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Wayland Mission Statement 
Wayland Baptist University exists to educate students in an academically challenging, learning-focused, and distinctively Christian environment for professional success, and service to God and humankind.
Contact Information 
Course
: POLS 2301 <<Section #>> – American Government
Campus
: WBUonline
Term/Session
: Summer Term 2026
Instructor
: James M. (Jim) Tirey 
Office Phone Number
: 
WBU Email Address
: james.tirey@wayland.wbu.edu	
Office Hours, Building, and Location
: by appointment
Class Meeting Time and Location
: Online
Course Information
Catalog Description
:  Survey of the American national government including such topics as the U.S. Constitution, institutional structures and processes, political parties, elections, civil liberties, and civil rights.

There is no prerequisite for this course.

Textbook Information
Required Textbook(s) and/or Required Materials
: Morone, J., & Kersh, R. (2025). By the People: Debating American Government (7th ed.). Oxford University Press; ISBN: 9780197794869

The textbook for this course is part of the Wayland’s Automatic eBook program. You will have access to an eBook and interactive learning material on the first day of class through your Blackboard course site. The cost of this Automatic eBook will be billed directly to your student account when you register for the course. You will be notified via email with access instructions and additional information. If you do not wish to participate in the Automatic eBook program, you will have the first 12 days of class to opt-out of the program (additional details will be outlined in your email instructions). For more information on the Automatic eBook program, visit the Wayland Bookstore Automatic eBook FAQ page.

Optional Materials
: Any additional materials for consideration or use in the course will be provided to you by the instructor through Blackboard.


Course Outcome Competencies
:  Upon completion of this course, students will be able to demonstrate knowledge of:
· national constitutions, 
· the major institutions of the national government,
· the national policymaking process, 
· the electoral system, federalism, civil liberties and civil rights
Attendance Requirements
WBUonline 
Students are expected to participate in all required instructional activities in their courses. Online courses are no different in this regard; however, participation must be defined in a different manner. Student “attendance” in an online course is defined as active participation in the course as described in the course syllabus. Instructors in online courses are responsible for providing students with clear instructions for how they are required to participate in the course. Additionally, instructors are responsible for incorporating specific instructional activities within their course and will, at a minimum, have weekly mechanisms for documenting student participation. These mechanisms may include, but are not limited to, participating in a weekly discussion board, submitting/completing assignments in Blackboard, or communicating with the instructor. Students aware of necessary absences must inform the professor with as much advance notice as possible in order to make appropriate arrangements. Any student absent 25 percent or more of the online course, i.e., non-participatory during 2 or more weeks of an 8-week session, may receive an F for that course. Instructors may also file a Report of Unsatisfactory Progress for students with excessive non-participation. Any student who has not actively participated in an online class prior to the census date for any given session is considered a “no-show” and will be administratively withdrawn from the class without record. To be counted as actively participating, it is not sufficient to log in and view the course. The student must be submitting work as described in the course syllabus. Additional attendance and participation policies for each course, as defined by the instructor in the course syllabus, are considered a part of the university’s attendance policy.
University Policies
Link to Statement on Academic Integrity , and reference one of the following in regard to how generative artificial intelligence (GAI) such as ChatGPT may or may not be used in this course: 

a. No use of any generative AI tools permitted.
i. Students are required to create and produce all work themselves or with assigned group members. Any work submitted that has used an AI generative tool like Chat GPT will be in immediate violation of the academic integrity policies for the course and WBU.
ii. All assignments must be fully created, designed, and prepared by the student(s).
iii. Any work that uses generative AI will be treated as plagiarism.
b. Generative AI tools permitted in specific context and with proper citations.
i. Students are allowed to use, reference, or incorporate generative AI tools into specific assignments for this course. When used, students must properly cite the generative AI tool in their submitted work.
ii. While there is no true substitute for direct help and instruction for your instructor, students may be allowed to use generative AI tools to provide further explanations of course content, readings, and other assignments. Any use of generative AI tools to help further explain or translate to content must be properly referenced and cited.
iii. Specific parameters for generative AI usage are provided by the instructor.
iv. Any use of generative AI tools outside of the approved instructor parameters will be considered a form of plagiarism and academic dishonesty.
c. Generative AI tools usage encouraged and may be actively assigned in coursework.
i. Us of generative AI tools is actively encouraged and incorporated in to specific assignments for this course.
ii. Use of generative AI tools for assignments in brainstorming, content understanding, or revision to work is perfectly acceptable is cited and referenced properly in any submitted work for the course.
iii. Use of generative AI is encouraged as long as students understand the use of generative AI in the course is to be an assistance tool and not the generator of assignments and submitted work. Ultimately, all submitted work must still reflect student’s own work, understanding, and analysis.
iv. Specific parameters for generative AI usage provided by the instructor.
v. Any use of generative AI tools outside of the approved instructor parameters will be considered a form of plagiarism and academic dishonest.

Disability Statement
: In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), it is the policy of Wayland Baptist University that no otherwise qualified person with a disability be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subject to discrimination under any educational program or activity in the university. The Disability Services Coordinator and Academic Coach serves as the coordinator of students with disabilities and must be contacted concerning accommodation requests (office (806) 291-1057. Documentation of a disability must accompany any request for accommodations.
 
Accessibility issues with content in WBUonline courses or in Blackboard should be addressed to the WBU accessibility coordinator, Dr. Rick Hammer, hammerr@wbu.edu or call (806) 292-9150.

