
 
 

Virtual Campus 
School of Languages and Literature 

 
Wayland Baptist University Mission Statement:  Wayland Baptist University exists to educate students in an 
academically challenging, learning-focused and distinctively Christian environment for professional success, and 
service to God and humankind. 
 
Course Name:  ENGL 3303 VC01 - Studies in English: Flash Fiction 
Term and Year: Spring 2020 
 
Full Name of Instructor:  Dr. Kimberlee Mendoza 
Office Phone and WBU Email Address: 806-291-1106; mendozak@wbu.edu 
Office Hours, Building, and Location: Gates Hall, 2nd Floor 200; M-F 8:15am-5:00pm 
Class Meeting Time and Location: Online 
 
Catalog Description: (Topics vary to include subjects, genres, or themes not exclusively covered in other English 
courses. May be repeated once when topics change.) This particular course will focus on the study of and the writing 
of flash fiction. 
 
Prerequisite: Advanced standing 
  
Required Textbook and Resources:  
Thomas, James, Denise Thomas, and Tom Hazuka, editors. Flash Fiction: 72 Very Short Stories. W.W. Norton 

Company, 1992. ISBN:  978-0-393-30883-9 
 

White, Fred. Writing Flash: How to Craft & Publish Flash Fiction for a Booming Market. Quill Driver Books, 
2018. ISBN: 978-1-61035-317-5 

Course Outcome Competencies:  Although the outcomes may vary according to the topic(s) selected for the 
semester, upon the conclusion of this course students actively engaged in learning will be able to: 

 1.  Describe the distinct characteristics of the subject, genre, or theme selected for the course, and 
 demonstrate how the subject, genre, or theme is connected to major literary movements. 

2.  Connect major world events to the subject, genre, or theme selected for the course. 
3.  Demonstrate the ability to read critically and communicate persuasively about the works selected. 
4.  Discuss the overall topic for the course and suggest how this topic is represented in each of the select 
pieces. 
5.  Conduct research on a topic related to a select piece of literature, articulate and support a thesis, and 
follow through with appropriate documentation. 
 

The more the student puts into the course, the higher his or her outcome competencies will be. 
 
Attendance Requirements: As stated in the Wayland Catalog, students enrolled at one of the University’s external 
campuses should make every effort to attend all class meetings.  All absences must be explained to the instructor, 
who will then determine whether the omitted work may be made up.  When a student reaches that number of 
absences considered by the instructor to be excessive, the instructor will so advise the student and file an 
unsatisfactory progress report with the campus executive director.  Any student who misses 25 percent or more of 
the regularly scheduled class meetings may receive a grade of F in the course.  Additional attendance policies for 
each course, as defined by the instructor in the course syllabus, are considered a part of the University’s attendance 
policy.  
 
Statement on Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty: Wayland Baptist University observes a zero tolerance policy 
regarding academic dishonesty. Per university policy as described in the academic catalog, all cases of academic 
dishonesty will be reported and second offenses will result in suspension from the university. 



Disability Statement: “In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), it is the policy of 
Wayland Baptist University that no otherwise qualified person with a disability be excluded from participation in, be 
denied the benefits of, or be subject to discrimination under any educational program or activity in the 
university.  The Coordinator of Counseling Services serves as the coordinator of students with a disability and 
should be contacted concerning accommodation requests at (806) 291- 3765.  Documentation of a disability must 
accompany any request for accommodations.” 

Course Requirements and Grading Criteria:   
 
Exercises 
Students will read from both books each week. White is a “how-to” book, while Thomas & Hazuka’s book contains 
actual stories. Students will have an assignment every week (listed below) that should be formatted in a MLA 
formatted Word document and uploaded to the drop box Sunday by midnight.  All assignments should be double-
spaced and formatted to MLA standards. 
 
