[image: image1.png]TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT




Virtual Campus
School of Languages and Literature
Wayland Baptist University Mission Statement:  Wayland Baptist University exists to educate students in an academically challenging, learning-focused and distinctively Christian environment for professional success, and service to God and humankind.

Course Name:  ENGL 1301.VC02 – Composition and Rhetoric 
Term and Year: Summer 2016
Full Name of Instructor: Ashley Edlin
Office Phone and E-mail Address: Phone: (806) 291-3672




       E-mail: edlina@wbu.edu
Office Hours, Building, and Location:  Online, various times and by appointment
Class Meeting Time and Location: WBU’s Virtual Campus: http://wbu.blackboard.com
Catalog Description:  Principles of clear, correct, effective expository writing, with illustrative readings and frequent essays and conferences.
Prerequisite: None
 

Required Textbook and Resources: 
· Ruszkiewicz, John J. and Jay T. Dolmage. How to Write Anything: A Guide and Reference with Readings. 3rd. Boston, MA: Bedford, 2015. 

· Access to Blackboard and WBU email; access to computer with Internet; jump drive or equivalent; and other necessary tools for class, such as note taking materials. 
Optional Materials:  None
 

Course Outcome Competencies:  Upon the conclusion of this course, students actively engaged in learning will be able to:
     1.
Apply standard rules and conventions of the English language to written expressions.
     2.
Summarize the steps and components of the writing process.
     3.
Compose academic, nonfiction essays or responses in at least four different rhetorical modes or 
               style.

     4.
Demonstrate basic college-level research skills.
     5.
Employ active reading strategies.

The more the student puts into the course, the higher his or her outcome competencies will be.
Attendance Requirements: As stated in the Wayland Catalog, students enrolled at one of the University’s external campuses should make every effort to attend all class meetings. All absences must be explained to the instructor, who will then determine whether the omitted work may be made up. When a student reaches that number of absences considered by the instructor to be excessive, the instructor will so advise the student and file an unsatisfactory progress report with the campus executive director. Any student who misses 25 percent or more of the regularly scheduled class meetings may receive a grade of F in the course. Additional attendance policies for each course, as defined by the instructor in the course syllabus, are considered a part of the University’s attendance policy.  
** Because this is an online course and because we will not meet synchronously, your attendance for the course is largely dependent on your contribution to the discussion board’s topics and other participation grades. In keeping with the on-site attendance policy, failure to provide a full response for at least 75% of the discussion topics will result in an F for the course. **
Statement on Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty: Wayland Baptist University observes a zero tolerance policy regarding academic dishonesty. Per university policy as described in the academic catalog, all cases of academic dishonesty will be reported and second offenses will result in suspension from the university.

Students are expected to submit original work in this class. This means the work students submit for this class cannot be from another course. Further, plagiarism in this course will not be tolerated. Plagiarism is constituted as stealing words or ideas from another source and passing them as your own. Since this class specifically focuses on writing and includes research, students should be especially conscientious of attributing sources. Students who plagiarize or recycle work in this class will receive a zero for the assignment and will be subject to university policies regarding plagiarism. (See full L&L Policy on Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty.)

Disability Statement: “In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), it is the policy of Wayland Baptist University that no otherwise qualified person with a disability be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subject to discrimination under any educational program or activity in the university. The Coordinator of Counseling Services serves as the coordinator of students with a disability and should be contacted concerning accommodation requests at (806) 291- 3765. Documentation of a disability must accompany any request for accommodations.

Grade Appeals:
“Students shall have protection through orderly procedures against prejudices or capricious academic evaluation. A student who believes that he or she has not been held to realistic academic standards, just evaluation procedures, or appropriate grading, may appeal the final grade given in the course by using the student grade appeal process described in the Academic Catalog. Appeals  may  not  be  made  for  advanced  placement  examinations  or  course  bypass examinations. Appeals are limited to the final course grade, which may be upheld, raised, or lowered at any stage of the appeal process. Any recommendation to lower a course grade must be submitted through the Executive Vice President/Provost to the Faculty Assembly Grade Appeals Committee for review and approval. The Faculty Assembly Grade Appeals Committee may instruct that the course grade be upheld, raised, or lowered to a more proper evaluation.”

Due Dates and Late Penalties: All work (quizzes, discussion boards, essays, and exams) will be submitted on Blackboard. All major assignments must be submitted in Blackboard to receive a grade. An emailed assignment will not be graded. Assignments in Blackboard should be submitted as a Word file, which ends in .doc or .docx. Students should not submit Mac files, such as .pages, to Blackboard. 

Assignments are due by 11:59 p.m. (Central Time Zone) on the date posted. Be sure that your clock matches the clock in WBU’s Blackboard. All assignments must be submitted to the Blackboard site to receive a grade. These deadlines, like most deadlines in life, are not negotiable. Any late assignment will receive a 20-point deduction per day late. Late assignments are not accepted after 5 days of the assignment's due date.
If for any reason you have trouble submitting your assignment online, send me an email with the attached assignment (preferably in Microsoft Word) before the due date/time, with an explanation of the technical problem. I will note the submission time of the email in order to assess removing late 

penalties. You will be required to re-submit the assignment to Blackboard within 24 hours, or once the technical problem is resolved.

