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Virtual Campus 
School of Languages and Literature

Wayland Baptist University Mission Statement: Wayland Baptist University exists to 
educate students in an academically challenging, learning-focused, and distinctively Christian environment for professional success and service to God and humankind. 

Course Name: ENGL 5308VC01 Advanced Literary Research (ALR)

Term and Year: summer 2015 term (23 May – 6 Aug 2016)

Full Name of Instructor: Dr. J.P. Waller 

Office Phone and Email: office (907) 333-2277; wallerj@wbu.edu; dedicated student phone (907) 205-9552.

Office Hours, Building, and Location: My professorship is held at the Anchorage, Alaska Campus. My time zone is Alaska Daylight Savings Time (AKDT). The best way to contact me is by email (I usually check one or two times daily), or via the dedicated student phone I’ve provided. (Please consider 10am – 6pm as prime calling time; note that I’ll work to other times as I can per my class schedules. My classes run several evening from 6pm – 10pm, so try not to call then.) Also, please don’t leave office voicemail per its erratic function; to counterbalance this deficit, messaging (texting) works well on the dedicated student phone. The IT people would say it’s “robust.” I’ll always respond as quickly as possible to you. In addition, I plan to speak with you on the phone from time to time during the semester. 

Class Meeting Time and Location: Class should be available any time, day or night, through Blackboard (BB). 

Catalog Description: A course focused on tools and techniques of literary research. Required of all MA in English students.

Prerequisite: None, other than graduate-level standing. 

Required Textbook and Resources: 

Belcher, Wendy L. Writing Your Journal Article in Twelve Weeks, 1st ed. Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE Publications, 2009. ISBN-13: 978-1412957014

Booth, Wayne C. , Gregory G. Colomb, and Joseph M. Williams . The Craft of Research. 3rd Edition. Chicago: Chicago UP, 2008. ISBN-13: 978-0226065663

*Harner, James L. Literary Research Guide. 6th ed. Modern Lang Assn of America, 2008.  
ISBN-13: 978-0-87352-808-5
*NB: Don’t purchase this work on your own; it’s available en toto through the WBU Library; look under Literature and Language special materials.

Hayot, Eric. The Elements of Academic Style: Writing for the Humanities. Columbia UP: (August 26) 2014. ISBN-13: 978-0231168014

(Optional)/Additional Materials: Because this is an online class, you’ll need access to a reliable, updated computer with steady Internet access and a browser compatible with BB; Firefox is best per WBU’s IT. You’ll also need access to the 7th edition of the MLA Handbook. These online sites also may help you: Noodle Tools, EasyBib, Zotero, and the OWL at Purdue. From time to time I’ll post some other books on Blackboard (BB) I recommend for your success as a student, a writer, and an educator.

Course Outcome Competencies: “Upon the conclusion of this course, students actively engaged in learning will be able to (1) express understanding of the traditional principles and procedures of bibliographic research; (2) demonstrate research methods and skills in English studies by working with various databases and library resources to access, assess, and synthesize significant primary and secondary sources; (3) formulate workable literary research questions to create and sustain arguments based on readings and research; (4) prepare and write graduate-level research papers which employ scholarly or academic research and demonstrate a mastery of standard written English as well as stylistic maturity; and (5) understand and correctly use MLA Style in composed materials, and demonstrate awareness of other bibliographic styles, standards, and guidelines common to the Humanities. (The more you put into the course, the higher your outcome competencies will be.)" (Boilerplate)