Discussion Questions 
Discussions will be based on the Thomas, Thomas, and Hazuka book, Flash Fiction: 72 Very Short Stories. Students 
will complete the reading, then analyze the literature and comment on the provided prompt. Initial posts are due by 
Friday at midnight.  Responses are due Sunday by midnight. No discussions will be accepted after Sunday at 
midnight. Initial posts should be at least 10-sentences or more. Follow up responses should be more than “I agree” 
and have substance. Citations are highly encouraged. 
 
Flash Fiction Stories 
For the student’s final, he or she will write three flash fiction stories: (100-words exactly, 250-500 words, and 750-
1,000 words). In addition, students will research (in week 8) various publishers publish that particular style of flash 
fiction.  Students will also be working on a short author bio. Students will be encouraged to submit their pieces to 
the publishing company following the class. All assignments should be double-spaced and formatted to MLA 
standards. 
 
 Following statement must be included following Course requirements and grading criteria: 
“Students shall have protection through orderly procedures against prejudices or capricious academic evaluation. A 
student who believes that he or she has not been held to realistic academic standards, just evaluation procedures, or 
appropriate grading, may appeal the final grade given in the course by using the student grade appeal process 
described in the Academic Catalog.  Appeals  may  not  be  made  for  advanced  placement  examinations  or  
course  bypass examinations. Appeals are limited to the final course grade, which may be upheld, raised, or lowered 
at any stage of the appeal process. Any recommendation to lower a course grade must be submitted through the 
Executive Vice President/Provost to the Faculty Assembly Grade Appeals Committee for review and approval. The 
Faculty Assembly Grade Appeals Committee may instruct that the course grade be upheld, raised, or lowered to a 
more proper evaluation.” 
 
POINTS MATRIX 

Assignment Possible Points Points Received 

Exercises 1-9 (30x9)  270  

Discussions (15x11) 165  

Final Assignment 65  

Total Points 500 
 
 

 
 
 
  



Course Schedule:   
 
Week 1  
Topic:  Introduction to the course 
Reading: Introduction in both books. 
 
Assignment: Exercise #1: Complete #10 in White’s Introduction (p. 15) 
 
Discussion: Why are you taking this course? What kind of writing do you like to do?  

Have you read or written flash fiction before? If so, either share your piece or the name of the 
author and piece you’ve read before? If you haven’t, research it online and share what you found. 

 
Week 2  
Topic:  Exploring Flash Fiction 
Reading: Thomas & Hazuka—Holst (17), Oppenheimer (140), & Gildner (100) 
  White Chapter 2 
 
Assignment: Exercise #2 –  In Chapter 2 of White’s Book, under “Now it’s time to pick up your pen” complete 

number 7 (p. 30). 
 
Discussion: Is it possible to create a beginning, middle, and end in 250-words?  

Do you think the authors this week did a good job of giving a full story arc? Explain. 
 

Week 3  
Topic:  Analyzing Flash Fiction 
Reading: Thomas & Hazuka—Painter, Sanders, & Kessler 
  White Chapter 3 
 
Assignment: Exercise #3—Using the criteria for analyzing flash fiction (White’s book), write up your analysis 

of the three stories (Thomas & Hazuka) looking at each category (they should be clearly marked 
for each category and story). 

 
Discussion: Share your analysis of the story you liked the most of the three. Explain why you liked it most. 

What were some things that caused you to not choose the other two? What might you have done to 
help improve any of the stories? 

 
Week 4  
Topic:  Genre Flash Fiction 
Reading: Thomas & Hazuka—French, Boll & & Shea 
  White Chapter 4 
 
Assignment: Exercise #3—Pick ANY exercise in Chapter 4 from White’s “Now it’s time to pick up your pen,” 

and complete it in 250 words or less. Make sure to indicate which number you chose. 
  
Discussion: Do you have a favorite genre of story? What is your favorite genre book or story of all time, and 

why do you like it? What did you like or dislike about the stories you read in Thomas and Hazuka 
this week? Be specific. 

 
Week 5   
Topic:  Literary Flash Fiction 
Reading: Thomas & Hazuka—Williams, Delp, & Lott 
  White Chapter 5 
 
Assignment: Exercise #4—In Chapter 5 of White’s book, complete the “Now It’s Time to Pick Up Your Pen” 

numbers 1-2 (p. 72-73). 
 
