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SCHOOL OF CHRISTIAN STUDIES

Wayland Baptist University Mission Statement
Wayland Baptist University exists to educate students in an academically challenging, learning-focused and distinctively Christian environment for professional success and service to God and humankind.

RLGN1301-VC03 
Old Testament History
Spring 2 2026

Instructor:  David Maltsberger, Ph.D. 
Instructor Information 
· Email: david.maltsberger@wayland.wbu.edu
· All emails are answered within 24 hours
· Office Hours: By appointment online or by telephone 

Class Meeting Time: 
· Since this is an online class, class meeting times will be observed by regular and timely participation in online activities every week.  
· There is no specific time in which the student must log in each week unless specified in an assignment.
· There are specific due dates for assignments.

Catalogue Description. RLGN 1301
An introductory survey of the historical literature with special attention to the institutions, religion, and national life of the Hebrew people.

Prerequisites/Co-requisites:  None

Required Resource Materials
EBooks are included with the course, fees apply.  Hard copies listed below may be purchased separately.  Students may opt out of eBooks per the requirements of the university.
Required
	TITLE
	EDITOR/AUTHOR
	PUBLISHER
	ED
	YEAR
	ISBN#

	The Bible: An Introduction
	Jerry L. Sumney
	Fortress Press
	2ndedition
	2014
	9781451469240



	TITLE
	EDITOR/AUTHOR
	PUBLISHER
	ED
	YEAR
	ISBN#

	NIV Study Bible
	 
	Zondervan
	
	2011
	9780310438922





Course Outcome Competencies:  Students will: 
Demonstrate knowledge of the historical, religious, and social context of the Old Testament world. 2.	Demonstrate knowledge of some of the critical methods used in Old Testament studies.
3.	Demonstrate an understanding of the basic content of the Old Testament and its main teachings (theological content).
4.	Demonstrate knowledge of the canonical process producing a more complete understanding of the Old Testament.

Attendance Requirements 
· As an online class, your attendance will be determined by weekly login to the class website and consistent participation in assignments.
· You are required to log in to class each week and meet specific deadlines.  Skipping scheduled weekly assignments will be considered as an “absence” for that particular week.
· The Division's "no cut" policy allows no unexcused absences.
· No student missing more than 25% of the class meetings (including both excused and unexcused absences) can pass the course.  Thus, if you miss 2 weeks of weekly assignments and quizzes, you will fail this class.

Statement on Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty:  
· Link to Statement on Academic Integrity  
· Wayland Baptist University observes a zero-tolerance policy regarding academic dishonesty. Per university policy as described in the academic catalog, all cases of academic dishonesty will be reported and second offenses will result in suspension from the university.

Statement on Generative AI (GAI) and use of online language tools:  
· Generative AI tools permitted in specific contexts and with proper citations.
a. Students are allowed to use, reference, or incorporate generative AI tools into specific assignments for this course. When used, students must properly cite the generative AI tool in their submitted work. 
b. While there is no true substitute for direct help and instruction for your instructor, students may be allowed to use generative AI tools to provide further explanations of course content, readings, and other assignments. Any use of generative AI tools to help further explain or translate content must be properly referenced and cited.
c. Specific parameters for generative AI usage are provided by the instructor.
d. Any use of generative AI tools outside of the approved instructor parameters will be considered a form of plagiarism and academic dishonesty.
· Online language tools, such as BlueLetterBible.org and the STEPBible.org, can be used in specific contexts and with proper citations.  


Disability Statement
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), it is the policy of Wayland Baptist University that no otherwise qualified person with a disability be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subject to discrimination under any educational program or activity in the university. The Coordinator of Counseling Services serves as the coordinator of students with a disability and should be contacted concerning accommodation requests at (806) 291-3765. Documentation of a disability must accompany any request for accommodations.

Course Requirements
This is an introductory New Testament course required of all students at WBU. As a student, you are expected to have already mastered the basic study skills necessary to participate in the classroom structure (i.e. note-taking, group participation, possible library research, classroom interaction, etc.), and the writing of short, reflective and comparative essays. The course will include lectures by the Professor, as well as multimedia presentations, and online quizzes, and assignment submission. The course will also include personal reading and research, and online Discussion Board interaction. 

