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Wayland Mission Statement


Wayland Baptist University exists to educate students in an academically challenging, learning-focused and distinctively Christian environment for professional success and service to God and humankind.


Course Number and Title: RLED/RLGN5308 VC01 Evangelism
Term: Summer 2019
Instructor Dr. Gary Mitchell
· Addresses:  810 E. 21st Street, Suite A-6, Clovis, NM 88101
· Phone Numbers:  (575) 763-0535 (office); (575) 693-6830 (cell)
· Email address:  mitchellg@wbu.edu 


· Conference Hours: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. M-F


Class Time and Location: Virtual Campus – Asynchronous 
Catalog Description:  Research into the history and methods of evangelism with special attention to contemporary expression.
Method of Instruction:  
Here's what we will do during this course:

1.
VERBATIM of a witnessing/evangelistic encounter, successful or unsuccessful (7/21)
2.
ASSESSMENT of an evangelist’s experiences and approach to evangelism (7/7)
3.
EVANGELISM COMPARISON/CONTRAST of popular approaches to evangelism (6/23)

4.    BOOK REVIEW of the textbook The Theology of Evangelism by C.E. Autrey (6/30)
5.    BLACKBOARD DISCUSSION on a weekly basis from textbook readings
4.
RESEARCH PAPER on a particular evangelism topic of contemporary significance (8/4)
5.
FINAL EXAMINATION (8/10)
Prerequisite/ Co-requisites:  
· RLGN 1301, RLGN 1302
Resources
· Michael Green, Evangelism in the Early Church, Eerdmans (2004); ISBN: 978-0802827685.
· C.E. Autrey, The Theology of Evangelism, Broadman Press (1966)
· The Holy Bible
Course Outcome Competencies:  Upon completion of this course, students should be able to 
1. Demonstrate an understanding of the New Testament strategy of evangelism
2. Understand the importance of the Holy Spirit, prayer, compassion, and patience in evangelism
3. Be equipped to share his/her personal testimony
4. Demonstrate proficiency in sharing the Gospel in a systematic manner
5. Know how to approach non-Christians with a view of sharing the Gospel with them
6. Develop & demonstrate a sensitivity to those around them

7. Research & present analytical research on biblical, historical & contemporary evangelistic issues

Attendance Requirements
Students are expected to participate in all required instructional activities in their courses.  Online courses are no different in this regard; however, participation must be defined in a different manner.  Student “attendance” in an online course is defined as active participation in the course as described in the course syllabus. Instructors in online courses are responsible for providing students with clear instructions for how they are required to participate in the course.  Additionally, instructors are responsible for incorporating specific instructional activities within their course and will, at a minimum, have weekly mechanisms for documenting student participation.  These mechanisms may include, but are not limited to, participating in a weekly discussion board, submitting/completing assignments in Blackboard, or communicating with the instructor.  Students aware of necessary absences must inform the professor with as much advance notice as possible in order to make appropriate arrangements.  

Any student absent 25 percent or more of the online course, i.e., non-participatory during 3 or more weeks of an 11-week term, may receive an F for that course.  Instructors may also file a Report of Unsatisfactory Progress for students with excessive non-participation.  Any student who has not actively participated in an online class prior to the census date for any given term is considered a “no-show” and will be administratively withdrawn from the class without record.  To be counted as actively participating, it is not sufficient to log in and view the course.  The student must be submitting work as described in the course syllabus.  Additional attendance and participation policies for each course, as defined by the instructor in the course syllabus, are considered a part of the university’s attendance policy. 
Services for the Disabled

It is university policy that no otherwise qualified disabled person be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subject to discrimination under any educational program or activity in the University.  The Dean of Students serves the University as coordinator or activities for the handicapped and should be contacted concerning initial contact with the Dean of Student’s office as soon as possible before registration to ensure adequate time for assistance.

Course Requirements 
BLACKBOARD DISCUSSION—each class participation event is worth 5 points, TOTAL POINTS 50
Class discussion will emanate from your textbook by Michael Green, Evangelism in the Early Church.
FINAL EXAMINATION—TOTAL POINTS 100  (due 8/10/2019)

ALL exam questions will come from the assigned readings in EEC and from your lecture notes.

o
The exam will have fifty (50) objective questions, each worth two (2) points.

o
Format for the exam will be T/F, multiple choice, and fill-in-the-blank answers.
o
It is for all purposes an open-book exam. 
GOD IS YOUR PROCTOR!

A review will be given; be familiar with your notes and where to find information.[image: image1.png]


  The point is to be familiar with the material before you attempt to take the exam.
FIVE (5) WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS:
1. VERBATIM REPORT of a witnessing/evangelistic encounter—DUE 7/21/2019; TOTAL POINTS 100
The report will be written in a narrative (not bulleted) format of between 900 – 1,200 words (TNR, 12 pt font, double spaced) structured in three paragraphs following the pattern below:

Describe the person with whom you had the encounter. For confidentiality’s sake, provide initials or a fictional name of the person (do not write about family members, as joyous as that may be!). Do provide an authentic but brief description of the relationship you have with him/her. What is the person’s gender and approximate age? Disclose whether or not you have invited the person to worship or other events and if/how the person experienced those activities.