Attendance Requirements:  This Virtual Campus online course proceeds via a building-block approach to learning, with weekly “modules” that run from Monday to the following Sunday. Materials for accomplishing the assignments, plus other discussion and background items, are under “Content” on BB. Assignments are usually due each week on Thursdays and Sundays (so that you can take advantage of the weekend).  
	Virtual Campus students “attend” class by checking in with the course via BB once early in the week and then latter as required. You’ll create a record of having checked in weekly (as required by the Virtual Campus collective) by your submission of each week’s assignments. The term “midnight” in the syllabus and the weekly modules refers to midnight in your time zone; be prepared to be disconcerted as the time that displays on BB reflects the time in Plainview, TX. Finally, recall that WBU’s catalog stipulates students who miss 25% or more of class time will automatically fail the course. You’re expected to keep up with all assignments and BB activities despite your other outside duties and responsibilities. 
Service for the Disabled: “In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), it is the policy of Wayland Baptist University that no otherwise qualified person with a disability be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subject to discrimination under any educational program or activity in the university.  The Coordinator of Counseling Services serves as the coordinator of students with a disability and should be contacted concerning accommodation requests at (806) 291- 3765.  Documentation of a disability must accompany any request for accommodations.” (Boilerplate)
COURSE REQUIREMENTS and GRADING CRITERIA:
The course measures and stresses the outcome competencies within two major areas: the development of healthy, active research processes; and the preparation and presentation of the formal products of research.

Grade Distribution (or how you’ll earn your grade):

	Assignments (These are relatively small products, hence their number.)
	Points

	Discussion Boards 5 @ 15 pts each 
	75

	Reading Synopses 10 @ 10 pts each	
	100

	Field interest topic proposal
	25 

	Field interest survey report (Midterm)
	75

	Article Reviews (5 @ 20 pts each)
	100

	Literature Map (Coggle of literature selections)
	50 

	Works Cited list
	50

	Purpose/Research Question(s)
	25

	Book Review PowerPoint (5 books ~ 10 slides max)
	50

	Working Bibliography (1-line annotations)
	50

	Conference paper proposal (short intro and lit review)
	75

	Preliminary Major Research Proposal
	75

	Cover letter and Précis for a journal article			
	50

	Completed Major Research Proposal
	100

	PowerPoint Presentation of Research (Final Exam)
	100

	Total points in the course
	1000



Grading Criteria and Explanation of Course Markings: 
	A	90-100		Cr         Credit
B	80-89		NCR     No Credit
C	70-70		I            					Incomplete*
D	60-69		W          				Withdrawal
F	below 60	          WP  			           Withdrew Passing
                                                 WF   				Withdrew Failing                                       	                             X     No grade 				given
	                             IP    In Progress
	A grade of “CR” indicates that credit in semester hours was granted but no grade or grade points were recorded. *A grade of incomplete is changed if the work required is completed prior to the date indicated in the official University calendar of the next long term, unless the instructor designates an earlier date for completion.  If the work is not completed by the appropriate date, the I is converted to the grade of F.  An incomplete notation cannot remain on the student’s permanent record and must be replaced by the qualitative grade (A-F) by the date specified in the official University calendar of the next regular term.



Additional Note on Grading: “Students shall have protection through orderly procedures against prejudices or capricious academic evaluation. A student who believes that he or she has not been held to realistic academic standards, just evaluation procedures, or appropriate grading, may appeal the final grade given in the course by using the student grade appeal process described in the Academic Catalog. Appeals may not be made for advanced placement examinations or course bypass examinations. Appeals are limited to the final course grade, which may be upheld, raised, or lowered at any stage of the appeal process. Any recommendation to lower a course grade must be submitted through the Executive Vice President/Provost to the Faculty Assembly Grade Appeals Committee for review and approval. The Faculty Assembly Grade Appeals Committee may instruct that the course grade be upheld, raised, or lowered to a more proper evaluation.” (Boilerplate)

Final Note on Grading: This course does not accept late work.

Statement on Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty: “Wayland Baptist University observes a zero tolerance policy regarding academic dishonesty. Per university policy as described in the academic catalog, all cases of academic dishonesty will be reported and second offenses will result in suspension from the university.” (Boilerplate)

SCHEDULE FOR ENGLISH 5308*

*Your professor may alter this “living document” as the class’s needs evolve over the semester. However, significant departures from this framework are unlikely. You’ll receive advance notices by both email and BB announcements of any changes. 

