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VIRTUAL CAMPUS
School of Christian Studies


WAYLAND BAPTIST UNIVERSITY MISSION STATEMENT:  Wayland Baptist University exists to educate students in an academically challenging, learning-focused and distinctively Christian environment for professional success, and service to God and humankind.

Course Title and Number:  RLGN1301 

Term:  

INSTRUCTOR:
Dr. Timothy M. Pierce

CONTACT INFORMATION
[bookmark: _Hlk148364255][bookmark: _Hlk148345177]Office Phone and Email:	806-291-1165; 
Cell Phone:			903-263-7216  

OFFICE HOURS, BUILDING, AND LOCATION: 
The student is free to e-mail me at any time. I will accept phone calls on my cell phone Mon - Fri 8am – 10 pm CST, though I may have to call back if I am in class or a meeting

CLASS MEETING TIME AND LOCATION: 
Online class, weekly interaction required as noted below

CATALOG DESCRIPTION:  
An introductory survey of the historical literature with special attention to the institutions, religion, and national life of the Hebrew people.

PREREQUISITE: 
None
 
REQUIRED TEXTBOOK AND RESOURCES: 
	Title
	Editor/Author
	Publisher
	Ed
	Year
	ISBN

	Encountering the Old Testament
	Bill Arnold and Bryan Beyer
	Baker Academic
	3rd
	2015
	9780801049538

	Bible
	A modern translation of the Bible such as the New International Version (NIV), New American Standard (NASB), New Revised Standard (NRSV), Christian Standard Bible (CSB), or English Standard Version (ESV) is preferable.




This course includes an Automatic eBook.  Opt out date is the 8th day of class (second Monday of the session).  Click on the menu link for more details.

OPTIONAL MATERIALS:
Will be distributed by professor
 
COURSE OUTCOME COMPETENCIES:  

1. Demonstrate knowledge of the historical, religious, and social context of the Old Testament world. 
2. Demonstrate knowledge of some of the critical methods used in Old Testament studies. 
3. Demonstrate an understanding of the basic content of the Old Testament and its main teachings (theological content). 
4. Demonstrate knowledge of the canonical process producing a more complete understanding of the Old Testament.


ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS: As stated in the Wayland Catalog, students enrolled at one of the University’s external campuses should make every effort to attend all class meetings. All absences must be explained to the instructor, who will then determine whether the omitted work may be made up. When a student reaches that number of absences considered by the instructor to be excessive, the instructor will so advise the student and file an unsatisfactory progress report with the campus executive director. Any student who misses 25 percent or more of the regularly scheduled class meetings may receive a grade of F in the course. Additional attendance policies for each course, as defined by the instructor in the course syllabus, are considered a part of the University’s attendance policy.  

STATEMENT ON PLAGIARISM & ACADEMIC DISHONESTY:
Please click on this link to  WBU’s Statement on Academic Integrity to understand policies concerning plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty. All work must be the work of the student. In addition to normal means of plagiarism, the following policy concerning AI generated works also applies:
No use of any generative AI tools permitted.
· Students are required to create and produce all work themselves or with assigned group members. Any work submitted that has used an AI generative tool like ChatGPT will be in immediate violation of the academic integrity policies for the course and WBU.
· All assignments must be fully created, designed, and prepared by the student(s). 
· Any work that uses generative AI will be treated as plagiarism.
DISABILITY STATEMENT: “In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), it is the policy of Wayland Baptist University that no otherwise qualified person with a disability be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subject to discrimination under any educational program or activity in the university. The Disability Services Coordinator and Academic Coach serves as the coordinator of students with disabilities and must be contacted concerning accommodation requests (office (806) 291-1057. Documentation of a disability must accompany any request for accommodations.”
COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING CRITERIA:  
· Students are expected to complete all of the weekly readings as outlined in the course schedule. This includes readings from the textbook and online lecture notes/videos. These readings will enable students to participate in the weekly discussion boards as well as complete the weekly quizzes.

· Reading Quizzes: There will be quizzes each week covering the assigned reading. The assigned reading each week will cover the introductory material for each section of the class from the textbook. These quizzes will be open book and are designed simply to ensure the student is interacting with the textbook. The quizzes should be taken by midnight Central on Sunday each week.

· Final Exam: There will be one Final Exam given. The final exam will be from the sections of the textbook not covered by the reading quizzes (that is, the information on the various books of the Bible. It will be open book and will move through the textbook in order from beginning to end.