Course Requirements and Grading Criteria
The work for the term will consist of weekly readings and lectures.  The lectures, accompanied by a PowerPoint presentation, will be uploaded to Blackboard each week.  You may have to download the lecture to listen.  

In addition, I will post one discussion question each week, to which you are expected to make a short, persuasive response.  You may respond to the question itself, or respectfully engage with other classmates’ responses.   A thoughtful, complete (e.g., 3-6 sentences) response will earn full credit.  In any response that challenges another’s viewpoint or opinion, you must be respectful and polite.  Ad hominem attacks will result in no credit.  You may challenge another position with logic, reason, and thoughtful use of the English language. 

There will be a short essay question posted each week as well, for your response.  This question will not be an interactive discussion, but your answer only.

In any response, whether to the discussion question, essay question, or on any exam, you are expected to use complete sentences and correct grammar and spelling.  Failure to do so will result in deduction of points.  

There will be 3 “midterm” exams, following Weeks 2, 4, and 6.  There will be a final exam, opened and given in Week 8.

The value of each of these types of assignments, in calculating your grade for this class, is as follows:
Discussion Questions and Weekly Essays: 40%
Midterm Exams: 35%
Final Exam: 25%
The University has a standard grade scale:
A = 90-100, B = 80-89, C = 70-79, D = 60-69, F= below 60, W = Withdrawal, WP = withdrew passing, WF = withdrew failing, I = incomplete. An incomplete may be given within the last two weeks of a long term, within the last week of an 8-week session, or within the last two days of a microterm to a student who is passing, but has not completed a term paper, examination, or other required work for reasons beyond the student’s control. A grade of “incomplete” is changed if the work required is completed prior to the last day of the next long 16-week term or 8-week session, unless the instructor designates an earlier date for completion.  If the work is not completed by the appropriate date, the I is converted to an F.

Student Grade Appeals
: Students shall have protection through orderly procedures against prejudices or capricious academic evaluation. A student who believes that he or she has not been held to realistic academic standards, just evaluation procedures, or appropriate grading, may appeal the final grade given in the course by using the student grade appeal process described in the Academic Catalog. Appeals may not be made for advanced placement examinations or course bypass examinations. Appeals are limited to the final course grade, which may be upheld, raised, or lowered at any stage of the appeal process. Any recommendation to lower a course grade must be submitted through the Vice President of Academic Affairs to the Faculty Assembly Grade Appeals Committee for review and approval. The Faculty Assembly Grade Appeals Committee may instruct that the course grade be upheld, raised, or lowered to a more proper evaluation.


Tentative Schedule
	Week
	Assignments
	Due Date(s)

	1; June 1-June 7
	Introductory Lecture
Ground Rules and Purpose of Course
Ch. 1, Ideas that Shape American Politics

Required First Assignment

Discussion Question
Essay Question
	




06/05/2026, 11:59 PM*


06/07/2026, 11:59 PM

	2; June 8-14
	Chapter 2
Founding Documents
      Creation of the United States
      Declaration of Independence
      Articles of Confederation
      Constitution
             Ratification
             Federalists
             And Anti-Federalists
     Age-Old Debates

Discussion Question
Essay Question

Midterm
	











06/14/2026, 11:59 PM

06/17/2026, 11:59 PM

	3; June 15-21
	Chapters 9 and 10
Interests Groups/Political Parties
      Historically/Now
Congress
      Representation
      Elections
      Legislative Process

Discussion Question 
Essay Question
	








06/21/2026, 11:59 PM

	4; June 22-28
	Chapters 11 and 12
The Presidency
      Executive Authority and Power
      Leadership
      Executive Team
            Cabinet/Vice President
            Executive Office
            First Spouse
Bureaucracy
      Creation and Growth
      Control
      Delegation Doctrine?
      Rise and Fall of Chevron Deference

Discussion Question 
Essay Question 

Midterm Exam
	













06/28/2026, 11:59PM


07/01/2026, 11:59 PM

	5; June 29-July 5
	Chapters 13, 4
The Judiciary
      “The Least Dangerous Branch”
      Role
      Procedure
      Current Political Climate

Nineteen Cases

Civil Liberties

Discussion Question
Essay Question 
	











07/06/2026, 11:59 PM

	6; July 6-12
	Chapter 3
Federalism
      What is it?
      How does it work?
      Issues

Discussion Question 
Essay Question 

Midterm Exam
	





07/12/2026, 11:59 PM


07/15/2026, 11:59 PM

	7; July 13-19
	Chapters 6 and 8
Public Opinion
      Sources/Measurement
      Importance/Effect
      Social Media
A Note on Media
Campaigns/Elections
      Democracy in action?
      Presidential campaigns
      Congressional campaigns

Discussion Question
Essay Question
	











07/19/2026, 11;59 PM

	8; July 20-25
	Final Examination
	07/25/2026, 11:59 PM



*All times listed are Central Standard Time

Please note that University policy does not allow me to accept any work from you after 11:59 PM on July 25, 2026.  Any need for additional time to complete the course must be addressed to your advisor, dean, or other University officials.  I can provide no help in this regard.
Additional Information
I will occasionally post outside material for your consideration and information through Blackboard as it relates to our material each week.

Please do not hesitate to reach out to me through Blackboard or email to discuss any issues or concerns that you may have.  I hope that you enjoy the material and learn something that you can use throughout your life, whether you pursue law, politics, or something else. 
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