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WAYLAND BAPTIST UNIVERSITY
SCHOOL OF BEHAVIORAL & SOCIAL SCIENCES
VIRTUAL CAMPUS

Wayland Mission Statement:  Wayland Baptist University exists to educate students in an academically challenging, learning-focused, and distinctively Christian environment for professional success, and service to God and humankind.

Course Title, Number, and Section:  HIST 1304 - VC02 - World Civilization Since 1500 

Term:  Summer 2016

Instructor:  Mr. Nicholas T. Pruitt

Office Phone Number and WBU Email Address: 
Cell-(806) 281-7460; Email: nicholas.pruitt@wayland.wbu.edu
Please feel free to contact me either through e-mail or on my cell phone.  I am more than willing to discuss questions or concerns you may have during the course.

It is very important that each student has their Wayland e-mail account activated.  All my communication will go to the student’s Wayland e-mail account.  Part of the Syllabus Quiz will address student e-mail accounts.

Office Hours:	Feel free to email me at any time.  I check my email frequently and will get back to you within 24 hrs.  You are also welcome to call or text me between the hours of 8am-5pm (Eastern Time). 

Catalog Description: Development of modern world civilizations from the early modern period to the present.

There is no prerequisite for this course 

Required Textbook: 		Albert M. Craig, et al. The Heritage of World Civilizations. Combined Volume. 
10th edition. Pearson, 2016.   ISBN 9780133834918

Course Outcome Competencies: 
The goals of this course are as follows: acquaint the student with heritage of our past; develop an appreciation for questions and historical controversy in World civilization; build familiarity with the historical geography of the Near East, Asia, Africa, and Europe; and, develop analytical and technical skills necessary for successful scholarship.
· The Renaissance and Reformation and their impacts on world civilization.
· The development of modern society, government and economic systems.
· The rise and decline of western imperial dominance.
· The origins, development, and impact of nationalism on world civilization.
· The impact of world wars and the transformation of the post World War II era.

Attendance Requirements: Students are expected to participate in all required instructional activities in their courses. Online courses are no different in this regard; however, participation must be defined in a different manner. Student “attendance” in an online course is defined as active participation in the course as described in the 
course syllabus. Instructors in online courses are responsible for providing students with clear instructions for how they are required to participate in the course. Additionally, instructors are responsible for incorporating specific instructional activities within their course and will, at a minimum, have weekly mechanisms for documenting student participation. These mechanisms may include, but are not limited to, participating in a weekly discussion board, submitting/completing assignments in Blackboard, or communicating with the instructor. Students aware of necessary absences must inform the professor with as much advance notice as possible in order to make appropriate arrangements. Any student absent 25 percent or more of the online course, i.e., non-participatory during 3 or more weeks of an 11 week term, may receive an F for that course. Instructors may also file a Report of Unsatisfactory Progress for students with excessive non-participation. Any student who has not actively participated in an online class prior to the census date for any given term is considered a “no-show” and will be administratively withdrawn from the class without record. To be counted as actively participating, it is not sufficient to log in and view the course. The student must be submitting work as described in the course syllabus. Additional attendance and participation policies for each course, as defined by the instructor in the course syllabus, are considered a part of the university’s attendance policy.

Statement on Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty: Wayland Baptist University observes a zero tolerance policy regarding academic dishonesty. Per university policy as described in the academic catalog, all cases of academic dishonesty will be reported and second offenses will result in suspension from the university.

Cheating on an assignment and/or using another writer’s ideas or words as your own (aka plagiarism) will not be tolerated and will result in a grade of 0 for that assignment, along with the repercussions mentioned above. 

Disability Statement: In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), it is the policy of Wayland Baptist University that no otherwise qualified person with a disability be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subject to discrimination under any educational program or activity in the university.  The Coordinator of Counseling Services serves as the coordinator of students with a disability and should be contacted concerning accommodation requests at (806) 291- 3765.  Documentation of a disability must accompany any request for accommodations.

Course Requirements: 

Syllabus Quiz-Reading and understanding this syllabus is very important for this course. Before beginning the assignments for Week 1, each student will need to take a short quiz over the syllabus to show that the student understands this syllabus.  For each question answered correctly on this syllabus quiz, an extra point will be added to the student’s first quiz grade.

Reading assignments-Reading the assigned chapters and pages are central to this course.  Failing to stay up with the reading assignments will hinder your ability to complete the rest of the assignments.

Powerpoints-Each week’s powerpoints reinforce material from the textbooks and include additional material not from the textbooks.  The quizzes will test you on material from both the textbook and powerpoints.

Weekly Summary Lectures-For each week, I will provide a 30 minute lecture (as an audio file) that will synthesize the material for that week and emphasize important, “big picture” themes.  Not only will these lectures help us interpret the history we are studying, but they will also address material covered on the quizzes.