Describe in some detail the actual witnessing or evangelistic encounter. NOTE: It is NOT necessary that the report be about a person who actually received Christ as Savior. When and where did the encounter take place? Did you utilize a prewritten piece of literature or a tract? Were the circumstances tense or comfortable for you (and the person)? What issues arose around which the person had difficulty either comprehending or accepting as truth. What was your response? Did you sense the Holy Spirit’s movement and presence? How? In general, what was the person’s final response to your presentation?

Evaluate the encounter. How did you leave the encounter? If the person received Christ, what did you suggest should happen next? If the person did not, what was the outcome? Will you plan a return visit? What were strong points of your presentation; and the areas needing improvement? What do you hope to do next relative to this person? What is the single greatest lesson you learned here?

2. EVANGELISM comparison/contrast—DUE  6/23/2019; TOTAL POINTS 100.

 
Review following online popular gospel presentations:

o
Two Ways to Live
o
Four Spiritual Laws
o
Bridge to Life

o
Way of the Master

o
The Big Story (Part 1)

o
The Big Story (Part 2)
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Select two (2) of the presentations that appeal to you in particular. Then write a narrative paper of between 900 – 1,200 words (TNR, 12 pt font, double-spaced), comparing and contrasting the two you selected.

Include such matters as:

· Discuss the theology of the evangelistic message you find there.

· What does the website reveal about its/their view of God’s love, rule, grace, holiness, etc.?

· What is its/their view of humanity and creation: nature and purpose of humanity (intellect, physical, affections, moral, etc.) nature of sin, results of sin (e.g. brokenness, alienation, condemnation, wrath, death, hell, etc.), depth of sin, moral ability, freedom, relation of material and spiritual, relation of individual and communal humanity, etc. ?

· What is their view of the Savior: divinity/humanity of Christ, life/teaching of Christ, atonement theory, resurrection, role of Spirit, etc. ?

· Finally, what do they say about salvation, faith, the relation of grace and human effort, relation of salvation to repentance, assurance of salvation, relation of salvation now and future, etc.?

3. EVANGELISM assessments—DUE 7/7/2019; TOTAL POINTS 100
Interview three pastors or ministers of various congregations in your geographic area. Ask each to: 1) describe the experience of evangelism in their personal lives including the process by which each of them became Christians; 2) describe his/her approach and/or strategy of evangelism in their respective congregations and disclose how effective that strategy has been; and 3) describe what each thinks it means to be “evangelistic” as people and church congregations.

Summarize their responses, noting similarities and differences, in a paper utilizing the structure outlines above. Assess these responses in a 3-5 page paper (300 words or so per minister) and reflect on the issues raised in the interviews in relation to the readings and class lectures in the first two sessions, as well as your own personal readings and experiences.

4. BOOK review—DUE 6/30/2019; TOTAL POINTS 100
The review shall be at least 1,500 and no more than 1,800 words (TNR, 12 pt font) in a double-spaced, typewritten paper. The book is entitled, The Theology of Evangelism. 
5. RESEARCH paper—DUE 8/4/2019; TOTAL POINTS 100
The paper must be between 12-20 pages (TNR, 12 pt font, double spaced) typewritten and
based on information found from research.  Sources must be scholarly in nature and include not only your textbooks, but other books and scholarly articles as well. Guidelines for the paper follow in this syllabus.
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Guidelines for Research Paper
These guidelines are to be used in preparing your Research Paper. Carefully consider each directive as the review progresses.

The paper should be at least 12 to 20 double-spaced, typewritten pages (TNR, 12 pt font). For matters of style and form, consult WBU’s Digest of Writing Instructions for Papers and Research Projects in the Division of Religion & Philosophy. APA or MLA will NOT be accepted for any assignment!!


Remember the due date:  NLT   AUGUST 4th, 2019

Sources are absolutely essential. Select them with great care; they must be of a scholarly nature and support your topic. Be sure to utilize and cite sources that specifically address the topic directly, not indirectly. Your textbook is a key source—use it.  The Bible – no matter what version – is considered only one source.


Pick from the following three TOPIC CATAGORIES for your assignment & do the application at the end:

EVANGELISM: A BIBLICAL, HISTORICAL AND CONTEMPORARY ANALYSIS

Biblical
Review the missionary journeys of the Apostle Paul in Acts 13 – 21. Make note of the means and
methods he employed to evangelize these cities or provinces. Using your insights (above), your textbooks, other academic books, biblical commentaries, and journals, analyze Paul’s evangelistic method in two (2) specific cities or provinces. This will be a brief exposition in form.

