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Wayland Baptist University Mission Statement
Wayland Baptist University exists to educate students in an academically challenging, learning-focused and distinctively Christian environment for professional success and service to God and humankind.

THST5304-VC01
New Testament Foundations
Summer 2026

Instructor:  David Maltsberger, Ph.D. 
Instructor Information 
· Email: david.maltsberger@wayland.wbu.edu
· All emails are answered within 24 hours
· Office Hours: By appointment online or by telephone 

Class Meeting Time: 
· Since this is an online class, class meeting times will be observed by regular and timely participation in online activities every week.  
· There is no specific time in which the student must log in each week unless specified in an assignment.
· There are specific due dates per assignments.

Catalogue Description. THST5304
New Testament Foundations – 3 hrs – Introduction to the historical and cultural background of the books of the New Testament, with emphasis on pertinent historical-critical issues, theological interpretation, and contemporary application.  

Prerequisites/Co-requisites:  None

Required Resource Materials
EBooks are included with the course, fees apply.  Hard copies listed below may be purchased separately.  Students may opt out of eBooks per the requirements of the university.
Required
	TITLE
	EDITOR/AUTHOR
	PUBLISHER
	ED
	YEAR
	ISBN#

	Into the World of the New Testament: Greco-Roman and Jewish Texts and Contexts
	Daniel Lynwood Smith
	Bloomsbury Academic & Professional

	
	2015
	9780567657022
Published by Bloomsbury Academic & Professional
Publication Date: Mar. 26, 2015



	TITLE
	EDITOR/AUTHOR
	PUBLISHER
	ED
	YEAR
	ISBN#

	Introducing the New Testament
	John Drane
	Lion Scholar (SPCK Group)
	4e
	2019
	9781912552122



Course Outcome Competencies:  Students will: 
1.	Demonstrate knowledge of the inspiration and canon of the New Testament.
2.	Demonstrate the ability to relate the New Testament writings within the context of similar traditions in Judaism and the Greco-Roman world.
3.	Demonstrate knowledge of the content and significance of the writings found in the major divisions of the New Testament: Gospels, Acts, Paul’s writings, General letters, and Revelation.
4.	Produce a research project that shows critical analysis, evaluation, and synthesis of a cultural, historical, or theological issue found in the Old Testament.

Attendance Requirements 
· As an online class, your attendance will be determined by weekly login to the class website and consistent participation in assignments.
· You are required to log in to class each week and meet specific deadlines.  Skipping scheduled weekly assignments will be considered as an “absence” for that particular week.
· The Division's "no cut" policy allows no unexcused absences.
· No student missing more than 25% of the class meetings (including both excused and unexcused absences) can pass the course.  Thus, if you miss 2 weeks of weekly assignments and quizzes, you will fail this class.

Statement on Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty:  
· Link to Statement on Academic Integrity  
· Wayland Baptist University observes a zero-tolerance policy regarding academic dishonesty. Per university policy as described in the academic catalog, all cases of academic dishonesty will be reported and second offenses will result in suspension from the university.

Statement on Generative AI (GAI) and use of online language tools:  
· Generative AI tools permitted in specific contexts and with proper citations.
a. Students are allowed to use, reference, or incorporate generative AI tools into specific assignments for this course. When used, students must properly cite the generative AI tool in their submitted work. 
b. While there is no true substitute for direct help and instruction for your instructor, students may be allowed to use generative AI tools to provide further explanations of course content, readings, and other assignments. Any use of generative AI tools to help further explain or translate content must be properly referenced and cited.
c. Specific parameters for generative AI usage are provided by the instructor.
d. Any use of generative AI tools outside of the approved instructor parameters will be considered a form of plagiarism and academic dishonesty.
· Online language tools, such as BlueLetterBible.org and the STEPBible.org, can be used in specific contexts and with proper citations.  

Disability Statement
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), it is the policy of Wayland Baptist University that no otherwise qualified person with a disability be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subject to discrimination under any educational program or activity in the university. The Coordinator of Counseling Services serves as the coordinator of students with a disability and should be contacted concerning accommodation requests at (806) 291-3765. Documentation of a disability must accompany any request for accommodations.

Course Requirements
· Review of all assignments posted each week in Blackboard. 
· Prompt and regular attention to the assigned readings and written assignments. 
· Careful attention to any written or video lectures by the course instructor or other academic authorities. 
· Graded Discussion Board Postings and Interactions
· Weekly graded assignments related to the topic, readings, and reflections

Tentative Schedule:
	Date
	Objectives and Assignments

	Week 1
6/1-6/7
	Introduction to the Course
· Complete First Required Assignment
· Review Syllabus
· Complete Discussion Board Introduction and Responses
Canon, Context, and Method
· Reading: Drane, chapters 1; Smith, Preface and chapter 1-2
· View lecture videos
· Assignment: Submit a two-page (500-600 words) reflective discussion on the foundational significance of context and historical background in New Testament studies. 

	Week 2
6/8-6/14
	The World of Second Temple Judaism
· Reading: Drane, chapters 2; Smith, chapters 3-4, 8
· View lecture videos addressing: (a) Jewish sects (Pharisees, Sadducees, Essenes, Zealots); (b) The Law (Torah observance); Apocalypticism, Messianism, Wisdom traditions; (c) The Septuagint and Diaspora Judaism.
· Assignment: Create a two-page listening outline and a PowerPoint (or similar) slide presentation suitable for a local church congregation or Bible study group on one Jewish sect or movement and its influence on New Testament teachings or thought.