	Key to Abbreviations

	BB = Blackboard

	DB = Discussion Board

	RS = Reading Synopsis






Week 1 (Mon 23 May – Sun 29 May)
Intro to Course & Advanced Research • Topics and Questions • Self Introduction 
Check BB
Read “Some Essential Ideas for Our Course” on BB under “Content”
Read Belcher, “Intro” & “Week 1” 
Read Booth, Chaps 1–3 (Thinking in Print; Connecting; From Topics to Questions) & scan appendix
Scan Hayot, & begin to play with the myriad topics you likely haven’t seen expressed this way before
Scan MLA Literary Research Guide and begin familiarizing yourself with its contents per your area of research interest and need for background materials, etc. 
Due by Thursday, 26 May, midnight your time: Email professor with the brief, informal student resume (directions are in “Content” on BB) & add a note you’ve read “Some Essential Ideas”
Due by Sunday, 29 May, midnight:  DB1 (Self Introduction with included “Circle Map”) 
Due by Sunday 29 May, midnight:  RS1

Week 2 (Mon 30 May – Sun 5 Jun)
Intro to Working Bibliography • Questions & Problems • Plan Design & Beginnings	
Check BB
Read Belcher, “Week 2” (Designing Your Plan) and “Week 3” (Starting Your Article) 
Read Booth, Chap 4 (Questions to a Problem)
Read Hayot, Chap 8 (The Uneven U)
Continue familiarizing yourself with & reading in the pertinent parts of MLA Literary Research Guide
Download and begin familiarizing yourself with Coggle (review short, introductory materials and YouTube videos concerning how to use the tool)
Due by Thursday, 2 Jun, midnight: DB2 (Potential Topics)
Due by Sunday, 5 Jun, midnight:  RS2

Week 3 (Mon 6 Jun – Sun 12 Jun)
Locating Books and Parts of Books • Intro to Bibliographies • Field Interest Topic Proposal due
Check BB
Read Belcher, “Week 4” (Selecting a Journal) 
Read Hayot, Chap 9 (Structure and Subordination)
Explore (via WBU’s Library resources) the MLA Literary Research Guide and review articles & books that have potential for helping you isolate a topic area
Familiarize or re-familiarize yourself with MLA style
Due by Thursday, 9 Jun, midnight:  Field Interest Topic Proposal
Due by Sunday, 12 Jun, midnight:  RS3; DB3 (Your Topic & Rationale for Selecting It) 





Week 4 (Mon 13 Jun – Sun 19 Jun)
Intro to Reviewing Articles • Literature Maps & Reviews • 
Check BB
Review the MLA Literary Research Guide, especially Section G
Familiarize or re-familiarize yourself with MLA style for Documentation 
Read Belcher, “Week 5” (Reviewing the Related Literature) 
Read Booth, Chap 5 (Problems to Sources) 
Scan Hayot, Chaps 3, 4, 5, 6, & 7
Due by Thursday, 16 Jun, midnight: 1) Literature Map (Coggle of literature selections); 2) *DB4 (present your Research Question Proposal)
*Note: This work is not graded as a DB per se, but instead is the presentation to the class of your Literature Map. (Responses are not required.)
Due by Sunday, 19 Jun, midnight:  RS4 &  (2 Article Reviews)

Week 5 (Mon 20 Jun – Sun 26 Jun) 
Databases for Journal Articles • Web-based Resources • Field Interest Survey Report • Article & Their Structures
Check BB
Read MLA Literary Research Guide & explore online (or in a brick-and-mortar library, if one is nearby) for more sources germane to your field of interest
Read Booth, Chap 6 (Engaging Sources)
Read Belcher, “Week 6” (Strengthening Your Structure)
Read Hayot, Chap 10 (Structural Rhythm)
Due by Thursday, 23 Jun, midnight:  Field Interest Survey Report (Midterm)
Due by Sunday, 26 Jun, midnight:  RS5
** Work ahead this week to provide some relief for your 4th of July celebrations!