Quizzes-There will be eleven quizzes given on Blackboard during the course.  Each quiz will address the specific week’s material covered in the reading assignments, powerpoints, and summary lectures for that week.  Each quiz will consist of fourteen multiple choice questions, fourteen true and false questions, and eight map identification questions.  
To help you prepare for the map identification questions, I will provide before each quiz a list of locations along with the map I will use.  On the quiz, I will have you identify only eight of these locations on the map.  These map locations have been selected from various maps in our textbook.  A separate study guide will also be provided that lists important terms and concepts in order to help you narrow the material you need to study for the other sections on the quizzes. 
Once you begin a quiz, you will have one hour to take it; therefore, make sure and study before you begin the quiz.  If you do not submit the quiz by the one hour time limit, you will be penalized 1 point for each minute past the hour.  You are also free to use your textbook during the quiz, but do not forget that there is a one-hour time limit.  A period of two weeks is given to you to take each quiz, except for weeks ten and eleven at the end of the course (see schedule below).  Each quiz will be available beginning on the Monday of the week covered by the quiz and will be due on the Monday two weeks later by 11:59pm (Eastern Time).  Quizzes that are begun before 11:59pm but are finished after midnight will still be accepted; thus, if you start your quiz right before midnight, do not feel rushed to finish it by 11:59pm.  Each quiz can only be taken once.  Your lowest quiz grade will be dropped at the end of the course; thus, your ten highest quiz grades will be averaged and will count for 60% of your overall course grade.

Blogs-Every week (except for week eleven) I will post a question on Blackboard that will encourage additional thought and consideration of the readings for that week.  This is your chance to voice your perspectives on the history we are studying, in a manner that is respectful to your classmates.  For the blog assignments, you will need to do two things: (1) provide a response that is at least a paragraph (four sentences) and that shows you gave the question careful consideration (answer the question in your own words; do not plagiarize or paraphrase sentences from the book); (2) comment thoughtfully on another student’s blog (at least two sentences).  The first person to respond to the question each week will need to come back later and post a comment to another student’s later blog.  The questions are intended for discussion; thus, there will be no right or wrong answer.  A period of two weeks is given to you to respond to the blog question (except for week ten; see schedule below). This assignment will be 20% of your course grade.  While this assignment should be an easy grade of 100, not responding to the ten blog questions (one each week), not having a response that is of an adequate length (at least four sentences), or failing to comment on another student’s response each week will detract from your grade for this assignment.  For each week there will be five possible points for your blog response and five possible points for commenting on another student’s blog (ten total points possible for each week’s blog assignment).  
	 
Writing Assignments- You will have two separate writing assignments.  Each essay will need to be at least one full page and no more than two pages.  Both essays will review and assess a document selected from a list of documents that I will provide.  Each paper will need to be organized as such: first paragraph will introduce the document and summarize it; second paragraph will assess its strengths and weaknesses; third paragraph will conclude the essay by explaining the significance of the document to today and why you would recommend or not recommend it to other readers. When grading each of your papers, I will attribute 60% of your grade to your summary and assessment, 20% to the organization of your paper, and 20% to grammar and punctuation.  Keep your font at 12pt Times New Roman, use one-inch margins, and keep the papers double-spaced between lines of text.  Please submit your writing assignments as a Word document.  There will be a “Writing Assignments” link in the course menu for you to upload your papers through (please submit your final papers using this link instead of e-mailing them to me).  The two writing assignments will be averaged together and will count for 20% of your course grade.  See course schedule below for deadlines.  
Each essay will also need to cite the source at the beginning of the essay (I will provide an example of this.)  If you use a particular quote (do so sparingly) from the document, you will need to put the page number that the quote comes from in parenthesis at the end of the sentence.  Also, avoid simply paraphrasing; while you will need to address the contents of the document, I want you to use your own words in describing the document and to provide your own analysis of the text.  In addition, do not consult other outside sources (either the Internet or books) for information.  This paper is to represent your interpretation of the document; it is not a research paper that involves using other sources.  Plagiarism (using someone else’s words or ideas as your own) will not be tolerated and will result in a 0 grade for the assignment.  
You are also welcome to e-mail earlier versions of your essays to me (at least a week before the due dates) in order to receive feedback so that you can make revisions in time to turn in a final copy on Blackboard.  In addition, the Wayland Writing Center is available if you have questions or need feedback about your writing while working on the assignment.  The link, “WBU Writing Center,” is available in the course menu.  

Final Note-It will be beneficial not to wait and turn in assignments right before their final deadlines, especially during week eleven.  Instead, try to spread assignments out and get things done early.  It would be optimal to take each quiz and complete each blog at the end of each week designated for that quiz and blog.  


