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Instructor: Dr. Donald Raney, II

· Phone Number: 781-2576
· Email address: raneyd@wbu.edu
Catalog Description: Major theological concepts in the Old Testament
Required Texts

· The Bible – any recognized translation is acceptable
· Old Testament Theology by Robin Routledge
· An Unsettling God by Walter Brueggemann
Course Outcome Competencies:  


At the end of the semester, the student should be able to:

· Demonstrate knowledge of the development of the discipline of Old Testament theology and identify major contemporary theologies of the Old Testament
· Demonstrate knowledge of the major theological concepts of God, humanity, creation, ethics, and other theological issues as presented in the Old Testament
· Demonstrate knowledge of how Old Testament theology has influenced the church’s interpretation of the Bible
Course Requirements


 
Each student will be expected to have read the materials from both the Bible, textbook and Powerpoint presentation which are relevant to the section to be covered each week.
Two questions will be posted each week on the discussion board dealing with that week’s material. Each student will post a response (at least 75 words each) to each of them. These responses should reflect the student’s perspective on the issues presented and will be evaluated for relevance, clarity, and critical thinking. Each student will also respond to the comments of at least two other students each week. These responses should be more than "I agree" or "good post" and should be at least 30 words each. All postings should also be completed by midnight Central on Saturday Time each week. 
Each student will write a research paper on any topic related to Old Testament Theology and approved by the instructor. A list of possible topics is included below. The final paper should be 15-18 pages excluding title page, table of contents, and bibliography. Students should consult a minimum of twelve sources not counting the Bible and textbooks. Papers should be typed, double-spaced in 12 point Times New Roman, and follow Turabian style. You may access a shortened form of Turabian on the Wayland Religion Department web site. Students may use either footnotes or endnotes which should be in 10 point type. The rubric which will be used to grade the papers is attached to this syllabus. 
Each student will take two 1–hour exams during the class. These exams will cover material from all of the readings and lecture notes since the previous exam. Dates for the exams are listed in the class schedule below. 

Each student will read An Unsettling God and write a 5 page critical review. The review should contain a minimal summary of the content and should focus offer a thoughtful analysis of the author’s presentation as well as any new insights gained or questions raised for the student.
Course Outline and Calendar 
May 29 – June 3 
Introduction to Old Testament theology
Routledge 17-80


June 4 – 10 

God





Routledge 81-123
June 11 – 17 

Creation and Humanity


Routledge 124-58
June 18 – 24 

Covenant, Election and Kingship

Routledge 159-74, 225-37









EXAM 1
June 25 – July 1
Worship and Ritual



Routledge 175-208 
July 2 - 8

 Prophecy and Wisdom


Routledge 209-24









Book Review Due
July 9 – 15 

Torah, Ethics and Sin 



Routledge 238-60









Paper Due
July 16 – 22 

History, the Future and the Nations

Routledge 261-334









EXAM 2
Course Evaluation (Method of Determining Grade)
· Procedure for computations of final grade 

Discussion Board





25%



Research Paper





25%


Book Review






10%


Exam 1






20%



Exam 2






20%
· University Grading System



A
90-100



I
INCOMPLETE**



B
80-89



Cr
FOR CREDIT



C
70-79



NCr
NO CREDIT



D
60-69



WP
WITHDRAWAL PASSING



F
BELOW 60


WF
WITHDRAWAL FAILING

**A grade of incomplete is changed if the deficiency is made up by midterm of the next regular semester; otherwise, it becomes "F".  This grade is given only if circumstances beyond the student's control prevented completion of work during the semester enrolled and attendance requirements have been met.  A grade of "CR" indicates that credit in semester hours was granted but no grade or grade points were recorded.
Attendance Requirements: 
Student “attendance” in an online course is defined as active participation in the course as described in the course syllabus. Instructors in online courses are responsible for providing students with clear instructions for how they are required to participate in the course. Additionally, instructors are responsible for incorporating specific instructional activities within their course and will, at a minimum, have weekly mechanisms for documenting student participation. These mechanisms may include, but are not limited to, participating in a weekly discussion board, submitting/completing assignments in Blackboard, or communicating with the instructor. Students aware of necessary absences must inform the professor with as much advance notice as possible in order to make appropriate arrangements. Any student absent 25 percent or more of the online course, i.e., non-participatory during 2 or more weeks of an 8 week term, may receive an F for that course. Instructors may also file a Report of Unsatisfactory Progress for students with excessive non-participation. Any student who has not actively participated in an online class prior to the census date for any given term is considered a “no-show” and will be administratively withdrawn from the class without record. To be counted as actively participating, it is not sufficient to log in and view the course. The student must be submitting work as described in the course syllabus. 
Services for the Disabled:

 In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), it is the policy of Wayland Baptist University that no otherwise qualified person with a disability be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subject to discrimination under any education program or activity in the university.  The Coordinator of Counseling Services serves as the coordinator of students with a disability and should be contacted concerning accommodation requests at (806) 291-3765. Documentation of a disability must accompany any request for accommodations.

Academic Honesty (Plagiarism)  
University students are expected to conduct themselves according to the highest standards of academic honesty. Academic misconduct for which a student is subject to penalty includes all forms of cheating, such as illicit possession of examinations or examination materials, forgery, or plagiarism. Plagiarism is the presentation pf the work of another as one’s own work. It is the student’s responsibility to be familiar with penalties associates with plagiarism stated in the catalog. 

Instructor’s perspective
As one who is firmly committed to historic Baptist beliefs, I fully affirm the Bible as the believer’s sole authority in matters of faith and practice. As an instructor in a Baptist university, I am committed to the academic exploration of the biblical texts. I do not ask that any student agree with any particular position concerning issues presented in class, including my own. I simply ask that students openly and honestly consider the various arguments in developing their own informed perspective. The message of the Bible is Truth and Truth invites us to raise questions knowing that Truth will remain unchanged while personal opinion or tradition may require revision.
From the cowardice that shrinks from new truths,

From the laziness that is content with half-truths, and 

From the arrogance that thinks it knows all truth,

Oh, God of Truth,

Deliver us.

Old Hebrew Prayer
	THST 5314 Old Testament Theology
Research Paper Evaluation Guide



	Graded Elements


	Points Possible
	Points Received

	Style: adherence to Turabian, title page, notes, 
       bibliography, page numbering, etc.


	10
	

	Form: typographical errors, grammar, spelling


	10
	

	Organization: clear outline/flow, length, balance


	40
	

	Content: clear introduction with a statement of purpose,

       coherent arguments, complete coverage of topic,

       balance between description and critical insight,

       clear conclusion(s)


	100
	

	Research: Sufficient number and variety of sources, 

       Variety of views represented, interaction with
       sources  
	40
	

	Overall Evaluation


	Total points (out of 200)

and grade


Possible Research Paper Topics
The Image of God in the Old Testament
(Holy) War in the Old Testament

Mercy/Justice of God in the Old Testament

Old Testament Ethics

Theology of the Land

Messianic Theology of the Old Testament

Righteousness in the Old Testament

Redemption in the Old Testament

Theodicy in the Old Testament

Election in the Old Testament

Heilsgeschichte as Theology
Theology of Covenant in the Old Testament

Holiness in the Old Testament

Theology of Sacrifice in the Old Testament
Names of God in the Old Testament
Grace in the Old Testament

Any other topic related to the Old Testament approved by the instructor