Discussion: What makes something literary fiction? What do you think of the literary pieces in White’s book? 

Write one of your own 250-words. 
 
 
 



Week 6  
Topic:  Humorous Flash Fiction 
Reading: Online: https://letterpile.com/humor/A-Husbands-Revenge-a-humorous-flash-fiction-short-story  

https://lithub.com/11-very-short-stories-you-must-read-immediately/ (pick 2) 
  White Chapter 6 
 
Assignment: Exercise #5—In Chapter 6, under “Now It’s Time to Pick up Your Pen,” choose ANY of the 

assignments and complete it. Make sure you list the number and instructions with your 
assignment. 

 
Discussion: What do you think is funny? What do you think it takes to make a story humorous? Why do some 

jokes work, while others do not? 
 
Week 7  
Topic:  Experimental Flash Fiction 
Reading: Thomas & Hazuka—Updike, Burnham, & Edelstein 
  White Chapter 7 
 
Assignment: Exercise #6— In Chapter 7, under “Now It’s Time to Pick up Your Pen,” choose one of the 

assignments and complete it. Make sure you list the number and instructions with your 
assignment. 

 
Discussion: Looking at the flash fiction that is included in both texts, analyze and critique the different stories. 

Do you like the experimental or would you prefer traditional stories? Explain.  
 
Week 8 
Topic:  Marketing & Publishing Flash Fiction 
Reading: Thomas & Hazuka—Choose ANY three stories we have not read yet 
  White Chapter 8 
 
Assignment: Exercise #7—Choose one of your stories from earlier in the semester OR write a new one. Then 

find a publisher that would publish your kind of story. You can find this in the text or online. 
Under your story, write the publisher, the publisher URL, submission guidelines (page number, 
calendar date, etc.) and explain in a paragraph why your story is a good fit. Lastly, write a cover 
letter that would accompany your story, should you send it. 

 
Discussion: Have you published a story before? If so, tell us more. If not, have you tried? If not, why or why 

not? What keeps people from trying to publish their work? What advice would you give someone 
else (or yourself) that is trying to publish his or her work? 

 
Week 9 
Topic:  Flash Fiction Volume 
Reading: Thomas & Hazuka—Pick ANY three stories that you have not read yet 
  White Chapter 9 
 
Assignment: Exercise #8—Write a story that is less than 250-words. Remember, the story should have a 

beginning, middle, and end. 
  
Discussion: Upload your story. Why did you write this story? How hard was it to write a full story in less than 

250-words? How do you think you did? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://letterpile.com/humor/A-Husbands-Revenge-a-humorous-flash-fiction-short-story
https://lithub.com/11-very-short-stories-you-must-read-immediately/


Week 10 
Topic:  Reflections & Flash Non-Fiction  
Reading: “Jake” (uploaded into the class) 
  White Chapter 10 
 
Assignment: Exercise #9—“Jake” is my true story. Reflecting on a true story of your own, write a story (250-

500 words) about your situation. Make sure that it is more than a slice of life but it should have a 
beginning, middle, and end (a solid conclusion). 

 
Discussion: Feel free to share your story with the class, then share what inspired you to write this particular 

truth. If you choose to not share your story, you may simply answer the rest of the questions: How 
does writing a true story differ from writing a fictional story? Do you have a preference? Why or 
why not? 

 
Week 11 
Topic:  Flash Fiction 
Reading: No reading 
 
Assignment: FINAL—Create three NEW unique flash fiction stories: 1) Less than 100-words (2) 250-500 

words (3) 750-1000 words (Put them all in the same document, just clearly separated by a 
capitalized title.) They be formatted to MLA standards. 

 
Discussion: Share your favorite of the three stories with the class. Then share how this class was for you. Did 

you enjoy flash fiction, why or why not? Will you continue to write it? Will you try to publish 
one? Why or Why not? Did you like this genre? Why or why not? 
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