Grading Criteria: 
	Quizzes-60%
	Writing Assignments-20%
	Blogs-20%

The University has a standard grade scale:
A = 90-100, B = 80-89, C = 70-79, D = 60-69, F= below 60, W = Withdrawal, WP = withdrew passing, WF = withdrew failing, I = incomplete. An incomplete may be given within the last two weeks of a long term or within the last two days of a microterm to a student who is passing, but has not completed a term paper, examination, or other required work for reasons beyond the student’s control. A grade of “incomplete” is changed if the work required is completed prior to the last day of the next long (10 to 15 weeks) term, unless the instructor designates an earlier date for completion.  If the work is not completed by the appropriate date, the I is converted to an F.
 
Student grade appeals:
Students shall have protection through orderly procedures against prejudices or capricious academic evaluation. A student who believes that he or she has not been held to realistic academic standards, just evaluation procedures, or appropriate grading, may appeal the final grade given in the course by using the student grade appeal process described in the Academic Catalog. Appeals may not be made for advanced placement examinations or course bypass examinations. Appeals limited to the final course grade, which may be upheld, raised, or lowered at any stage of the appeal process. Any recommendation to lower a course grade must be submitted through the Executive Vice President/Provost to the Faculty Assembly Grade Appeals Committee for review and approval. The Faculty Assembly Grade Appeals Committee may instruct that the course grade be upheld, raised, or lowered to a more proper evaluation. 

Tentative Schedule: 	Week 1 	May 23-29		The Birth of Modern Europe
(all deadlines are		Syllabus Quiz (due on May 30)
[bookmark: _GoBack]based on Eastern Time)		Craig, pp. Ch. 15 (only 402-417), Ch. 16 
Summary Lecture, Powerpoints

Week 2 	May 30-June 5		Africa and the Transatlantic World
	Syllabus Quiz due by 11:59pm on May 30	
Craig, Chs. 14, 17		 
Summary Lecture, Powerpoints

Week 3 	June 6-12	 	Empires in the East	
Craig, Chs. 18, 20
Summary Lecture, Powerpoints
Quiz over week one due by 11:59pm on June 6
Blog for week one question due by 11:59pm on June 6

			Week 4 	June 13-19		Modern Politics and Thinking in Europe	
Craig, Chs. 19, 21 
Summary Lecture, Powerpoints 
Quiz over week two due by 11:59pm on June 13
Blog for week two question due by 11:59pm on June 13

Week 5		June 20-26		 An Age of Revolution
Craig, Ch. 22			
Summary Lecture, Powerpoints
Quiz over week three due by 11:59pm on June 20
Blog for week three question due by 11:59pm on June 20
Essay 1 due by 11:59pm on June 26





Week 6		June 27-July 3		The Nineteenth-Century West	 
Craig, Chs. 23, 24	
Summary Lecture, Powerpoints
Quiz over week four due by 11:59pm on June 27
Blog for week four question due by 11:59pm on June 27

Week 7		July 4-10		Latin America and East Asia Enter the Twentieth  
Craig, Chs. 25, 27						Century
Summary Lecture, Powerpoints 					
Quiz over week five due by 11:59pm on July 5
Blog for week five question due by 11:59pm on July 5

Week 8		July 11-17		The Subjects of Western Imperialism  
Craig, Chs. 26, 28		 
Summary Lecture, Powerpoints
Quiz over week six due by 11:59pm on July 11
Blog for week six question due by 11:59pm on July 11

Week 9		July 18-24		The Tumultuous Twentieth Century: Part I
Craig, Chs. 29, 30		
Summary Lecture, Powerpoints
Quiz over week seven due by 11:59pm on July 18
Blog for week seven question due by 11:59pm on July 18

Week 10 	July 25-31		The Tumultuous Twentieth Century: Part II
Craig, Ch. 31			
Summary Lecture, Powerpoints
Quiz over week eight due by 11:59pm on July 25
Blog for week eight question due by 11:59pm on July 25
Essay 2 due by 11:59pm on July 31

Week 11	August 1-6		The Tumultuous Twentieth Century: Part III
Craig, Chs. 32, 33		
Summary Lecture, Powerpoints
Quiz over week nine due by 11:59pm on August 1
Blog for week nine question due by 11:59pm on August 1
Quizzes over weeks ten and eleven due by 11:59pm on August 6
Blog for week ten question due by 11:59pm on August 6

Other Important Dates: 	June 8—Report “no-shows”
July 15—last day to drop with a “W”
				July 22—last day to drop with a “WP/WF”
http://catalog.wbu.edu

“For nothing is lost, nothing is ever lost. . . . And all times are one time, and all those dead in the past never lived before our definition gives them life, and out of the shadow their eyes implore us.  That is what all of us historical researchers believe.  And we love truth.”—Jack Burden in All the King’s Men, by Robert Penn Warren
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