Expectations, Communication, & Other Information: 
While the nature of an online course allows students to work at their own pace, you are expected to keep up with the course materials weekly. Please note, this is not a self-paced course. This means that you should keep up with the readings and assignments posted each week, and you are responsible for turning in any assignments by the posted due date. Students who get behind in the weekly requirements will likely not do well in the course. 
Remember, also, that your attendance for the course is measured by your participation in the discussion board. Announcements and important information will be posted on the Blackboard site. Be sure to check the site often. Additional information may be sent to your WBU emails, so make sure you’ve set up a WBU email and are checking it often. Always feel free to email me if you are concerned about the course or your progress. Students should contact me by using my wbu.edu e-mail or Blackboard IM (ashleyedlin). I am available to help you, provide resources, and give direction—but I cannot help you if I do not know you’re struggling. 
In an effort to accommodate the schedules and preferences of online students, all major assignments are due on Sundays. However, although the HW assignments and major assignments are due on Sunday, this does not mean you should wait until the end of the week to think about them, particularly if you need help from me. I am happy to answer questions about assignments and will even give you feedback on assignments if you submit them early. 

Please note that while I typically answer email within 24 hours M-F, I am not always as tied to a computer on the weekends. This means if you need help with an assignment, you’ll need to get in touch with me by Thursday or Friday. Please allow at least 24 hours for a response. Typically, I do not check e-mail between Friday afternoon and Sunday. I will respond to any e-mails that I receive over the weekend on Monday morning.

I also strongly recommend you use the Writing Center. There’s a link available in our Blackboard course, and contact information can be found later in the syllabus. Be aware, too, that using the Writing Center resources likewise requires that you plan ahead for your assignments and your assignment questions. A successful student likely does not wait until Sunday night to begin the week’s work. 
I also expect students to act professionally and politely during Blackboard interactions. Students should be respectful towards me as their professor, towards their classmates as their peers, and towards themselves as an individual. I will not tolerate belittling or aggressive behavior or foul language. 

All official announcements will be sent to your Wayland e-mail address and/or posted to our Blackboard class online. *It is your responsibility to set up your Wayland e-mail account and check it regularly. If you need assistance with your Wayland e-mail account, call IT at (806) 291-3540, or go to this site: http://www.wbu.edu/current_students/student_email/default.htm.\
If ever you have a major life event that will affect your participation in the course, it’s imperative that you communicate with me as soon as possible. I try to work with students as best I can, but I can be more flexible and gracious if you tell me in advance rather than after the fact. In an online course, communication is key. As I mention above, I cannot help you if I do not know you’re struggling. If life’s current restraints mean you cannot fully concentrate on the course’s requirements, then you might consider taking the course at another point in your studies.
FREE Writing Center Assistance: Contact the Writing Center at (806) 291-3670, or go to https://wbu.mywconline.com/to register for an online account and schedule an appointment. 

Course Requirements and Grading Criteria: 
Participation: quizzes, discussion boards, etc. (10%). Students will be responsible for the reading and assigned HW material. Quizzes over the reading will be posted almost weekly to Blackboard. In addition, we will have weekly writing exercises, discussion board posts, and peer editing. Students ought to access Blackboard regularly in order to meet the criteria for participation. 
Writing Assignments: four essays (60%). Students will have four major writing assignments over the course of the semester. All writing assignments must be typed and submitted electronically to Blackboard. See Blackboard for additional assignment information. 
1. Personal Narrative (15%) 
2. Rhetorical Analysis (15%) 
3. Annotated Bibliography (10%) 
4. Research, Synthesis, and Argument (20%) 
Exams: mid-term and final exam (30%). Each exam will be worth 15% of the student’s final grade. The mid-term exam will cover the readings and material from the first half of the course. The exam 

will include questions over the readings and grammar exercises. The final exam will be in the same format and will include material from the entire semester, including information from the mid-term exam. Exams may consist of matching, multiple choice, T/F, sentence correction, and short essay. 
Tentative Schedule: 
	Week/Date
	Reading
	Assignment

	Week 1: May 23
	Ch. 19-24
	May 29: Quiz 1

	Week 2: May 30
	Ch. 1, 26, 29, 38, 57, 58
	June 5: Quiz 2

	Week 3: June 6
	“Me Talk Pretty One Day” (635-641) and “Chop Suey” (664-666)
	June 12: Personal Narrative Due

	Week 4: June 13
	Ch. 8, 28, 31, 39, 59, 61
	June 19: Quiz 3

	Week 5: June 20
	“The Other Car” (976-979) and “Sports Commentary and the Problem of Television Knowledge” (983-987)
	June 26: Rhetorical Analysis Due

	Week 6: June 27
	None
	July 3: Midterm Exam Due

	Week 7: July 5**
	Ch. 11, 40, 41, 44, 55, 65
	July 10: Quiz 4

	Week 8: July 11
	Ch. 43, 45-49
	July 17: Annotated Bibliography Due

	Week 9: July 18
	Ch. 3, 39-33, 64
	July 24: Quiz 5

	Week 10: July 25
	“Hitting Bottom: Why America Should Outlaw Spanking” (743-747) and “Glutton Intolerance” (758-763)
	July 31: Researched Argument Due

	Week 11: August 1
	None
	August 6 – Final Exam Due