Historical
Review the life and work of two (2) of the prominent evangelists in history. Choose from Billy Sunday, Charles Finney, Dwight L. Moody, Aimee Semple McPherson, James Robison, Billy Graham, Luis Palau, Oral Roberts, or Anne Graham Lotz. Others may be considered. Caution: the person must be known as an evangelist, not merely a famous preacher.  Any person other than those mentioned must be approved in advance by me.

Contemporary
Or, dig into two (2) of the following contemporary issues in evangelism. Select from the new atheism: religion as poison; religious pluralism; evil and suffering; or the postmodern critique of religion. Describe them in significant detail, paying attention to how these groups or movements treat the church, the place they give to Jesus Christ, etc. This is more of an apologetics approach.

Application
Put the evangelistic witness together. Using insights from your research, create an evangelistic witness based on the category you studied. What biblical truths from the Acts accounts apply? Or, what techniques from the life of the historic evangelists did you discover that might work today? Or if you studied a contemporary issue, how would you witness to one caught up in that particular cultural issue. Most of this is purely creative. How would you apply what you learned in your research? 

Course Evaluation (Method of Determining Grade)
· University Grading System



A
90-100



I
INCOMPLETE**



B
80-89



Cr
FOR CREDIT



C
70-79



NCr
NO CREDIT



D
60-69



WP
WITHDRAWAL PASSING



F
BELOW 60


WF
WITHDRAWAL FAILING


                                   



W
WITHDRAWAL

**A grade of incomplete is changed if the deficiency is made up by midterm of the next regular semester; otherwise, it becomes "F".  This grade is given only if circumstances beyond the student's control prevented completion of work during the semester enrolled and attendance requirements have been met.  A grade of "CR" indicates that credit in semester hours was granted but no grade or grade points were recorded.
· Procedure for computations of final grade 
[image: image4.png]PAGE





COURSE EVALUATION—Method of Determining Final Course Grade
Of a TOTAL of 650 possible points:

A
585-650 points
I
INCOMPLETE**
B
520-584 points
WP
WITHDRAWAL PASSING
C
455-519 points
WF
WITHDRAWAL FAILING

D
390-454 points
W
WITHDRAWAL

F
BELOW 390 points

· [image: image5.png]


**A grade of incomplete is changed if the deficiency is made up by midterm of the next regular semester; otherwise, it becomes "F". This grade is given only if circumstances beyond the student's control prevented completion of work during the semester enrolled and attendance requirements have been met. A grade of "CR" indicates that credit in semester hours was granted but no grade or grade points were recorded.

Grade Appeal Statement

“Students shall have protection through orderly procedures against prejudices or capricious academic evaluation. A student who believes that he or she has not been held to realistic academic standards, just evaluation procedures, or appropriate grading, may appeal the final grade given in the course by using the student grade appeal process described in the Academic Catalog. Appeals may not be made for advanced placement examinations  or  course bypass examinations. Appeals are limited to the final course grade, which may be upheld, raised, or lowered at any stage of the appeal process. Any recommendation to lower a course grade must be submitted through the Vice President of Academic Affairs/Faculty Assembly Grade Appeals Committee for review and approval. The Faculty Assembly Grade Appeals Committee may instruct that the course grade be upheld, raised, or lowered to a more proper evaluation.”

Course Outline and Calendar
Schedule of Readings, Quizzes & Examinations:
	

	 Week 1


	Introduction; Pathways for Evangelism
EEC^, Intro and chap 1

	Week 2
	Obstacles to Evangelism
EEC, chap 2

	Week 3
	The Evangel
EEC, chap 3

	Week 4
	Evangelizing the Jews    ( Evangelism Comparison/Contrast due)
EEC, chap 4

	

	Week 5
	Evangelizing the Gentiles   (Book Review due)
EEC, chap 5

	Week 6
	Conversion         (Assessments of Pastors due)
EEC, chap 6

	Week 7
	The Evangelists
EEC, chap 7

	Week 8
	Evangelistic Motives     (Verbatim of Evangelistic Encounter due)
EEC, chap 8

	Week 9
	Evangelistic Methods
EEC, chap 9

	Week 10
	Evangelistic Strategy   (Research Paper due)
EEC, chap 10 & Epilogue

	Week 11
	Wrap it Up!
	FINAL EXAMINATION
	

	*w/o = week of
^EEC = Evangelism in the Early Church


Academic Honesty (Plagiarism):  University students are expected to conduct themselves according to the highest standards of academic honesty. Academic misconduct for which a student is subject to penalty includes all forms of cheating, such as illicit possession of examinations or examination materials, forgery, or plagiarism. Plagiarism is the presentation pf the work of another as one’s own work. It is the student’s responsibility to be familiar with penalties associates with plagiarism stated in the catalog. 
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