WAYLAND BAPTIST UNIVERSITY 

VIRTUAL CAMPUS
SCHOOL OF RELIGION AND PHILOSOPHY
Wayland Baptist University Mission Statement

Wayland Baptist University exists to educate students in an academically challenging, 
learning-focused, and distinctively Christian environment for professional success and service
to God and humankind.

RLGN 5300: Research and Writing for Religious Studies
Summer 2019
Instructor: Dr. Donald Raney, II

· Phone Numbers:  (H) 407-3434, (W) 781-2576
· Email address: donald.raney@wayland.wbu.edu

Catalog Description: Provides instruction in formulating research topics in religious studies, as well as conducting research, and writing papers, which marshal support from secondary sources. Students will learn to read and understand research reports, to analyze and interpret results, and to develop in-depth, research-based papers centering on topics in the various areas of religious studies. The course is to be taken in the first two terms of attendance. 
Required Text

Kate L. Turabian: A Manual for Writers (9th ed.) 

Course Outcome Competencies:  Upon the conclusion of this course, students actively engaged in learning will be able to: 

· utilize printed library reference materials, proprietary databases, and Internet resources to locate source material; 

· use borrowed information in a manner that complies with standard academic conventions pertaining to quotation, paraphrase, and summary; 

· analyze, evaluate, organize, and manage the assertions of more than one source or author in order to support your own main point; 

· develop and focus a research topic; and 

· write a research question/proposal, a review of the literature, an abstract, an outline, a summary, a synthesis, and a unified, coherent, complete research paper in Turabian. 

Attendance Requirements: Student “attendance” in an online course is defined as active
 participation in the course as described in the course syllabus. Instructors in online courses are responsible for providing students with clear instructions for how they are 
required to participate in the course. Additionally, instructors are responsible for incorporating specific instructional activities within their course and will, at a minimum, have weekly mechanisms for documenting student participation. These mechanisms may include, but are not limited to, participating in a weekly discussion board,  submitting/completing assignments in Blackboard, or communicating with the instructor. Students aware of necessary absences must inform the professor with as much advance notice as possible in order to make appropriate arrangements. Any student absent 25 percent or more of the online course, i.e., non-participatory during 3 or more weeks of an 11 week term, may receive an F for that course. Instructors may also file a Report of Unsatisfactory Progress for students with excessive non-participation. Any student who has not actively participated in an online class prior to the census date for any given term is considered a “no-show” and will be administratively withdrawn from the class without record. To be counted as actively participating, it is not sufficient to log in and view the course. The student must be submitting work as described in the course syllabus. 
Services for the Disabled: In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), it is the policy of Wayland Baptist University that no otherwise qualified person with a disability be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subject to discrimination under any education program or activity in the university.  The Coordinator of Counseling Services serves as the coordinator of students with a disability and should be contacted concerning accommodation requests at (806) 291-3765. Documentation of a disability must accompany any request for accommodations.

Course Requirements

Article Critique: Each student will write a 2-3 page critique of an article which the instructor will 
post to Blackboard. This essay is intended to demonstrate your ability to read critically so it should 
not summarize the article but should present your thoughts as you read. Ask questions such as: Did 
the author accomplish what he set out to accomplish? Are there holes in his argument? What possible objections might be raised to his presentation? The critique is due June 22.
Working Thesis Statement and Outline: Each student will write a working thesis statement and outline for your research paper. This will be due June 29.

Annotated Bibliographies: Each student will write an annotated bibliography of 10 authoritative sources related to the topic of your research paper. Further instructions will be provided. This assignment is due July 6. 

Examinations: Each student will take two exams. The exam will be all multiple choice questions with the second exam covering only material presented since the first exam. Dates for these are listed below.

Discussion Board Participation: There will be five discussion board posts during the term. Each student will post a response to the question and will respond to the comments of at least two other students each week. These responses should reflect the student’s perspective on the issues presented 
and will be evaluated for relevance, clarity, and critical thinking. Responses to fellow students should also be thoughtful and consist of more than "I agree" or "good answer." Dates for these are listed below.