Week 6 (Mon 27 Jun – Sun 3 Jul)
Argumentation • Claims • Evidence • Working Bibliography  
Check BB
Continue to explore the MLA Literary Research Guide, especially resources for your field of interest
Read Belcher, “Week 7” (Presenting Your Evidence)
Read Booth, Chaps 7-9 (Making Good Arguments, Making Claims, Reasons & Evidence)
Due by Thursday, 30 Jun, midnight:  Working Bibliography & (3 Article Reviews) 
Due by Tuesday, 5 Jul, midnight (per the 4th of July ): DB5 (Challenges) (Responses to classmates’ DB5s by Wednesday, 6 Jul, midnight)
Due by Wednesday, 6 Jul, midnight: RS6


Happy 4th of July, 2016!



Week 7 (Tues 5 Jul – Sun 10 Jul)
Introducing and Closing Articles • Acknowledgements and Readers • Warrants • Research Proposals
Check BB
Read Booth, Chaps 10-11 (Acknowledgements & Responses, Warrants)
Read Belcher, “Week 8” (Opening & Concluding Your Article)
Read Hayot, Chaps 11 (Introductions) and 17 (Ending Well)  
Note: See modules online for new turn-in dates and times.
Due by Friday, 8 Jul, midnight:  Works Cited List & Preliminary Research Proposal
Due by Sunday, 10 Jul, midnight:  RS7 

Week 8 (Mon 11 Jul – Sun 17 Jul)
Intro to Conference Paper Proposals • Feedback • Planning, Drafting, and Revising Your Organization & Argument
Check BB
Read Belcher, “Week 9” (Giving, Getting, & Using Others’ Feedback)
Read Booth, Chaps 12-14 (Planning, Drafting, Revising Organization & Argument) 
Scan Hayot, Chaps 12 & 13—and Read Chap 15 (Showing Your Iceberg) & Chap 16 (Metalanguage)
Due by Thursday, 14 Jul, midnight:  Book Review PowerPoint (5 books & ~10 slides) & DB6 (On Editorial Feedback) 
Due by Sunday 17 Jul, midnight:  RS8

Week 9 (Mon 18 Jul – Sun 24 Jul)
Revising Your Argument • Editing Sentences • Intros & Conclusions • Conference Paper Proposals
Check BB
Re-Read Booth, Chaps 14, & Read Chap 16 (Intros & Conclusions) 
Read Belcher, “Week 10” (Editing Your Sentences)
Re-scan Hayot, Chaps 17 (Ending Well) & Read Chaps 18 (Titles and Subtitles) & esp. 20 (Conference Talks)
Note: See modules online for new turn-in dates and times.
Due by Thursday, 21 Jul, midnight:  RS9
Due by Sunday, 24 Jul, midnight: DB7* (Conference Paper Proposal, building upon your Preliminary Research Proposal as submitted)
*Note: This work is not graded as a DB per se, but as the class presentation of your Conference Paper Proposal. (Responses are not required.)







Week 10 (Mon 25 Jul – Sun 31 Jul)
Article Completion • Revising Style • Some Last Considerations	
Check BB
Read Belcher, “Week 11” (Wrapping Up Your Article)
Read Booth, Chap 17 (Revising Style) & scan Part V (Last Considerations)
Scan Hayot, Chap 22 (Figural Language), 24 (Jargon), 25 (Parentheticals) & 27 (Repetition)
Note: See modules online for new turn-in dates and times.
Due by Thursday, 28 Jul, midnight:  RS10
Due by Sunday, 31 Jul, midnight:  Cover letter for Journal Submission and Précis for a Journal Article (also based upon your Preliminary Research Proposal) 

Week 11 (Mon 1 Aug – Sat 6 Aug)	
Wrapping Up the Course • Interacting With Journal Editors
Check BB
Read Belcher, “Week 12” (Sending Your Article) & scan “Week X” (Responding to Journal Decisions)
Read Hayot, Chaps 28 (Rhetorical Questions & Clauses) & 29 (Sentence Rhythm) 
Due by Friday, 5 Aug, midnight:  Revised & Completed Major Research Proposal & 
DB8* PowerPoint Presentation of Research (Final Exam)
*Note: This work is not graded as a DB per se, but as the class presentation of your conference paper proposal. It should be drawn from your Preliminary Research Proposal (Responses are not required.)
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