	Week 3
6/15-6/21
	Jesus of Nazareth in History and Faith
· Reading: Drane, chapters 3-5 (Ch. 11 on the Quest for the Historical Jesus); Smith, chapter 5
· View lecture videos addressing our focal topics of: (a) Historical Jesus research: criteria, sources, and debates; (b) Kingdom theology and eschatological expectation; (c) Jesus’ relationship with Rome and Judaism
· Assignment: (a) Chose one Synoptic Gospel parable. (b) Utilizing the WBU Library, create a bibliography of five academic book resources and five academic journal articles that address your chosen parable. Create this Bibliography in the correct Turabian/Chicago manual of Style format used by the School of Christian Studies at WBU. (c) Write a 3–4-page critical exegetical essay on Jesus’ use and interpreted meaning of this parable using properly formatted footnotes to reference at least 6 of your collected sources. 

	Week 4
6/22-6/28
	Examining The Synoptic Gospels
· Reading: Drane, chapters 6-8; Smith, chapters 6, 10
· View lecture videos related to: The Synoptic Problem and literary relationship of Matthew, Mark, and Luke; The character of the Synoptics as ancient biographical works; 
· Assignment: (a) Choose a single pericope that appears in each of the Synoptics; Write a source-criticism 500-750 word (1-1.5 pages) essay examining how, from a view of Marcan Priority, Luke and Matthew may have borrowed from Mark and then possibly drawn from an additional source as well to complete their passage. (You may use a parallel Bible to identify and choose a passage). 

	
Week 5
6/29-7/4

	A Closer Look at Two Genres of Johannine Literature
· Reading: Drane, chapters 9, 10, 18; Smith, chapter 6, 7
· View lecture videos addressing Johannine theology such as Logos, light, belief, Spirit; The 'Johannine community' hypothesis; the unity among the Gospel of John, Johannine Epistles, and The Revelation.
· Assignment: Examine John 17, looking for elements that (a) reflect the unique theology of John; (b) may be used as evidence by some to suggest the prayer is a later edition by the church. (c) Write a two-page brief of your findings and references to several scholars and their views regarding each, providing footnote references of your sources used. 

	Week 6
7/5-7/11
	The Pauline Mission and Letters
· Reading: Drane, chapters (11-12) 14, 15; Smith, chapter 11
· View lecture videos surrounding the topics of: Paul’s biography and conversion; A theology of grace, law, and community; Paul’s social context and missionary strategy
· Assignments: (1) Write a brief two-page essay describing the location, description, and importance of the Temple of Diana/Artemis at Ephesus and how it plays a role in the mission of Paul. AND (2) Having completed your textbook readings and that of the biblical text from the Scripture Reading Schedule, write a 1-2-page essay on the nature of the schism at Corinth; describe it and the four parties involved, including Paul’s opinion of how they should be reconciled together. 

	Week 7
7/12-7/18
	Other Voices of the Early Church
· Reading: refer to Drane, chapters 13, 16-19; Smith 12
· View lecture videos addressing the Catholic Epistles and developing orthodoxy; Apocalyptic imagination and Revelation; Emerging Christian identity in the Roman world.
· Assignment: Write a two-page brief addressing the widely held Evangelical assumption that there is only one correct interpretative approach to the Book of Revelation. Create a PowerPoint presentation for a local church describing the purposes of Apocalyptic literature with special attention to the theological emphases of John in his Apocalypse.

	Week 8
7/19-7/25
	Theological Synthesis and Contemporary Application
· Reading: Drane, chapter 18-21; Smith, Post-Script
· View the lecture videos on the development of canonical material, the New Testament and the formation of Early Church Theology, and the NT message for the Church and World today.
· Assignment: As a summation of your studies, consider the development of the Early Church. In a modest essay based on your readings and study to-date, answer the following questions: 
1. Define heretic and orthodox.
2. How did the first- and second-century church determine what was orthodox and what was heretical?
3. On what were some major issues did the church often argue to determine orthodoxy?
4. What do you consider the most important topic you have studied this term and how will you continue to consider and deepen your understanding of it going forward? 
All materials due before 11pm CST on Saturday June 25.





University Grading System:
		Symbol		Percentage
		A		90-100
		B		80-89
		C		70-79
		D		60-69
		F		Below 60
		I**		Incomplete	
**A grade of incomplete is changed if the deficiency is made up by midterm of the next regular semester; otherwise, it becomes "F".  This grade is given only if circumstances beyond the student's control prevented completion of work during the semester enrolled and attendance requirements have been met. 

Procedure for computations of final grade:  
The final course grades will be derived from a combination of the six weekly assignments and one research paper:
1.  Week 1 Assignments	12% 
2.  Week 2 Assignments	12% 
3.  Week 3 Assignment 	12%
4.  Week 4 Assignment 	12%
5.  Week 5 Assignment	12%
6.  Week 6 Assignment	12%
7.  Week 7 Assignment	12%
8.  Week 8 Assignment	16% 
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