Research Paper: Each student will write a research paper on any topic related to the Bible, theology 
or religion. Topics must be approved by the instructor by June 8. The final paper should be 12-15 pages excluding the title page, table of contents, and bibliography. The first draft of the paper should be completed by July 21 for review by a classmate and the final draft will be due by August 7. Students should consult a minimum of ten sources and follow the form and style guides in Turabian 9th ed. The rubric which will be used to grade the papers is included at the end of this syllabus. 
Peer Review: Each student will write a 2-3 page review of the research paper of a fellow classmate. These reviews are designed to help the writer of the paper to strengthen their presentation and so the reviewer should ask the same type of questions asked in the article critique and give honest feedback 
and make suggestions. Writers then will decide whether to incorporate the feedback and how to do so.
Course Outline and Calendar 
May 27-June 1

Introduction to research

Read Turabian chapters 1, 2, and 14


Respond to discussion board post by midnight (Central Time) June 1




June 2-8


Library Resources


Read Turabian chapter 3


Explore the online Learning Resource Center


Respond to discussion board post by midnight (Central Time) June 8




June 9-15


Academic Writing Form and Style


Read Turabian pages 383-411


Complete Exam 1 by midnight (Central Time) June 15






June 16-22


Reading Critically



Read Turabian chapter 4


Submit the Article Critique by midnight (Central Time) June 22 





June 23-29


Thesis and Outline


Read Turabian chapters 5-6


Submit the Thesis Statement and Outline by midnight (Central Time) June 29 



June 30-July 6

Citing Sources


Read Turabian chapters 15, 16 and 18


Submit the Annotated Bibliography by midnight (Central Time) July 6




July 7-13


Developing Arguments

Read Turabian chapters 7, 8, and 25


Respond to the Discussion Board post by midnight (Central Time) July 13




July 14-20


Revising


Read Turabian chapters 9, 10, and 11


Respond to the Discussion Board post by midnight (Central Time) July 20




July 21-27


Peer Review


Read Turabian chapters 12 and 13


Submit the review of classmate's paper by midnight (Central Time) July 27



July 28-August 3

Final Revisions


Respond to the discussion board post by midnight (Central Time) August 3

August 4-10


Final Week


Submit research paper by midnight (Central Time) August 7

Complete Exam 2 by midnight (Central Time) August 10
Method of Determining Final Grade
Discussion Board posts
100

900-1000 points 
A
Exam 1


100

800-899

B
Exam 2


100

700-700

C
Article Critique

100

600-699

D
Thesis Statement/Outline
100

Below 600

F
Annotated Bibliography
125
Peer Review


125
Research Paper

250

Total

            
1000 points
Students shall have protection through orderly procedures against prejudices or capricious academic evaluation. A student who believes that he or she has not been held to realistic academic standards, just evaluation procedures, or appropriate grading, may appeal the final grade given in the course by using the student grade appeal process described in the Academic Catalog. Appeals may not be made for advanced placement examinations or course bypass examinations. Appeals are limited to the final course grade, which may be uphelp, raised, or lowered at any stage of the appeal process. Any recommendation to lower a course grade must be submitted through the Executive Vice President/Provost to the Faculty Assembly Grade Appeals Committee for review and approval. The Faculty Assembly Grade Appeals Committee may instruct that the course grade be upheld, raised, or lowered to a more proper evaluation.

Academic Honesty (Plagiarism): University students are expected to conduct themselves according to the highest standards of academic honesty. Academic misconduct for which a student is subject to penalty includes all forms of cheating, such as illicit possession of examinations or examination materials, forgery, or plagiarism. Plagiarism is the presentation pf the work of another as one’s own work. It is the student’s responsibility to be familiar with penalties associates with plagiarism stated in the catalog. 
	RLGN 5300 Research and Writing in Religion
Research Paper Evaluation Guide



	Graded Elements


	Points Possible
	Points Received

	Style and Form: adherence to Turabian, title page, notes, 
       bibliography, page numbering, grammar, spelling, etc.


	50
	

	Organization: clear outline/flow, length, balance


	50
	

	Content: clear introduction with a statement of purpose,

       coherent arguments, complete coverage of topic,

       balance between description and critical insight,

       clear conclusion(s)


	100
	

	Research: Sufficient number and variety of sources, 

       Variety of views represented, interaction with sources  

	50
	

	Overall Evaluation


	Total points (out of 250)

and grade







