of another paper presented for credit in a previous or simultaneous academic course.

Any paper or portion of a paper presented for credit without proper documentation in another course will be considered plagiarism.

	COURSE  OUTLINE AND DUE DATES


	Due Date*
	Subject
	Parts
	Assignment

	March 2
	Introduction/ Biological
Bases of Behavior
	1-2
	DB 1, Introduction DB,
 Lesson 1 Quiz

	March 8
	Human Development
Sensation & Perception
	3-4
	DB 2, DB, Lesson 2 Quiz

	March 10-15
	Spring Break
	
	No Assignments

	March 23
	States of Awareness
	4,6,7
	Lesson 3, Quiz, DB 3

	March 30
	Thinking and Language
	8
	Lesson 4 Quiz, DB 4

	April 6
	Intelligence
	9
	Lesson 5 Quiz, DB Podcast

	April 13
	Motivation
	10
	Lesson 6 Quiz, DB 6

	April 23*
	Emotional/Personality
	11-12
	Lesson 7 Quiz, DB 7

	April 27
	Psychological Disorders
Therapy
	13-14
	Lesson 8 Quiz, DB 8

	May 4
	Research Week
	 
	Wiki Page, DB 9
.

	May 11
	Social Psychology & Conclusion
	15-16
	Lesson 10 Quiz, DB 10, Research Paper

	May 12-16
	Last Week of Class
	 
	No assignments due


*April 20 is Easter, no assignments due until April 23.

Discussion board initial posts are due by Friday night (midnight PST) , and response posts are due by Sunday night (midnight PST).
All other assignments due by Sunday midnight Pacific Standard Time (unless otherwise specified). 

	WBU  GRADING SYSTEM


	Symbol
	Percentage

	A
	90-100

	B
	80-89

	C
	70-79

	D
	60-69

	F
	Below 60

	I
	Incomplete**


**A grade of incomplete is changed if the deficiency is made up by midterm of the next regular semester; otherwise, it becomes "F".  This grade is given only if circumstances beyond the student's control prevented completion of work during the semester enrolled and attendance requirements have been met.  A grade of "CR" indicates that credit in semester hours was granted but no grade or grade points were recorded.

	UNIVERSITY   STATEMENTS


It is university policy that no otherwise qualified disabled person be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subject to discrimination under any educational program or activity in the University.  The Dean of Students serves the University as coordinator or activities for the handicapped and should be contacted concerning initial contact with the Dean of Student’s office as soon as possible before registration to ensure adequate time for assistance. 

Students are responsible for reading, understanding, obeying, and respecting all academic policies, with added emphasis being placed upon academic progress policies, appearing in the Wayland Baptist University Academic Catalog applicable to their curriculum and/or program of study.
University students are expected to conduct themselves according to the highest standards of academic honesty. Academic misconduct for which a student is subject to penalty includes all forms of cheating, such as illicit possession of examinations or examination materials, forgery, or plagiarism. Plagiarism is the presentation of the work of another as one’s own work. It is the student’s responsibility to be familiar with penalties associates with plagiarism stated in the catalog. [image: image1.png]
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Wayland Baptist University exists to educate students in an academically challenging, learning focused, and distinctively Christian environment for professional success, and service to God and humankind.