· Discussion Board: Most weeks a new forum will be established in Discussion Board room of the “class.” These forums will include a question offered by the professor dealing with some interpretative or practical issue related to the text being discussed that week.  You are expected to respond to each other’s assessments and answers; however, anyone demonstrating a less than proper attitude in responding will hurt his or her participation grade.  Please remember that when writing, words often come across more harshly than they would in speaking.  Responses should reflect the student’s perspective on the issues presented and will be evaluated for relevance, clarity, and critical thinking. These postings should also be completed by midnight CST on Sunday each week. The student is expected to do at least 1 original post and 2 responsive posts each week.  

· Lecture Notebook:  Each student will be required to develop and turn in a “notebook” within which his or her notes from the class have been kept. This should include notes from the lectures, responses to the Discussion Forums, and at least one 350 word essay for each week reflecting on the issues raised during the discussions or on questions surrounding the biblical material focused upon that week. The essays must demonstrate that the student has grappled with the various issues represented in issues of that week.  The notebook needs to be typed and organized.  The notebooks will be due by midnight of Saturday on the last week of class.  No late notebooks will be accepted.

A sample essay of the sort required for each week is due Sunday at midnight of the first week so that the professor knows that the student understands the assignment. 10 points will be added to the final notebook grade for those who get it in, 10 points will be deducted from the final notebook grade for those who didn’t. No late essays will be accepted.

Other Information:
· Video Lectures
The professor will post video lectures each week online. A link will be posted each week where the student can go and listen to the lectures. Test questions and the Lecture notebook will be largely dependent upon the content of these lectures.

· Asking Questions
Undoubtedly, throughout the semester questions will arise concerning either the notes or other issues that the student is curious about in the biblical text.  Such questions are welcomed and encouraged.  In order to prevent the repetition of having to answer the same question from various students and in order to allow other students to benefit from the questions, it is requested that any question that the student asks be posted in the Discussion Forum area under Forum 1: Questions from Students.  I would respectfully ask that other students not respond to questions asked here, although other questions may be asked based on answers offered.  In other words, this forum is designed to be an exchange between professor and student, not student to student.  Questions not related to biblical matters may be asked either in this forum or through e-mail.  

· Chat Sessions
One of the ways to improve the nature of the course is through chat sessions.  Throughout the semester, the professor will set up chat sessions for interaction and discussion. Chat session participation is optional, and will not weigh into the grade.  

Course Evaluation (Method of Determining Grade):
Lecture Notebook					20%
Weekly Quizzes					25%
Exam							30%
Discussion Board Participation			25%
University Grading System
		A	90 – 100				
		B	80 – 89				
		C	70 – 79				
		D	60 – 69				
		F	BELOW 60		
                                   		
Students shall have protection through orderly procedures against prejudices or capricious academic evaluation. A student who believes that he or she has not been held to realistic academic standards, just evaluation procedures, or appropriate grading, may appeal the final grade given in the course by using the student grade appeal process described in the Academic Catalog.  Appeals may not be made for advanced placement examinations or course bypass examinations. Appeals are limited to the final course grade, which may be upheld, raised, or lowered at any stage of the appeal process. Any recommendation to lower a course grade must be submitted through the vice president of academic affairs to the Faculty Assembly Grade Appeals Committee for review and approval. The Faculty Assembly Grade Appeals Committee may instruct that the course grade be upheld, raised, or lowered to a more proper evaluation.  
			.
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE (READING – Encountering the Old Testament = EOT)

WEEK 1	Introductory Material 				EOT 1 – 34 	
Why Study the Old Testament, 
Methods of Interpreting the Old Testament.  
Key points in interpreting the Old Testament. 
Archaeology and the Bible. 
Old Testament Formation and Function

WEEK 2		Genesis						EOT 37 – 50 
			Pre-History Texts 
			The Ancestors 	




WEEK 3	Exodus and The Law 				EOT 77 - 100
	Exodus
	Leviticus
	Numbers
	Deuteronomy				
	
WEEK 4		History						EOT 131 - 140
			The Conquest and Settlement, Joshua, Judges, Ruth
			The United Monarchy, 1 – 2 Samuel
			The Divided Monarchy, 1 – 2 Kings, 1 – 2 Chronicles
			Post-Exilic, Ezra-Nehemiah, Esther

WEEK 5	Prophetic Books					EOT 317 – 332 
	Major Prophets, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel

WEEK 6		Prophetic Books					EOT 429 – 440 
			Minor Prophets, Amos, Hosea

WEEK 7		Wisdom and Poetry					EOT 257 – 264
			Job, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes 
			Psalms, Song of Songs, Lamentations

WEEK 8		Final Exam Due by Saturday at Midnight
			Notebook Due by Saturday at Midnight
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