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Wayland Baptist University Mission Statement

Wayland Baptist University exists to education students in an academically challenging, 
learning-focused and distinctively Christian environment for professional success and service
to God and humankind.

Instructor: Dr. Donald Raney, II

· Phone Numbers:  (H) 667-2287, (W) 667-3451

· Email address: don.raney@juno.com


Course Description: 

A survey of the history and literature of the Old Testament with special attention to the 
institutions, religion, and national life of the Hebrew people. This course is required for 
any student planning to complete a degree with Wayland. As an online course, this class 
will depend on email, discussion board, and online reading and journaling for the 
interaction which normally occurs in a traditional classroom.
Course Outcome Competencies:  
At the end of the semester, the student will 
· Demonstrate knowledge of the historical, religious, and social context of the Old Testament world

· Demonstrate knowledge of some of the critical methods used in Old Testament studies

· Demonstrate an understanding of the basic content of the Old Testament and its main teachings (theological content)

· Demonstrate knowledge of the canonical process producing a more complete understanding of the Old Testament.
Required Texts

The NIV Study Bible. Grand Rapids, Zondervan, 2011.
Course Requirements


Students are expected to complete all of the weekly readings as outlined in the course schedule. This includes readings from the textbook and online lecture notes and PowerPoint slides. These readings will enable students to participate in the weekly discussion boards as well as complete the weekly quizzes.
There will be quizzes each week covering the assigned readings. These quizzes will contain five questions and will test the student’s comprehension of the key people, places, and terms related to the weekly reading. These will be timed and should be taken without any written aids. The quizzes should be taken by midnight Central Time on Saturday each week.
Three questions will be posted each week on the discussion board dealing with that week’s material. Each student will post a response to any two of them and will respond to the comments of at least two other students each week. These responses should reflect the student’s perspective on the issues presented and will be evaluated for relevance, clarity, and critical thinking. These postings should also be completed by midnight Central on Saturday Time each week.
Each student will write an essay each week reflecting on the readings from the Bible for that week. Each essay should be at least 350 words in length and should demonstrate the student’s thoughtful reflection on the biblical text, its meaning, and its relevance for today. It may include any questions which arise during the student’s consideration of the text as well as any new insights gained. Essays should be submitted to the corresponding week under the "Reflection Essays" link online. Essays should be submitted by midnight Central Time each Saturday night.
Each student will take a final exam during the final week of class. This exam will cover material from all of the readings. While the majority of the exam will contain objective questions to test the student’s knowledge and understanding of the material presented, there will also be subjective questions which will require the student to reflect critically on the material.
Attendance - External Campuses
Students enrolled at one of the university's external campuses should make every effort to attend all class meetings. All absences must be explained to the instructor, who will then determine whether the omitted work may be made up. When a student reaches that number of absences considered by the instructor to be excessive, the instructor will so advise the student and file an unsatisfactory progress report with the campus dean. Any student who misses 25 percent or more of the regularly scheduled class meetings may receive a grade of F in the course. Additional attendance policies for each course, as defined by the instructor in the course syllabus, are considered a part of the university's attendance policy. A student may petition the Academic Council for exceptions to the above stated policies by filing a written request for an appeal to the provost/academic vice president.

Course Evaluation (Method of Determining Grade)

Reflection Essays




30%


Weekly Quizzes




25%


Final Exam





15%


Discussion Board Participation


30%
University Grading System



A
90-100



I
INCOMPLETE**



B
80-89



Cr
FOR CREDIT



C
70-79



NCr
NO CREDIT



D
60-69



WP
WITHDRAWAL PASSING



F
BELOW 60


WF
WITHDRAWAL FAILING


                                   



W
WITHDRAWAL

**A grade of incomplete is changed if the deficiency is made up by midterm of the next regular semester; otherwise, it becomes "F".  This grade is given only if circumstances beyond the student's control prevented completion of work during the semester enrolled and attendance requirements have been met.  A grade of "CR" indicates that credit in semester hours was granted but no grade or grade points were recorded.

Academic Honesty (Plagiarism)  
University students are expected to conduct themselves according to the highest standards of academic honesty. Academic misconduct for which a student is subject to penalty includes all forms of cheating, such as illicit possession of examinations or examination materials, forgery, or plagiarism. Plagiarism is the presentation pf the work of another as one’s own work. It is the student’s responsibility to be familiar with penalties associates with plagiarism stated in the catalog. 

Services for the Disabled

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), it is the policy of 
Wayland Baptist University that no otherwise qualified person with a disability be 
excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subject to discrimination 
under any education program or activity in the university.  The Coordinator of 
Counseling Services serves as the coordinator of students with a disability and should be 
contacted concerning accommodation requests at (806) 291-3765. Documentation of a 
disability must accompany any request for accommodations.

Course Outline and Calendar 

Feb. 24-Mar. 1

Introduction to the Study of the Old Testament



Reading: NIV Study Bible pg. xxii-xxix
Mar. 2-8

“In the beginning. . . .”




Reading: NIV Study Bible pg. 4-29
Mar. 9-15

SPRING BREAK

Mar. 16-22

The Matriarchs and Patriarchs 




Reading: NIV Study Bible pg. 29-91
Mar. 23-29

Exodus and Torah










Reading: NIV Study Bible pg. 92-127, 156-159, 188-202, 221-227, 256-274
Mar. 30-Apr. 5

From Conquest to Kingdom




Reading: NIV Study Bible pg. 308-401
Apr. 6-12

A House United




Reading: NIV Study Bible pg. 402-538
Apr. 13-19

A House Divided




Reading: NIV Study Bible pg. 538-629, 671-672
Apr. 20-26

Prophets and Prophecy










Reading: NIV Study Bible pg. 1109-1130, 1216-1239, 1276-1286, 




1334-1352,  1439-1487, 1490-1501, 1511-1513, 1518-1527
Apr. 27-May 3

Exile and Restoration




Reading: NIV Study Bible pg. 719-783, 1414-1431, 1534-1545, 1560-1564
May 4-10

Worship and Wisdom


 






Reading: NIV Study Bible pg. 785-805, 834-864, 937-943, 1013-1046,

 



1079-1107
May 11-17

Beyond the Pages of the Old Testament 


Instructor’s perspective
As one who is firmly committed to historic Baptist beliefs, I fully affirm the Bible as the believer’s sole authority in matters of faith and practice. As an instructor in a Baptist university, I am committed to the academic exploration of the biblical texts. I do not ask that any student agree with any particular position concerning issues presented in class, including my own. I simply ask that students openly and honestly consider the various arguments in developing their own informed perspective. The message of the Bible is Truth and Truth invites us to raise questions knowing that Truth will remain unchanged while personal opinion or tradition may require revision.
From the cowardice that shrinks from new truths,

From the laziness that is content with half-truths, and 

From the arrogance that thinks it knows all truth,

Oh, God of Truth, Deliver us.

Old Hebrew Prayer