Students’ Responsibilities: 
· Prompt and regular online attendance and participation.
· Accurate note-taking and review.
· Seven online quizzes based on the textbook reading and the Professor’s video lectures. The quiz questions may be multiple choice, true/false, matching, listing, and/or brief discussion. Questions will cover material from the Bible readings, our textbook, and our lecture notes and classroom discussions. Quizzes cover our weekly reading in the textbook and biblical text. Each quiz will be completed ONLINE in Blackboard. Each Quiz #1-6 is available for only 10 days. Quiz #7 is available only during Week 8. The student should take each quiz unlimited times until a minimum score of 80% is achieved. The student should desire to score 80% for the grade to be recorded. The quizzes are timed. The highest grade earned on all quiz attempts is the grade recorded.
· Seven brief written assignments interacting with the Bible Readings of the Week. Written Assignments address your understanding and reflection on the readings from the biblical text. They are due as noted in Blackboard. Late assignments are penalized 5% per day overdue. No assignment may be submitted more than 7 days late.


Tentative Schedule:
	Date
	Objectives and Assignments

	Week 1
3/23-29
	Introduction to the Syllabus and Course
Why We Study the Old
Bible How to Navigate the Bible
Assignments
· Completion of the Required First Assignment. 
· Completion of a Discussion Board Introduction and Responses (3)
· Read Sumney, Chapters 1 and 2 
· Watch the Lecture Videos
· In the Bible, Read Psalm 24, 86
· Complete Assignment 1 on Blackboard

	Week 2
3/30 – 4/5
	Translating and Interpreting the Bible
How the Bible Became a Book
Assignments
· Complete Quiz #1 on Chapters 1 and 2
· Read Sumney, Chapter 4
· Watch the Lecture Videos
· In the Bible, Read Genesis 1, 2, 3, 6, 11, 12, 15
· Complete Assignment 2 on Blackboard 

	Week 3
4/6-4/12
	In the Beginning: Creation and Early Stories
The Founding of Israel
Assignments
· Complete Quiz #2 on Ch 4
· Read Sumney, Chapter 5
· Watch the Lecture Videos
· In the Bible, Read Exodus 1, 2, 3; Leviticus 26; Numbers 10; Joshua 24 
· Complete Assignment 3 on Blackboard

	Week 4
4/13-4/19
	Moses, Pharaoh, A New Land and Law
Assignments
· Complete Quiz #3 Ch. 5
· Read Sumney, Chapter 6
· Watch the Lecture Videos
· In the Bible, Read Joshua 2, Judges 14, 1 Samuel 16-
17, 1 Kings 3, 2 Kings 24-25
· Complete Assignment 4 on Blackboard




	
Week 5
4/20-4/26

	Game of Thrones: The Rise and Fall of Nations 
Assignments
· Complete Quiz #4 on Ch 6
· Read Sumney, Chapter 7
· Watch the Lecture Videos
· In the Bible, Read Isaiah 6, 9; Jeremiah 10; Amos 5.
· Complete Assignment 5 on Blackboard

	Week 6
4/27-5/3
	When Prophets Speak 
Assignments
· Complete Quiz #5 on Chapter 7
· Read Sumney, Chapter 8
· Watch the Lecture Videos
· In the Bible, Read Job 1, 2, 42; Proverbs 10; Ecclesiastes 3, 12; Esther 1, 2, 3
· Complete Assignment 6 on Blackboard

	Week 7
5/4-5/10
	Stories of Faith, Philosophies of Life
Assignments
· Complete Quiz #6 on Chapter 8
· Read Sumney, Chapter 9
· Watch the Lecture Videos
· In the Bible, Read Psalms 19, 44, 66, 137, 126; Songs 1, 2; Daniel 7
Complete Assignment 7 on Blackboard

	Week 8
5/11-5/16
	Holy Music, Talk of Love and the Struggles to Come
Assignments
· Watch the Lecture Videos
· Complete Quiz #7

Final Quiz #7 must be completed before 11pm CST, Saturday May 16



University Grading System:
		Symbol		Percentage
		A		90-100
		B		80-89
		C		70-79
		D		60-69
		F		Below 60
		I**		Incomplete	
**A grade of incomplete is changed if the deficiency is made up by midterm of the next regular semester; otherwise, it becomes "F".  This grade is given only if circumstances beyond the student's control prevented completion of work during the semester enrolled and attendance requirements have been met. 

Procedure for computations of final grade:  
The final course grades will be derived from a combination of the three exams and 6 quizzes as follows: 
1.  Seven Quizzes		79% of final grade (7 at 11.3% each)
2.  Seven Assignments	21% of final grade (7 at 3% each)
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