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Virtual Campus
School of Languages and Literature

Mission Statement:  Wayland Baptist University exists to educate students in an academically challenging, learning-focused and distinctively Christian environment for professional success, and service to God and humankind.

Course Name:  ARBC 1301 Beginning Arabic I (ENGL 1379X)
	
Term and Year: Summer 2016

Full Name of Instructor: William P. Heenan

[bookmark: _GoBack]WBU Email Address: william.heenan@wayland.wbu.edu

Office Hours, Building, and Location:  Virtual Office Hours using BbIM. Schedule to be posted. 

Class Meeting Time and Location:  This is a 100% online course.

Catalog Description: An introduction to the culture of Arabic-speaking countries and to listening, speaking, reading, and writing Modern Standard Arabic and the Egyptian dialect.

ARBC 1301 is designed for students with no prior exposure to Arabic. It will demand decoding and problem-solving skills students bring with them. The course will bring students to the Novice Mid Level in speaking, reading, writing, and listening. Students will also expand their cultural knowledge of the Arab world. The course focuses on achieving literacy and communicating basic needs in Formal Arabic as well as in the Egyptian dialect.

Required Textbook and Resources: Textbook Alif Baa: Introduction to Arabic Letters and Sounds (Bundle with DVD and Online Companion Access Code), 3rd edition. In this course we’ll cover at least half of the text.

Optional Materials:  Flat-nib calligraphy pens or construction pencils.
 
Course outcome competencies: Upon the conclusion of this course, students actively engaged in learning will be able to operate at the ACTFL Novice-Mid level of competency:
1. Describe basic historical, cultural, religious, and political issues that concern Arab communities.
2. Describe the nature and characteristics of the Arabic language in general.
3. Demonstrate an introductory level of reading and writing skills in the target language.
4. Set up an Arabic keyboard on their computers and type all letters and symbols introduced in lessons.
5. Connect letters correctly to form words and simple sentences in both handwriting and typing.
6. Write short paragraphs and dialogs about familiar topics.
7. Produce 20 Arabic sounds associated with 16 out of 28 letters and symbols plus state their names.
8. Introduce themselves, greet others, request personal information, and take leave appropriately.
9. Control a conversation by being able to express misunderstanding politely.
10. Comprehend and produce basic sentences using the present tense in the target language.
11. Summarize, break down, identify and use grammatical structures of the language.
12. Read familiar words, sentences, and short passages out loud with confidence.
13. Identify key concepts in short paragraphs and dialogs about familiar topics.
14. Point out more than half of the 22 Arab countries and their capitals on a world map.
15. Interact in both Formal Arabic and the Egyptian (MaSrii) dialect. 

The more the student puts into the course, the higher his or her outcome competencies will be.
ARBC 1301 Beginning Arabic I (ENGL 1379X) SYLLABUS						PAGE 2

Attendance Requirements: As stated in the Wayland Catalog, students enrolled at one of the University’s external campuses should make every effort to participate online and complete weekly activities.  All absences must be explained to the instructor, who will then determine whether the omitted work may be made up.  When a student fails to participate for a week without alerting the instructor, the instructor will so advise the student and file an unsatisfactory progress report with the campus executive director.  Any student fails to participate 25 percent or more in regularly scheduled weekly activities may receive a grade of F in the course.  Additional attendance policies for each course, as defined by the instructor in the course syllabus, are considered a part of the University’s attendance policy.  

Statement on Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty: Wayland Baptist University observes a zero tolerance policy regarding academic dishonesty. Per university policy as described in the academic catalog, all cases of academic dishonesty will be reported and second offenses will result in suspension from the university.
Disability Statement: “In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), it is the policy of Wayland Baptist University that no otherwise qualified person with a disability be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subject to discrimination under any educational program or activity in the university.  The Coordinator of Counseling Services serves as the coordinator of students with a disability and should be contacted concerning accommodation requests at (806) 291- 3765.  Documentation of a disability must accompany any request for accommodations.”
Course Requirements and Grading Criteria:  Your grade will be based on 500 points:
· Final Exam (including oral component)		84 points		17% of grade
· Quizzes 	40 points each. x 3 occasions	120			24%	
· Online Discussions 20 ea. x 3 assignments	60			12%
· Dialog or Monolog presentation		40			8%
· Reflective Journals 10 ea. x 2  submissions	20			4%	
· Worksheets  8 ea. x 11 weeks			88			17.5%
· Companion  8 ea. x 11 weeks			88			17.5%
· Extra Credit Projects				(50)			(10%)
TOTAL………………………………………………………………………500+ points

Following statement must be included following Course requirements and grading criteria:
“Students shall have protection through orderly procedures against prejudices or capricious academic evaluation. A student who believes that he or she has not been held to realistic academic standards, just evaluation procedures, or appropriate grading, may appeal the final grade given in the course by using the student grade appeal process described in the Academic Catalog.  Appeals  may  not  be  made  for  advanced  placement  examinations  or  course  bypass examinations. Appeals are limited to the final course grade, which may be upheld, raised, or lowered at any stage of the appeal process. Any recommendation to lower a course grade must be submitted through the Executive Vice President/Provost to the Faculty Assembly Grade Appeals Committee for review and approval. The Faculty Assembly Grade Appeals Committee may instruct that the course grade be upheld, raised, or lowered to a more proper evaluation.”

Tentative Schedule:  Will be provided online.

Instructor & Student responsiveness:
· I intend to respond to your e-mails within 24 hours and will provide feedback on course content within 48 hours of the usual Sunday deadline.
· Blackboard Instant Messaging (BbIM) is the most efficient way to get in touch. I will post these “virtual office hours.”
· Due dates for most weekly assignments are no later than midnight Sunday, Central Time of the following week; Portions of Online Discussions and other assignments will be due on Thursdays by midnight.
· To receive a grade, you must turn in all assignments on time. No late assignments will be accepted unless there are acceptable extenuating circumstances.
· I will communicate any last-minute changes by e-mail and Blackboard Announcements.
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Online Discussions and Reflective Journals in Blackboard
· Discussions represent your responses based on mini reading or research projects associated with a discussion question about Arab culture. Reflective Journals entail a personal view of your progress. In Discussions, you are required to respond to at least two other students’ posts.
· Expectations as to your post length and quality will be described in a rubric.
· Everyone will follow Netiquette Rules, which the instructor will post in Blackboard.
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