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CATALOG DESCRIPTION: The history, methods, and basic problems of philosophy.
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This is an open source text found at https://openstax.org/details/books/introduction-philosophy


COURSE OUTCOMES AND COMPETENCIES: 

1. The student will develop skills for critical thinking, analysis, and expression.
2. The student will acquire a philosophical vocabulary.
3. The student will understand some of the views of significant philosophers about important philosophical problems.
4. The student will be able to state a personal philosophy.

ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS: Students enrolled at Wayland Baptist University should make every effort to attend all class meetings. All absences must be explained to the satisfaction of the instructor who will decide whether the omitted work may be made up. 

Regardless of course format (face-to-face, online, or hybrid), it is the student's responsibility to understand and meet the attendance requirements set forth in the course syllabus. 

Student “attendance” in an online course is defined as active participation in the course as described in the course syllabus. Any student who has not actively participated in an online class prior to the census date for any given term is considered a "no-show" and will be administratively withdrawn from the class without record. To be counted as actively participating, it is not sufficient to log in and view the course. The student must be submitting work as described in the course syllabus.  Any student who misses 25 percent or more of the regularly scheduled class meetings may receive a grade of F in the course.  Additional attendance and participation policies for each course, as defined by the instructor in the course syllabus, are considered a part of the university’s attendance policy.

STATEMENT ON PLAGIARISM & ACADEMIC DISHONESTY:
Please click on this link to  WBU’s Statement on Academic Integrity to understand policies concerning plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty. All work must be the work of the student. In addition to normal means of plagiarism, the following policy concerning AI generated works also applies:

0. No use of any generative AI tools permitted. i. Students are required to create and produce all work themselves or with assigned group members. Any work submitted that has used an AI generative tool like ChatGPT will be in immediate violation of the academic integrity policies for the course and WBU. 
· All assignments must be fully created, designed, and prepared by the student(s). 
· Any work that uses generative AI will be treated as plagiarism. 

DISABILITY STATEMENT:
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), it is the policy of Wayland Baptist University that no otherwise qualified person with a disability be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subject to discrimination under any educational program or activity in the university. The Disability Services Coordinator and Academic Coach serves as the coordinator of students with disabilities and must be contacted concerning accommodation requests (office (806) 291-1057. Documentation of a disability must accompany any request for accommodations.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING CRITERIA:
Blackboard:  All assignments will be completed/uploaded through Blackboard.   Feedback on assignments will be provided through the same platform.  Assignments will be found in the weekly content folders accessible from the main course page.   Feedback will be accessed by clicking on the assignment’s text icon in the gradebook. 
Weekly Quizzes:  Each week a quiz is due over the weekly assigned material in the text. The lowest two will be dropped at the end of the term.  The quizzes are not proctored but have a time limit of 30 minutes. Ten points each.
Discussion Questions.   A reflective question will be assigned each of 7 weeks related to the week’s reading.   These questions should be answered in a well constructed paragraph of at least 100 words.   The answers will be graded on the basis of depth of reflection and the use of philosophical concepts and reasoning.   Each student should provide a 50 word philosophical response to another student.  This response should disagree with the student’s approach, criticizing it on the basis of philosophical commitments.   (This should be a professional and polite disagreement aimed only at the content offered.)  The answer and the post to another student are worth 20 points.
[bookmark: _Hlk38406373]Responses to Video Presentations: Eight short streaming presentations will be viewed according to the dates and links provided on the schedule grid.  On these dates, the student should submit a written response to the video. This response should include one paragraph summarizing the presentation, and one or more paragraphs reacting to the content of the tape.  The student should spend the majority of the assignment reacting to the presentation in a reflective and critical manner.   This is best done by picking out two or three controversial issues These assignments are worth 25 points each, and will be graded on clarity of writing, accuracy, and depth of reflection.  These assignments should be submitted to the designated assignment upload in Blackboard.

A. Measurement Instruments and Grading Chart:  
		Weekly Quizzes      			8 x 10 points     	80 points
		Discussion Questions 			7 x 20 points		140 points
		Responses to Video Presentations	8 x 25 points		200 points
			Total 						 	420 points
	
A-378-420
B-336-377
C-294-335
D-252-293
F-0-251

	 	 
B. Grading Scale
	90 – 100%		A
	80 – 89%		B
	70 – 79%		C
	60 – 69%		D
	Below 60%	F


Students shall have protection through orderly procedures against prejudices or capricious academic evaluation. A student who believes that he or she has not been held to realistic academic standards, just evaluation procedures, or appropriate grading, may appeal the final grade given in the course by using the student grade appeal process described in the Academic Catalog. Appeals may not be made for advanced placement examinations or course bypass examinations. Appeals are limited to the final course grade, which may be upheld, raised, or lowered at any stage of the appeal process. Any recommendation to lower a course grade must be submitted through the vice president of academic affairs to the Faculty Assembly Grade Appeals Committee for review and approval. The Faculty Assembly Grade Appeals Committee may instruct that the course grade be upheld, raised, or lowered to a more proper evaluation.

[bookmark: Reading_and_Discussion_Schedule]Reading and Discussion Schedule
All assignments are due each Saturday at 11:59 PM C.S.T. except for the last week when all assignments are due on Friday at 11:59 PM C.S.T.
	
	Readings Smith
	Assignments Due
	

	
	
	
	

	Week 1 – March 23-28
	1
	Quiz 1
Video Reaction-
What is Philosophy
	

	Week 2 – March 29-April 4
	 
4
	Quiz 2
Discussion 1
Audio/Video Reaction-
Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle


	

	Week 3 – April 5-11
	5
	Quiz 3
Discussion 2
Reaction to Video-
Deductive and Inductive Logic

Collaborate Session
	

	Week 4- April 12-18
	6
	Quiz 4
Discussion 3
Reaction to Video 2-
Russel’s Teapot and the Flying Spaghetti Monster 


	

	Week 5-April 19-25
	7
	Quiz 5
Discussion 4
Reaction to Video 3-
Knowledge First


	

	Week 6 – April 26-May 2
	9
	Quiz 6
Discussion 5
Video Reaction—
Introduction to Ethics
Collaborate Session

	

	Week 7- May 3-9
	10
	Quiz 7
Discussion 6
Video Reaction-
Applied Ethics


	

	Week 8 –May 10-16
	11
	Quiz 8
Discussion 7
Video Reaction-
Political Philosophy
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